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Maharishi Dayananda and Christianity

Article By - Sita Ram Goel

Continue Old Edition....

hey proclaim that since creation and

till today, no wise man has been born

outside the British fold. The people
of Aryavarta have always been idiotic,
according to them. They believe that Hindus
have never made any progress. Far from
honouring the Vedas, they never hesitate in
denouncing those venerable Shastras. The
book which describes the tenets of
Brahmoism has place for Moses, Jesus and
Muhammad who are praised as great saints,
but it has no place for any ancient rishi,
howsoever great. They denounce Hindu
society for its division in castes, but they
never notice the racial consciousness which
runs deep in European society.

They claim that their search is only for
truth, whether it is found in the Bible or the
Quran, but they manage to miss the truth
which is in their own Vedic heritage. They
are running after Jesus without knowing what
their own rishis have bequeathed to them.
They discard the sacred thread as if it were
heavier than the foreign liveries they love to
wear. In the process, they have become
beggars in their own home and can do no
good either to themselves or to those among
whom they live. 1The critique of Christianity
which Dayananda had written at the same
time and which formed Chapter XIII of the
SatyArth PrakAsha was left out of the first
edition by the publisher in Varanasi.

He was a deputy collector in the British
administration and thought it prudent not to
annoy the missionaries. He dropped Chapter
XIV also because it was a critique of Islam
and he had many friends among the Muslim

gentry of United Provinces. Dayananda
himself became heavily preoccupied from
1876 onwards, first in the Punjab and then in
Rajasthan. The Arya Samaj he had founded
in 1875 was being placed on a firm footing.
He had also several other major books in
hand. It was only in 1882 that he undertook a
revision of the Satyarth Prakash for its
second edition. The copy which was sent to
the press in installments included the
chapters on Christianity and Islam. He did
not live to see the second edition which was
published an year after his death in 1883. But
by now the public at large had come to know
his position vis-a-vis Christianity. His two
dozen disputations with leading Christian
missionaries, mostly in the Punjab, had left
nobody in doubt that he had only contempt
for the imported and criminal creed.
Dayananda did not know the English
language, though he had tried to learn it at
one time. He had to depend on Sanskrit and
Hindi translations of the Bible done by some
leading missionaries. Nor was he acquainted
with the critique of Christianity which had,
by his time, snowballed in the West. But his
handling of the two Testaments shows that
these were no disadvantages for him. His
sense of logical consistency was quite strong.
So was his humane and universal ethics
derived from Vedic exegesis. Dayananda
concentrated his attention on the character of
Jehovah. He found that Jehovah was not only
blood-thirsty, vindictive and unjust but also
extremely whimsical. Jehovah alone, said
Dayananda, could choose a monster like
Moses as his prophet and reveal a barbarous
book like the Pentateuch. g
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