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Continue From Last issue

Now Munshi Ram entered upon
one ofthe busiest periods of his life.
He edited his weekly paper; he looked
after his practice; and above all he
gave much of his time to the Arya
Pritinidhi Sabha. But he was not
satisfied with all this. He loved the
ancient Aryan culture and wanted to
revive it. The best way to do so, he
thought, was to found a Gurukula. It
was to be a kind of college where
boys were to be taught from the age
of six to twenty-five. This was the
ancient Aryan ideal of education. It
was also thought that these students
should stay away from cities. They
would thus live where they studied.
And this should go on till they had
fmished their education.

It was a new idea, and nobody
knew how it would be received by
the people. But Munshi Ram’s energy
and determination overcame all
obstacles. First of all, he toured the
country to collect thirty thousand
rupees. After having done so he fixed
upon a fine spot at Kangri near
Hardwar for the buildings of the
Gurukula. This was the gift of a rich
landlord ofNajibabad named Munshi
Aman Singh. When Munshi Ram
took it over, it was nothing but a
jungle. But soon he had it cleared.
After some time it became one of the
best sites in the country. All this was
due to the self-sacrifice ofMunshi
Ram and his band of devoted
workers.

The Gurukula, thought Munshi
Ram, should differ from ordinary
schools and colleges. In the first
place, it should enjoin celibacy on the
students. In other words the students
should cultivate purity in thought,
word and deed. This could only be
done if the students were kept away

....... When Munshi Ram arrived at the place of the lecture, he felt very surprised for
in the audience he saw some Englishmen. But he was all the more surprised when he
listened to the lecture. He wondered how a man who knew only Sanskrit could be so

interesting and convincing. ......

...... Swami Dayanand heard him patientlyand kept quiet. But next day in the
course of his lecture the Swami said, “1 will always speak the truth, come what may. 1
do not care for the Collector nor am 1 afraid of the Commissioner. Even the Governor
cannot hold me back from telling the truth. I stand for truth and I will die for it.” ....

from the temptations of cities. He also
believed that education should be
imparted to the students through the
medium ofHindi. This appeared to be
at first a very difficult task. But
afterwards people came to believe that
it was a very wise thing to do.

But Munshi Ram did not want
the Gurukula to impart instruction
only in the ancient Sanskrit. He also
wanted the students to learn modem
languages and science. On this
question there arose a difference
between him and some of his eo-
workers. But Munshi Ram remained
film. Some of his devoted friends left
him, but time has justified his actions.

Munshi Ram also believed that
the Gurukula should be independent
of Government control. He did not
think that the aim of education should
be to qualify students for employ-
ment. He believed that the aim of
education was to develop character
and to produce good and noble
citizens. So he said, “My students will
not run after petty jobs. They will do
something better and nobler. They
will be the builders of a nation.”

These were the ideals that
inspired Munshi Ram. To carry them
into effect he gave up everything. He
left both his home and his practice.
From this time onward the Gurukula
was everything to him. He lived there
and fully shared the-life of the
students. He prayed with them, he
took exercise with them and dined
with them. Sometimes he also took

part in instructing them. Whatever
time was to spare was given to the
work of building and to the laying out
ofthe garden. No wonder that
everybody called him Mahatma, or
the great-souled one.

Just at this time the Arya Samaj
ists became suspected by their rulers.
They were subjected to all kinds of
persecution. The most well-known of
these was the prosecution oftheArya
Samajists by the Patiala State. Most
oftheArya Samajists there were
arrested. Then a case was started
against them for disloyalty to the
State. But while the State itself
engaged the best English lawyers,
these people were not permitted to
have any lawyers outside the State.

Mahatma Munshi Ram saw all
this and was very grieved. So he wrote
articles to arouse public opinion. He
also toured the province and delivered
lectures. Then he collected money for
the defence of theArya Samajists. He
himself, assisted by some able
lawyers, took the defence into his own
hands. Finally, he saw the Maharaja,
to whom he represented the true facts
of the case. The result of all this was
that the case against the Arya
Samajists was withdrawn. But the
Maharaja ordered that all Arya
Samajists who were not residents of
the State should leave within seven
days. Through this order many of
them lost their jobs. But Mahatma
Munshi Ram employed some of them
in the Gurukula itself. In this manner

he saved some people from a great
deal of misfortune.

During this period the mission
of the Gurukula also came to be
misunderstood. Some thought that it
taught its pupils the use of arms.
Others thought that it taught
horsemanship. One gentleman wrote
in the papers that he had seen with
his own eyes the Brahmcharis learn-
ing archery. All this implied that the
students of the Gurukula were
engaged in some unlawful activities.
But Mahatma Munshi Ram soon
dispelled all these fears and doubts.
He invited the Lieutenant Governor
ofthe U’P, to visit the place. Sir James
Meston, now Lord Meston, went
there three times. The last time he
went he was accompanied by the
Viceroy ofIndia, Lord Chelmsford.
They saw everything with their own
eyes. They were struck with the
simple life ofthe students, and
admired the courage of Mahatma
Munshi Ram.

After sometime it occurred to
Mahatma Munshi Ram that it would
be very useful to have a fixed capital
of fifteen lacs for the Gurukula. His
idea was to run it with the interest on
this sum, plus the fees of the students.

To be continued......
With thanks By:
"Makers of Arya Samaj"
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