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The other was the conduct of the
Gosains. These persons seemed to
be good, but really they were very
wicked. One day Munshi Ram
chanced to see their wickedness with
his own eyes. Both these things made
him lose his faith in the Brahmin
priests ofIndia.

After some days’ stay at
Mathura, Munshi Ram reached
Taiwan. There his marriage was
celebrated. He spent about a month
there, sometime in his own house and
sometime in the house of his father-
in-law. Then he thought of going back
to Benares. But before he did so he
went to Bareilly where his father was
the Kotwal of the city. At Bareilly
things were no better than at Benares.
Here, also, the rich people lived a life
ofluxury. They drove about in fine
carriages, they drank heavily and
were fond of music. Some of them
even married dancing girls. Munshi
Ram saw something of this society,
and in the end came to despise this
kind oflife.

Eventually he gave up his idea
of going to Benares. He went to
Allahabad instead and joined the
Muir Central College. There he
devoted himself to his studies. He
took a great interest in Chemistry and
Psychology. After sometime, he took
his examination, but did not sueceed.
This was because he fell ill on the
day when he had to sit for the paper
on Logic.

After this he did not like to stay
in Allahabad. He thought of joining
the Muslim College at Aligarh. But as
soon as he reached that place, cholera
broke out. The college was, therefore,

interesting and convincing. ......

....... When Munshi Ram arrived at the place of the lecture, he felt very surprised for
in the audience he saw some Englishmen. But he was all the more surprised when he
listened to the lecture. He wondered how a man who knew only Sanskrit could be so

...... Swami Dayanand heard him patientlyand kept quiet. But next day in the
course of his lecture the Swami said, “1 will always speak the truth, come what may. 1
do not care for the Collector nor am 1 afraid of the Commissioner. Even the Governor
cannot hold me back from telling the truth. I stand for truth and I will die for it.” ....

closed, and he had to go back to
Bareilly once again.

While he was at Bareilly, Swami
Dayanand arrived there. Munshi
Ram’s father attended some of his
lectures and asked his son to do the
same. But he did not like to do so.
“There cannot be much in the lectures
of a gentleman who knows only
Sanskrit,” he said to himself. But his
father pressed him again and again
to go to the Swami ‘s leetures. At last
he agreed.

When he arrived at the place of
the lecture, he felt very surprised for
in the audience he saw some
Englishmen. But he was all the more
surprised when he listened to the
lecture. He wondered how a man who
knew only Sanskrit could be so
interesting and convincing. After this
it became a habit with him to see as
much of Swami Dayanand as
possible. He did not go to the lectures
only, but also went to the Swami’s
private meetings. From these he learnt
a lot about the Swami.

But the Swami did more than
reveal his knowledge in his lectures.
He was areformer and found fault with
everything that he found bad
amongst the Hindus. One day he
criticized the Christians also. At this
the Commissioner sent for the
Swami’s host and said to him, “Please
tell the Swami riot to say hard things

about other people. By doing so he
injures their feelings.” The host
agreed to do so. But when he went
up to the Swami, his heart sank within
him. He asked other people to do this
difficult task. But none dared do it.
After much hesitation he at last gave
the message to the Swami himself.

Swami Dayanand heard him
patientlyand kept quiet. But next day
in the course of his lecture the Swami
said, “1 will always speak the truth,
come what may. 1 do not care for the
Collector nor am 1 afraid of the
Commissioner. Even the Governor
cannot hold me back from telling the
truth. I stand for truth and I will die
forit.”

All these things impressed
Munshi Ram very much. But still he
said to himself, “The Swami would
be a very great man if only he did not
believe in God and the Vedas.” One
day he even made up his mind to
have a talk with the Swami on the
existence of God. The Swami gave
such convincing replies to his
questions that he could not say
much. Then he said to him, “ It is true
you have more logic than I. But
though your logic makes me dumb,
my mind remains unchanged I cannot
believe in God in spite of what you
say.”

At this the Swami said, “Nobody
can convince you of the existence of

— -
God. It is only He who can do away
with your doubts.”

The Swami left Bareilly after
some days, but Munshi Ram never
forgot him. He remembered his faith
in God, his logic, his humour and his
fearlessness. But still he did not
believe in God.

Another person who influenced
him at this time was his wife. She was
an extremely good woman and was
staying with him at Bareilly. It was
the rule of her life never to take her
meals before her husband had his.
One day Munshi Ram did not arrive
till late in the night. But she waited
patiently for him. At last he came
home slightly the worse for drink.
Instead of reproaching him she looked
after him with great care. When he
recovered he asked her, “ Have you
had your meals?” She replied, “How
can [, when you have not had yours.”
This act of devotion on her part
impressed him very much. From that
day he began to look upon her as his
best friend. He made up his mind not
to keep back anything from her in
future.

To be continued......
With thanks By:
"Makers of Arya Samaj"
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