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On account of his regular
exercises he developed into a fine
youth. So he became a terror to all
the bullies of his school. It is
interesting to relate that he always
tried to protect his weak classmates
from these bullies.

After some time Munshi Ram sat
for the Entrance examination. He did
all his papers well and expected to
succeed. But only a day before the
examination was over, he was told that
all the students would have to sit
again for their examination in English.
This was done, because it was
suspected that the English questions
had leaked out. Munshi Ram was very
annoyed at this. He was all the more
annoyed because he would have to
put off going to see his mother at
Talwan.

For some time he did not know
what to do. At last he made up his
mind not to take the examination.

Then he set outforhis native
place all alone. There a happy event
awaited him. He was to be engaged
to the daughter of a rich man. His
mother was naturally glad to see him.
But he reached the place in rather low
spirits. It was because he had lost
some of his things on the way.

After a few months he went back
to his school. But he took no interest

Munshi Ram now sent to a Mission School at Benares. Inspite of
everything, he had kept up the habit of going to the temple every morning
and evening. But one day a strange thing happened. He went as usual to the
temple of Vishwa Nath. But he was not permitted to enter it. This was because
some Rani was at that time worshipping there. Young Munshi Ram could not
understand this. “Why should not the temple be open to all, rich and poor
alike?” He asked himself. “Why should the god favour the rich and neglect
the poor? Should he not be good to all?”

in his studies. He absented himself
from the school very often. At last
his name was struck off the rolls of
the school. But his father knew
nothing about it. He did not know that
his son spent most of his time in
seeing the sights of Benares.

He also developed a passion for
reading novels at this time. So fond
was he of reading that he would even
read them by moonlight. But his
father never thought that he was
neglecting his studies. On the other
hand he thought the boy was
devoting his time to his own books.
It was no wonder that he failed in the
examination that year.

He was now sent to a Mission
School at Benares. Inspite of
everything, he had kept up the habit
of going to the temple every morning
and evening. But one day a strange
thing happened. He went as usual to
the temple of Vishwa Nath. But he was
not permitted to enter it. This was
because some Rani was at that time

worshipping there. Young Munshi
Ram could not understand this.
“Why should not the temple be open
to all, rich and poor alike?” He asked
himself. “Why should the god favour
the rich and neglect the poor? Should
he not be good to all?”

On account of this he lost his
faith in idol worship. He even thought
of turning Christian. But Christianity
soon lost its interest for him. He
therefore became a prey to many
doubts and fears. His mother also died
at this time. All these things made him
very unhappy. Yet he was still able to
pass the examination. He stood first
among the successful candidates
that year.

He now joined the Queen’s
College at Benares. But there again
he fell into evil company. He smoked
a great deal. It is said that he also
took to other evil pastimes. The result
was that he went from bad to worse.
He did not do any serious reading,
but devoted himself only to the study

of novels. He specially read the
novels of Sir Waiter Scott. These fired
his imagination and he wanted to play
the knight. He liked to lead a life of
adventure, and do all sorts of daring
things.

But all this came to an end when
his father asked him to go to Taiwan
for his marriage. Before he went there
he spent a few days at Mathura. At
this place he saw many interesting
things. Two of these he could never
forget. The one was the feast which
his father gave to the Choube
Brahmins. Four of these persons were
invited. They ate such a lot that
Munshi Ram’s father feared for their
health. But nothing happened to
them. They’ were found quite fit in
the evening, begging for more food.

To be continued......
With thanks By:
"Makers of Arya Samaj"
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