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Human Relations Were Put To Test By

Covid-19, As Never Before
Neela Sood

An eighty years old woman, who had returned from Maharashtra to
her home in Hyderabad was greeted with doors of the house shut for her .
Children refused her entry on the pretext that she could be a potential source
of coronavirus. Her children may appear to be right for many of us but then
we will do well to remember that a mother takes bigger risk to her life when
she delivers a baby after carrying her for nine months in her womb. They
could have got her tested and used all safeguards but shutting the doors
of her own house tells how cruel and insensitive we can be when it comes
toour own safety.

Kartar Singh Lehari

Eight such unattended corpses were lying in the morgue of a hospital in Maharashtra for
which no family member came for their final rites. In the last two months there have been three
such instances in Punjab where children refused to receive the body of their kin from the
hospital authorities for the final rites.But then we can't ignore that after all somebody on duty
must have taken those for cremation. For example, in one particular case, when the kin refused, it
was left to the local Patwari Mr Kartar Singh Lehari to receive the body from the hospital
authorities for the final rites. Then in New Delhi, a class 12 student, aspiring to study medicine ,
has taken up the job of handling bodies of COVID-19 patients to provide for his siblings school
fees and mother's treatment. Mr Kartar Singh Lehari who volunteered to cremate bodies of
people who died of the disease has cremated 21 bodies of Covid 19 patients till date.
According to Lehri, thereis no higher form of service to humanity than giving a dignified
send off to people rejected by their own. He is also a human like us and coronavirus does not
make any distinction between human beings . If we can spend thousands on final rites and uthala
rasam and costly shawls for putting on the dead body, we can very well buy a PPE kit also as a
safeguard, to perform the final rites which is not only our moral duty but ordained in our
respective religions also. This sort of behavior is not only confined to cremation but there
are instances where peopleeven refused to accompany the corpse tothe cremation ground.,
according to MrKartar Singh Lehari.

Another very funny but shocking development took place. The family members indeed
took the delivery of the corpse from the hospital authorities but abandoned that on the road, at a
distance of one KM from the hospital. Later a few people gathered to perform the last rites.

As awoman [ know one thing that neither any wife will allow her husband's corpse to be
given such treatment nor any mother can accept her child's dead body being handled like that of
an unclaimed person then how we can allow our concern for person safety to take precedence
over our moral duty when it comes to other relations. Are not the doctors and other para medical
persons putting their sense of duty over their personal safety? If Mr Lehari is doing it for
strangers the least we can do is todoitfor those who areour kin. EvenIknow thata dead
body without life is like a lump of mud but then it has in it the feelings of life long association and
it deserves to be treated with love and affection. It is not for nothing that our law also mandates
respectful burial of the dead and that can be most befitting if done by the kin.
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Editorial

Where did government falter Covid-19 induced lockdown ?
Arbitrary and unplanned lockdown did more harm than Covid-19

During Covid -19 induced Lock down, country witnessed the greatest human tragedy since
partition of the country in 1947. One important section of our society has suffered body blow to
their life and dignity both, millions of them got uprooted, lost livelihood and above all were
subjected to human misery whose only parallel was the post partition pain and loss oflife & property
suffered by the displaced. To avoid its reoccurrence it is very important to analyze where
government erred in last two months as things have not gone well, be it migrant labor, employees
working in informal sector especially tourism and hospitality sector, business, small businessman,
industry or economy as a whole.

This type of lock down, which had tougher restrictions than anywhere in the world, was least
desired in a vast country like India. Milder curbs on activities that could differ from state to state
depending upon the intensity of the problem, would have been the right way with stress on social
distancing and mask. Why should State of Sikkim, which has no case, and Mumbai, where impact
was maximum should have been subjected to same restrictions ?. Again why should same
restrictions apply to entire Maharashtra , what were desired in Mumbhai.

Train and air services should not have been stopped rather these could have been continued or
trimmed by observing social distancing norms. Same applies to intra state bus service, especially
when we knew that in last 30 years there has been quantum jump in mobility of people, especially for
employment and jobs. The very fact that Indian Railways ferries 20 million passengers everyday
speaks about the mobility in India. Then not to forget that at any time, I million domestic tourists and
twenty thousand foreign tourist are are on the move in different parts of the country. No thought
was given as to how they would manage. This class silently absorbed the pain and shock.

If we look in retrospect, we may conclude that conditions never warranted forcing lockdown at
four hour Notice. At that stage there were 500 cases and 11 deaths, today we have 3,20000 cases and
almost 10000 deaths and are thinking of removing all restrictions. Therefore, at that stage we could
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/:ave safetly given 7 days notice and allowing trains to ferry stranded people.

Desperation of migrant labour had started showing its signs just when first phase was over. If
government is allowing trains today when situation is far more worse, it could have done one month
back. Point is, government erred at every stage and rather remained rigid and insensitive which
cannot be appreciated.

