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A Biographical Sketch of Pandit Gurudatta Vidyarth

(Published on the occasion of Pt Gurudutta Vidyarthi Nirvan Divas)

andit Gurudatta Vidyarthi is

recognized to have been the greatest

achievement of Rishi Dayananda for

his ancient Aryan church. The dying
glance of the Rishi had miraculously
transformed the mettle which was there in
the young intrepid scholar. Had not death cut
short his scholastic career so early, the Arya
Samaj and through it the whole world of
religious and metaphysical though may have
been considerably enriched by his erudite
philosophic contributions, of which the few
dissertations and brief discourse he could, in
the midst of his manifold activities, find time
to write, gave sure promise.

An unmistakable vein of sincere love of
truth for which no sacrifice of personal glory
and earthly possession and comfort was too
great, runs through them all. This marks
Gurudatta out as a genuine philosopher, whose
craving for spiritual light was not simply
intellectual, it was the innermost call of his
disconsolate soul. He it was who recognized in
the last glance of Rishi Dayananda the soul of
a seer, anxious to save a money-mad world
from the dismal abyss of gross materialism, to
guide it away by the help of the eternal light of
the Veda to the empyrean heights of Spiritual
Bliss. In that departing glance he read a
message, a command to take up the challenge
which the asuri demonical, forces of Mammon
were throwing out to the ancient diava, divine,
culture of the Rishis.

The young boy of nineteen took the
challenge up, and coming of a warlike race
fought to the last on the side of truth and
righteousness. His was the death of a hero
who, like another young boy whom Muse

glorifies as having died on the station of his
duty in another sphere. Pandit Gurudatta was
the last male child of Lala Radhakishen
Sardana of Multan, whose ancestors had
distinguished themselves in the field both, of
letters and arms. He was born on 26th April
1864. His grandfather was the ambassador of
Nawab of Bahawalpur in the court of the
Amir of Kabul. From him he inherited an
aptitude from Persian which by a little
training in the primary classes gave him a
working mastery of that language so that he
could in his boyhood dip into the deepest
waters of the Persian literature. He conceived
a fondness for Samskrita too in his
schooldays. And the first book that after his
study of the Samskrita Priimer fell into the
young boy’s hands was the Rig Vedadi
Bhashya Bhumika of Swami Dayananda.

He forthwith approached the authorities of
Arya Samaj at Multan and challenged then to
either make arrangements for his study of the
Ashtadhyayi and the Vedas or accept that the
scriptures for which they claimed infallibility
were only trash. The alternatives proposed
appear to us to be an index to his sinner
nature. In his heart of hearts he was convinced
of the intellectual and spiritual worth of the
Vedas, an introduction to which by the Rishi
of the time he had already read.It was his
impatience, and irresistible zeal to read more
which prompted him to the blasphemous
insinuation that the Vedas could, if the were
not taught him, be regarded as trash. The
Multan Arya Samaj engaged a Pandit who
found it beyond his learning and pedagogic
capacity to satisfy the little Vidyarthi.

HE Continue next Edition....
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