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One nlght he was present at the
dinner of a friend of his, where most
of the guests were drinking. It is said
that Munshi Ram also drank a little.
But one ofthe guests drank so much
that he could not walk steadily.
Munshi Ram saw him home. But when
this man reached his house he started
to drink again. The result was that he
felt very sick. He also said many
improper things.

To Munshi Ram this man
appeared to be a confirmed drunkard.
He had lost all control over himself.
He was, in the eyes of some, an object
oflaughter, but to Munshi Ram he
appeared to be an object of pity. “So
this comes of drinking. It makes
beasts of us. It makes us forget
ourselves. It leads us to do things
which no man in his senses would
ever do,” though Munshi Ram.

It then seemed as if Swami
Dayanand stood in front of him. He
seemed to ask him, “What have you
made of your life? Why have you
fallen so low? Won’t you give up this
bad company and make an attempt to
be a goodman?”

Munshi Ram turned these things
over in his mind for sometime. At last
he resolved never to touch wine
again. After this he went to sleep. Next
morning when he woke up, he was
pleased with his decision. That very
day he left for Lahore. Needless to
say, he remained faithful to his
resolution all his life.

At Lahore he devoted himself to
his studies with all his heart. In his
spare time he attended meetings of
the BrahmoSamaj and the Arya
Samaj. One Brahmo preacher

....... When Munshi Ram arrived at the place of the lecture, he felt very surprised for
in the audience he saw some Englishmen. But he was all the more surprised when he
listened to the lecture. He wondered how a man who knew only Sanskrit could be so

interesting and convincing. ......

...... Swami Dayanand heard him patientlyand kept quiet. But next day in the
course of his lecture the Swami said, “1 will always speak the truth, come what may. 1
do not care for the Collector nor am 1 afraid of the Commissioner. Even the Governor
cannot hold me back from telling the truth. I stand for truth and I will die for it.” ....

impressed him very much by his
earnestness and sincerity. He even
thought of joining the Brahmo Sama;j.
But he could not reconcile himself to
one of the doctrines of the Brahmo
Samaj. He had, therefore, to give up
this idea. It was at this time that he
got a copy ofthe Satyarth Prakash
(The Light of Truth) by Swami
Dayanand. He became interested in
it, and this completed his conversion
to the Arya Samaj. Then he joined it.
He was welcomed by all theArya
Samajists. They feltthey had drawn a
really able young man toward the
Arya Samaj. It is said that one of the
elders remarked at that time, “This
young man will infuse a new spirit
into the Arya Samaj.” These words
ultimately proved true.

Munshi Ram proved a zealous
worker in the cause of the Arya Samaj.
Even though he was a student, he
tried to explain its objects by
lecturing. His first public speech was
made at Jalandhar It was on the
subject of early marriage and the
practice of Brahmcharya. Such was
the effect of his lecture on the
audience that one of them said,
“Though my wife wants to betroth
our son, although he is only one year
old, T will not marry him till he is
twenty-five.”

About this time Munshi Ram’s
father fell a prey to a cruel disease

called paralysis. Munshi Ram went
to his native place to look after him.
The patient soon recovered but
Munshi Ram stayed on there.

One day there arose a difference
between father and son. It was one
of the sacred days of the Hindus. On
this day pitchers full of water and fruit
are given away to the Brahmins.
Munshi Ram’s father got a great
many pitchers and a lot of fruit for
this purpose. He wanted every
member of his family to give
something away. Everyone but
Munsh i Ram did so. Thereupon the
father asked him in an argry tone why
he was not doing so. Munshi Ram
said, “I have no faith in this kind of
charity. I have a great regard for the
real Brahmins, but none for the sort
of Brahmins we find here today. I do
not want to disobey you, but also I
do not want to do that which I think
unwise.” There upon the father kept
quiet.

After sometime Munshi Ram
thought ofleaving for Lahore. That
day his father asked him again to make
some offerings to the god in the
temple. But he refused. At this his
father flew into a rage and said, “If
you are inclined this way I do
notthink my last rites will be
performed properly.” Munshi Ram
then said, “I do not want to disobey
you, but surely you would not like

me to do a thing which I consider
wrong. I do not believe in these idols
and, therefore, cannot make any
offerings to them.” On hearing this
his father heaved a sigh and said,
“God’s will be done.”

Itis not, however, out of place to
relate that after sometime his father
also got interested in theArya Samaj.
Then he came to admire his sonfor.his
honestyandfrankness, On reaching
Lahore Munshi Ram again worked
hard at his books. But much of his
time he gave to theArya Samaj. He
sat for the examination, though he
was not declared successful.

Then he started his practice at
Jalandhar. His clerk had the words “
Legal Practitioner” written on his
signboard. As Munshi Ram thoughtit
was not true he had them removed at
once. One day his friends asked him
to dinner. They all persuaded him to
take drink. But no sooner was the cup
put to his lips than he was sick. At
this all his friends felt ashamed of
themselves.

To be continued......
With thanks By:
"Makers of Arya Samaj"
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