Industry and business should not have been closed but allowed by observing social distancing
norms. If cleaning of cities could be continued with social distancing why not other operations. For
example in Chandigarh around 2000 persons associated with cleaning can be seen on roads every
day. Perhaps migration of labour would have been much less only if govt. had allowed industry and
business to operate as ithas done now after finding itself neck deep in financial trouble.

Govt departments, regulatory authorities should have continued with less working days or
less working hours by observing social distancing norms and stress on online and video/
telephonic talks.

There should have been one particular hospital for Covid cases in a city or region and services
in other hospitals should have been allowed for other diseases. Today most of the OPDs are closed
and poor patients suffering from other equally fatal ailments have no access to right and cheap
treatment. Death is a death whether it is from Crona or cancer or heart-failure. The number of people
who died due to non availability of treatment, for other ailments is many times more than the ones
who died due to corona.

Courts should have continued to function, video hearing has its limitation, even
acknowledged by Apex court judges. It can be suicidal in any democracy to keep judicial remedies
inaccessible to the common man foralmost three months.

No state should have been allowed to seal its border. It harmed business, movement of people
badly and they were compelled to move on foot which caused un-fathomed hardship to migrants and
thousands died, perhaps more than crona casualities. This period will go down in the history of India
as the worst period when it comes to hurting and damaging human dignity.

Prime Minister hasto say for face saving that by this lockdown disaster was averted
but fact is that it created biggest disaster since independence of the country. Truth is that he
panicked and entire country, especially the poor and marginalized people are paying high price
for that. Things became worse when he chose to implement his plans through the hand-picked
bureaucrats. Situation was helped by the Yes- men Ministers of BJP govt, who have refused to apply
their own minds and believe in only taking command

LESSONS

Strict Lockdowns have substantial costs and are hardtodo in developing countries.

Locking down hot spots have asense but locking down the entire countryis astupidity.

Social distancing with trimmed operations without stopping the things totally is a far

better choice interms of cost.

The Dharavi, Mumbai success tells that asking everybody to remain inside the house
does not work. It may be good for the people having big house but can be counter
productive for those who have large families staying in asmall house or are stayingin
slum areas with large population density.
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King is never wrong

The King is never wrong
Everything is in His time
The whole world just sees it
As devoid of reason or rhyme

The world is His oyster
All must bend to His will
His family- His friends
Exist for His Thrill
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serve greater purpose than any other package.

It is real irony that those who generate taxes have to remain
without wages

Covid-19 has answered one puzzle ---why in India job means gov. job and why any govt.
department in India receives applications in lacs
including those of PhD's, engineers and MBA's
for any class four government job.

It is not only millions of migrant workers
but, lacs of graduates, post graduates , employed
as staff and in Supervisory cadre in small Private
concerns , who  lost jobs during Covid-19
induced lock down. Then there are many who are
gripped by uncertainty with regard to continuity of
their jobs especially in the hospitality and tourism
sector. In the face of this, even non essential employees in the Centre and State governments offices,
Universities and other institutions continued to get salary without having to attend duty. The
ferocious sense of entitlement these state sector employees have developed over the years was
evident when they protested even the temporary freeze of the two DA installments. I believe that
after reading this , one won't blame those PhD and MBA's engineering graduates if they are seen
competing for the class I'V job.

The big question is ---are these self-employed and associated with the informal sector,
not working for the country and its growth ? The fact is that it is they who are the engine of a
country's economic growth and generate revenue and corresponding taxes in the form of GST, VAT
and other direct and indirect taxes which are largely used for maintaining the government.
employees in the Centre and states. But irony is that when any adversity befalls they have to
remain without wages while their counterpart in govt. continue to get full salary/wages , as it
happened during Covid-19.. Condition of Millions of workers engaged mostly in micro units or
selfemployed was worse than that of the refugees in their own country.

The most important revelation that the Covid -19 has made is that if these millions in the
informal sector do not work and generate revenue and corresponding taxes like GST/VAT etc,
it may not be possible to pay salary and hefty pensions to the privileged state employees. As of
now , if the economy does not pick up in the next quarter many states may find it difficult to foot their
salary bills. Fortunately, now this realization is slowly creeping in that you can't ignore this class
anymore. It is for this reason that many state governments are trying to stop them from moving back
to their home.

Lesson isthose working in the informal sector and remained ignored so far have to be given
their due . Sooner we realize better it is for the country's economy and social harmony. In the last 70
years , through various legislations we took care of organized workers, especially in PSU's but the
informal sector has drawn the public attention for the first time during this epidemic. The need of the
hour is that the big chasm that exists between the Service conditions of the two categories i.e. state
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employees and those associated with non-state institutions is bridged and the most important factor is
the economic security to this class in the event of their losing employment. Group A employees
both in Private as well as Govt sector are excluded in this draft as they are better equipped to deal with
uncertain situations.

