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POST-COVID

RELIGION MUST BE GOD-CENTRED AND PRIEST-FREE

-l AT, AT 9

Worship must be to spiritual life agendas. This specious faith is usethough the COVID pandemic has
what breathing is to physical life. to suppress in human beings th€ome to emancipate us from this

Just as there are no middlemen imivine attributes of love, truth,

subhuman religiosity. The virus has

our breathing-- except the deadlyjustice and compassion. This goe$reed us from our addiction to
middleman of pollution--in the against the grain of scriptures. Fopriestly potions in temples,
spiritual breathing of worship too, that reason, the light of scriptures ischurches, and mosques. The fact that

there must be no middlemen.

kept hidden from believers.

the rupture in people’s addiction to

Written by Swami Agnivesh , Historically, it was the priestly class places of worship is enabling many
Valson Thampu Updated: June 30that exalted faith above the attribute$o recognise the superfluity of priest-

2020 9:18:33 am

Misusing faith, religious dethroning of God.
establishments and the priestly class Opinion Resetting civilisation in
distorted religious culture and madepost-Covid-19 world Misusing faith,
the life of religious communities
centred not on God, but places of
worship.

We are living, said Pope Francis,
not so much in an era of change as
in a change of era. The COVID-19 gy .
pandemic is a watershed moment in L
history. The present disarray,
destruction and suffering are the
birthing pangs of a new era. We hear
the footfalls of the departing gods
fading behind us, even if we don't
see the footprints of the incoming
gods in front of us.

of God. This had the effect of themanipulated,

temple-centred
religiosity, is troubling the priestly
class as awhole. Itis now fairly clear
that religiosity of this kind was not
for the sake of the people, but people
were being used for the profit of
religious establishments.

Unlike love, which is universal,
faith is inherently parochial. Faith is
exclusive to religious groups. Zeal
for one’s faith breeds hate and
hostility to the faiths of others. It is
this naiveté that custodians of
religions breed and exploit to deadly
effect.

The priestly class can be trusted
to import their agenda into the post-
COVID era. It is in the interest of

The brunt of this transition falls religious establishments and théumanity that they be not allowed
on religions because they thrive orpriestly class distorted religiousto do this. A new age needs a new
the past. All religions claim to be culture and made the life of religiousspiritual vision. That vision has to
inheritors of exclusive spiritual communities centred not on God, bube informed by the godly attributes

legacies, which they treat as closeglaces of worship. To hide theof

systems. They hold zealously to therrationality this entailed, they
letter and litter of it, even though thedistorted the

idea of God.

love, truth, justice and
compassion. The priestly class has
no use for these values. They are

world around them has changedConsequently, the omnipresent Godncompatible with priestly interests.
beyond recognition. As a result,became a local deity who staysThe new world cannot live on their
religions remain enclaves oftamely confined within the narrow regressive menu from the past. It is
regression in an ever-changingradius of priestly interests andspirituality, not religion, that

world.

sleights of hand. God was turned intdiumankind in the new world needs.
This results from the supremacyan alibi for fragmenting humankind,

Opinion Social distancing is

that religions attach to “faith”. Faith and an excuse for spreadingantithetical to festivals, but it is the
is pitted against reason. Surely, thikcommunal poison. God of love only way

cannot be faith in God; for God isbecame God of hate. God of truth The virus has undermined every
Supreme Reason. It is faith in thebecame God of untruth. God of lightaspect of priest-driven religiosity.
religious establishment and itsbecame God of darkness. It looks agemples, mosques and churches are

Co
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TreTfed el HIAT =1fey o) Election Notification of

A ETE A g T A Arya Prathinidhi Sabha A.P.
TS =AM ST a9 2 | ; .

b . (United A.P. i.e. A.P. & Telangana States)

e T S ST Hyderabad, Telangana
ardafars ¥ & FHAl (Sabha represents both States A.P. and Telangana)
(9898-9€%9) B BT I A Reg. No. 6/52 (Old), 1342 (New and amended)
qHIST 1 Eg his faa & dad D.No. 4-2-15, Maharshi Dayanand Marg, Sultan Bazar,
B T TR B F e _ Hyderabad.
B =1 e & aE Election to Arya Pratinidhi Sabha A.P.
N N General Body and managing committee meetings of Arya

e S 8 W™ pratinidhi Sabha A.P. -Telangana were held on 2nd February

SgFeY SIS S & @3 B 2020 and 28th June 2020 respectively under the chairmanship
ot & o7kt & %3 Tl of President Sri Thakur Laxman Singh ji and resolved
W R Ru ) & Suremrm unanimously to hold the election to Arya Pratinidhi Sabha A.P. -
S BATAR TE AEEH AT Telangana (united A.P.) on Sunday the 2nd August 2020.
TSTHITCeh T=X o fh-Teg s

