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Maharishi Dayananda and Christianity

Article By - Sita Ram Goel

ayananda was deeply pained by the

humiliations suffered by his people

which were caused by the military

government's repression and debased
Christian harangues against Hinduism. His
first priority was to restore his people's pride
in their country and their cultural heritage.
Centuries of foreign invasions had sunk
Hindu society into poverty, sloth and
defeatism. He mounted a frontal attack on
some Hindu sects and systems of thought
which he held responsible for this state of
affairs. Hindu orthodoxy reacted by branding
him as a hireling of Christian missionaries.
There were certain strains in his thought
which sounded like those of the alien creed.
The missionaries themselves watched him
for some time, for it appeared as if he was
making things easy for them.

It was a matter of principle with
Maharishi Dayananda not to speak on a
subject which he had not studied and
understood in advance. So he listened
patiently to the Christian missionaries
whenever and wherever they met him. There
were seven such meetings between 1866 and
1873. He met J. Robson at Ajmer in 1866.
During his stay in U.P. he had talks with J. T.
Scott who presented to him the Christian
position on various themes as well as a copy
of the New Testament. In 1870, he met Dr.
Rudolf Hoernle at Varanasi. On his way to
Calcutta in 1872, he met the well-known
Hindu convert Lal Behari De at Mughal Sarai
and exchanged notes with him on the nature
of sin and salvation. He discussed the nature
of God with some English and native
clergymen while he was staying at Bhagalpur

in the course of the same journey. By the time
he reached Calcutta, the Brahmo Samaj had
split into two. A minority consisting of those
who wanted to retain their. Hindu identity had
remained with the Adi Brahmo Samaj led by
Debendra Nath Tagore and Rajnarayan Bose.
The majority had walked away with Keshub
Chunder Sen who had formed his Church of
the New Dispensation (NababidhAna) and
started dreaming of becoming the prophet of a
new world religion. Dayananda saw with his
own eyes how infatuation with Christ had
reduced Keshub Chunder to a sanctimonious
humbug and turned him into a rootless
cosmopolitan. He also witnessed how
Debendra Nath Tagore was finding it difficult
to retrieve the ground lost when the Adi
Brahmo Samaj had repudiated the
fundamental tenets of Hinduism - the
authority of the Vedas, VarNAshrama-dharma,
the doctrine of rebirth, etc. The only
consolation he found in Calcutta was a
lecture, The Superiority of Hinduism, which
Rajnarayan Bose had delivered earlier and a
copy of which was presented to him.
Dayananda wrote a critique of

Brahmoism soon after he returned from
Calcutta. It was incorporated in Chapter XI
of his Satyartha Prakasha which was first
published from Varanasi in the beginning of
1875. The Brahmos, he wrote, have very
little love of their own country left in them.
Far from taking pride in their country and
their ancestors, they find fault with both.
They praise Christians and Englishmen in
their public speeches while they do not even
mention the rishis of old.

OO Continue next Edition
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