This is possible only when the government. considers every person working for the
Indian economy as its own employee , whether it is a farmer, or worker employed in a small
scale unitor a teacher in the private school or self employed artisans or an Executive in the govt
or an army man saving the borders. Everyone is important and no one is less or more
important when it comes to keeping the wheels of our economy moving.

The said economic security of the employee or self employed has to be the
responsibility of the government, even if  he is not its direct employee. Reason being that
private enterprise employers are paying GST , VAT and other direct taxes to the government.
In return the government owes something to those who generate and pay these taxes. This
economic security can be in the form of full salary for first 6 months and 50% salary for next six
months in the event of Covid -19 like situation or when the employee loses employment due to
reasons like winding up of the company, lay off, suspension of company's operations due to any of the
reasons, which now happens very often and is beyond the control of the employee and sometimes
beyond the control of the private enterprise also.

The ultimate objective is that they should not feel starved as it happened now and should not
be at the mercy of NGO's and other social organizations even for food, as they are experiencing today.
Again, a packet of food is not the only thing they need. They are humans and have other needs
as the middle class has. “Just think about the calls given by our PM and few Chief Ministers to
the citizens----“don't let them go hungry, do not charge rent from them.” Such calls do not
impart dignity to our working class who keep the wheel of the economy moving. Why can't the
government ensure that they have food and shelter in difficult times. Why should the
government pass on this responsibility to NGO's and other socio-religious organizations when
right to food is a fundamental right , a view taken by National Human Rights Commission as
well as Hon'ble Supreme Court. No developed country treats the working class so shabbily
this, as we witnessed in India, during the last two months.

Government can ensure this security by providing insurance cover to the employees of this
class by retaining 20% of the GST and other direct collections for this purpose. Any employee or the
self employed simply needs to get himself registered with the government , either himself or through
the employer.

As a second step, the government needs to make family pension reasonable enough to
provide subsistence to the retired private sector employees. It is a real shame that a Private sector
employee covered under EPF  gets a maximum family pension Rs 1200 odd PM with no further
provision of increase whereas even a peon in govt , after his retirement gets a pension of minimum Rs
30000 plus assured 12% increase every year and a bonanza of few lacs comes to him when the new
pay commission report is implemented. Even the old age pension is more than Rs 2000 PM in many
states.

But this is also a fact that when Govt. uses 20% of GST and other direct and indirect
taxes to meet this informal sector commitment then it may find difficult to meet the salary and
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/:ension bill of the government employees. But, then the government has to take many unpleasa

decisions after twenty five years of benevolence towards its employees. There is enough scope in all
the departments including defence.

Otherwise also reducing the salary bill has become necessary in the woke of Covid-19. From
1996 onwards the economy witnessed upward increase which enabled the Government to meet
burgeoning salary/pension bills. But now at least for the next one decade the world economy that
includes India, will only shrink but not expand( except with China as they are totally in a different
mould.) the government can't afford to continue with liberal provisions of various service
commissions. These will have to be reviewed. Then we need to keep in mind that with the spread
of educationand corresponding awakening , those working in the informal sector would refuse to be
exploited anymore and justifiably ask for their due from the government. Third, it is very important
that everyone doesn't see his salvation in the government. job. Government cannot have so many
jobs. Therefore, the solution lies in making private/informal sector jobs equally satisfying and to
achieve this the most important factor is future economic security.

Covid-19 has sent a warning and provided a much needed opportunity to do balancing act.
Government can't afford to indulge in social injustice in any democracy for a long time. If it
continues, huge upspring or unrest can't be ruled out which India can't afford. Though our
Constitution speaks loudly of social justice and that includes economic justice too and we have Apex
courts and High Courts to protect the constitutional provisions but it is the social injustice in its worst
form thatis being practiced by our Government.
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Medicine is available in other places also, Please contact us to know the name of the shop/dealer.
IRET GRATRRRIE S 7B 2317 daeX 45—T TUEHIG 160047
0172-2662870, 92179 70381, E-mail : bhartsood@yahoo.co.in
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In service
| PLASTICS LIMITED |

AN ISO 9001 COMPANY

C-36, Industrial Phase 2, S.A.S. Nagar, Mohali (Pb.) India
Phone : +91-172-2272942, 5098187, Fax : +91-172-2225224
E-mail : diplastplastic@yahoo.com, Web : www.diplast.com

QUALITY IS OUR STRENGTH

fasmmaer / Advertisement
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Half Page Rs. 250/- Full Page Rs. 500/- 75 words Rs. 100

Contact : Bhartendu Sood 231, Sector 45-A, Chandigarh
9217970381 and 0172-2662870
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