Election to Arya Pratinidhi Sabha, A.P. -Telangana (united
frereg sev & faawe (| A.P.) will be held under the observer and election officership
fafere) ® frd seadr appointed by Sarvadeshik Arya Pratinidhi Sabha 3/5, Asaf Al
Tl 1 9 AT IAT aTEdl

Road, New Delhi. Notice will be sent to all delegates who have
) . been elected and approved by Arya Pratinidhi Sabha on 28th
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June 2020.

Election Schedule :1. Election date : Sunday 2-8-2020
2. Nomination time 10 a.m. to 12 noon

3. Scrutiny time 12-10 p.m. to 2 p.m.

4. Withdrawl time 2-30 p.m. to 4-30 p.m.
5. Polling if necessary 5-00 p.m. to 7-00 p.m.

6. Counting . 7-05 p.m. till end

Results will be announced after completion of counting.
{ o -@,—:—;fz_;:r:.g‘

President Secretary

Arya Pratinidhi Sabha A.P.-Telangana

closed. Most people do not missspiritual breathing of worship too,
them! The tinkling of coins is no there must be no middlemen.
longer heard in sanctuaries, and that The emphasis must shift from
does not seem to upset gods. Thealvation to social justice, from piety
communal nexus between religionto peace, from rituals to human
and politics stands paralysed. Postdevelopment, from divisive faith to
COVID, religion must be God- universal love. Humanity must be
centred and priest-free, unburdened€€ at last to recognise the God of
with places of worship. Worship,JUSt'C_e who has no favourites or
free from rituals, dogmas, deceptiorSPECial agents.. ,

and priestly hypocrisy, must nourish _Thls_a_lrtlcle first appeared in the
life. Worship must be to spiritual life print edition on June 30, 2020 under

what breathing is to physical life. the title "Emancipated By Virus”.

) .Agnivesh is a Vedic scholar and
Just as there are no middlemen in > . o

. social activist and Thampu was
our breathing—except the deadly

middleman of pollution—in the

principal of
St. Stephen’s College, Delhi.
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Election Notification of

Arya Prathinidhi Sabha A.P.

(United A.P. i.e. A.P. & Telangana States)
Hyderabad, Telangana
(Sabha represents both States A.P. and Telangana)
Reg. No. 6/52 (Old), 1342 (New and amended)
D.No. 4-2-15, Maharshi Dayanand Marg, Sultan Bazar, Hyderabad.

Election to Arya Pratinidhi Sabha A.P.

General Body and managing committee meetings of Arya Pratinidhi Sabha A.P.
-Telangana were held on 2nd February 2020 and 28th June 2020 respectively under the
chairmanship of President Sri Thakur Laxman Singh ji and resolved unanimously to hold the
election to Arya Pratinidhi Sabha A.P. -Telangana (united A.P.) on Sunday the 2nd August 2020.

Election to Arya Pratinidhi Sabha, A.P. -Telangana (united A.P.) will be held under the
observer and election officership appointed by Sarvadeshik Arya Pratinidhi Sabha 3/5, Asaf Al
Road, New Delhi. Notice will be sent to all delegates who have been elected and approved by
Arya Pratinidhi Sabha on 28th June 2020.

Election Schedule :

[e)

5.

1. Election date :  Sunday 2-8-2020

2. Nomination time : 10 a.m. to 12 noon

3. Scrutiny time : 12-10 p.m. to 2 p.m.

4. Withdrawl time . 2-30 p.m. to 4-30 p.m.
5. Polling if necessary . 5-00 p.m. to 7-00 p.m.
6. Counting . 7-05 p.m. till end

Results will be announced after completlon of counting.

N\%, =L
President Secretary
Arya Pratinidhi Sabha A.P.-Telangana Arya Pratinidhi Sabha A.P.-Telangana
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