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In the meantime his father’s
health went from bad to worse, so
Munshi Ram set out for Taiwan.
When he reached home his father
showed him his will. He had divided
his lands and houses equally
between his sons, but had left all the
cash and ornaments to Munshi Ram.
Munshi Ram thought it would be
unjust on his part to take all that. So
he tore the will into pieces. This made
his father believe all the more in his
goodness. After a few days his father
died. His dead body was cremated
according to the Vedic rites. After his
death all the property was divided
equally amongst the brothers.

For some time after this Munshi
Ram divided his time between his
practice and the Arya Samaj. But as
time passed the Arya Samaj came to
claim more and more of his attention.
He took part in debates. He organized
prayer meetings of the families of the
Arya Samajists. He delivered lectures
on theArya Samaj. He also helped L.
Dev Raj of Jalandhar to devise new
ways for collecting funds for the Arya
Samaj. Two of these may be
mentioned here. One was that every
Arya Samajist was asked to set apart
a handful of flour every day. The
other was that the Arya Samajists did
not destroy waste paper but sold it
to help the funds ofthe Arya Samaj.

At the same time Munshi Ram
took seriously to the study of the
Shastras. The need of this was
impressed upon him by Pt. Guru Outt
and other devoted young men. This
study not only increased his knowl-
edge, but also enabled him to face
disappointments with calmness. In
other words, it strengthened his
character. Munshi Ram was doing well
in his practice at this time. He was a

interesting and convincing. ......

....... When Munshi Ram arrived at the place of the lecture, he felt very surprised for
in the audience he saw some Englishmen. But he was all the more surprised when he
listened to the lecture. He wondered how a man who knew only Sanskrit could be so

...... Swami Dayanand heard him patientlyand kept quiet. But next day in the
course of his lecture the Swami said, “1 will always speak the truth, come what may. 1
do not care for the Collector nor am 1 afraid of the Commissioner. Even the Governor
cannot hold me back from telling the truth. I stand for truth and I will die for it.” ....

good speaker and knew the law well.
For these reasons he was much
sought after by litigants.

It is said about a certain Sikh
gentleman that he wanted to engage
a lawyer for his case. He went about
the courts and heard every lawyer
speak. None impressed him very
much, until he heard Munshi Ram
argue a case in court. He was so
impressed that he engaged him for
his case with a fee ofRs. 1,000. After
sometime Munshi Ram’s practice
began to dwindle because he did not
accept cases which involved fraud or
dishonesty of any kind. He never
regretted this, however, for his
profession did not mean much to him.
TheArya Samaj was everything. He
was one ofthoseArya Samajists who
practise what they believe. For
instance, he believed that women
should not be kept in purdah. So he
asked his wife to discard it. Then he
took her out with him on long walks.
This was something very unusual in
those days.

He also believed in educating
girls. So he sent his eldest girl t? a
local girls’ school which was run by a
Christian mission. He was, however,
surprised to fmd one day that the
little girl was singing a song about
Christ. This pained him very much.
So with the help ofL. Oev Raj he
founded a girls’ school. This is now
known as the Kanya Maha Vidyalaya
ofJalandhar. It is a fine institution and
has a large number of gitls on its rolls.

Munshi Ram now felt that it was
necessary to have a newspaper to
make the work and the ideals of the
Arya Samaj popular. He therefore
started the Sad Dharm Pracharak.
Sixteen other gentlemen each paid Rs.
25, but after a while Munshi paid them
off. Then he supported it by himself.
This paper rendered a great service
to the cause oftheArya Samaj.
Though it was at first published in
Urdu, yet its Urdu was such as
contained a very large number of
Hindi words. In this way its readers
came to be familiar with Hindi also.

Munshi Ram was an untiring
worker in the cause ofthe Arya Samaj,
and he spent much of his time in
visiting new places to establishArya
Samajees there. He was a fearless man,
and spoke strongly against those
who did not live up to the creed of
the Arya Samaj. By doing so he made
many enemies. But he was not afraid
ofthem. About this time the Kumbh
fair was held at Hardwar. Munshi Ram
worked hard for it and was put
incharge of the Prachar work of the
Arya Samaj there.

But his life became darkened by
death. His eldest brother-in-law died,
and he felt his loss very much. Then
he heard the sad news of the death of
Pt. Guru Outt. Both of them were great
friends and fellow workers in the same
cause. So he felt very sad at this loss.
L. Sain Oas, the leader of the Arya
Samaj, also died. This was a great
blow to the cause oftheArya Samaj.

He had hardly recovered from
these shocks when his wife passed
away. She was a very good woman,
and her death caused him much grief.
After her death he found a message
that she had left for him. It said, “I am
about to die. Please forgive all my
faults. You will probably get a better,
wiser and prettier wife than myself.
But please do not forget the children.
Good-bye.” These words touched the
heart of Munshi Ram very much. He
vowed never to marry again, and he
kept his vow.

At this time he was elected
President ofthe Arya Pritipidhi Sabha,
Lahore. This was the chief
organization of the Arya Samajees.
But this proved a very difficult job
for him. It became all the more difficult
on account of the differences between
the Arya Samaj ists. On the one hand,
there were some who thought that the
0.A.V. College, Lahore was of great
importance. On the other hand, there
were others who did not think so.
This struggle lasted long. In the end
the Arya-Samaj came to be divided
into two camps. One party was led
by L. Hans Raj, Principal ofthe O.A.Y.
College, Lahore. The other was led
by MunshiRam.

To be continued......
With thanks By:
"Makers of Arya Samaj"
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