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To accomplish this he gave up
his own money. Then he collected
money from others. He wanted to
spend this money in building an
Agricultural College which should be
attached to the Gurukula. He was
anxious for the students to learn
farming. He also wanted them to
receive some kind of industrial
training. Above all, he desired that
they should have an Ayurvedic
college oftheir own. He was able to
have some of these things done, but
others remained mere dreams.

By this time the Gurukula had
become a great institution. Its fame
had spread far and wide. People came
from all parts of the world to see it.
They were all full of admiration for it.
Its site touched their hearts, while its
scheme of studies filled them with
delight. They all congratulated
Mahatma Munshi Ram on his work.

But Mahatma Munshi Ram
himself was not quite satisfied with
what he had done. It is true that
Gurukula had become popular, but
this was not the aim of his life.

According to the Shastras every
Hindu has to pass through four
stages oflife. First of all he is to be a
student. Then he has to live as a
householder. After this he has to cut
himself away from his family. Last of
all, he has to become a Sanyasi, when
he has to give up everything.
Mahatma Munshi Ram had passed
through the first three stages. He now
wanted to be a Sanyasi. He wanted
to give up everything. It was his
desire to devote himself entirely to
the contemplation of God and the
service of others.

But his friends did not want him
to do this. They thought that he
should continue to devote himself to

...... Swami Shraddhanand left Mayapur after the ceremony. He then
travelled all over India. In the course of a year or so he delivered as many as
three hundred lectures. In all these he emphasized the need for Brahmcharya
or celibacy. He taught that people should build up their character. ‘Nations,’
he said, “become great only on account of the character of the persons that
compose them.” He also thought of writing the history of the Arya Samaj.
For this he collected material wherever he went........

the Gurukula and theArya Samaj. But
Mahatma Munshi Ram, after much
consideration, made up his mind to
become a Sanyasi or a recluse. So he
retired to the garden house at
Mayapur to think about this question.
The more he thought about it the
firmer became his resolve. At last he
publicly announced that he would
leave the Gurukula.

The day arrived when he was to
bid farewell to the Gurukula. On that
day everybody in the Gurukula gave
him a send-off. They all accompanied
him in procession as far as Mayapur.

Mahatma Munshi Ram walked at
the head of this procession. He had a
big staffin his hand and a yellow scarf
on his shoulders. He was followed
by the principal and the professors
of the Gurukula. After this came the
old graduates ofthe Gurukula. These
were followed by the students. When
the procession reached the place
where the families of the professors
lived alittle child rushed out. He cried,
“Grandpa, grandpa,” and clung to the
knees ofthe Mahatma. The child was
no other than his own grandson. This
touched every heart, but Mahatma
Munshi Ram remained unmoved.

At Mayapur the ceremony was
performed. Mahatma Munshi Ram
had his head shaved. He cast off his
former clothes and put on the
garments of a Sanyasi. Then his name
was changed. He now came to be
known as Swami Shraddhanand. He
vowed that he would not hanker after

any worldly thing. He also resolved
to devote himself entirely to the
service of mankind.

Swami Shraddhanand left
Mayapur after the ceremony. He then
travelled all over India. In the course
of a year or so he delivered as many
as three hundred lectures. In all these
he emphasized the need for
Brahmcharya or celibacy. He taught
that people should build up their
character. ‘Nations,’ he said, “become
great only on account of the character
of the persons that compose them.”
He also thought of writing the history
of the Arya Samaj. For this he
collected material wherever he went.

But this work had to be
suspended for two reasons. In the
first place, Swami Shraddhanand
learned that the Arya Samajists of
Dhaulpur State were in trouble. The
State authorities had ordered a part
of the Arya Samaj mandir to be
demolished. On this site public
conveniences were to be
constructed. The Arya Samajists
resented this and represented their
case to the State. But nobody listened
to them. At last Swami Shraddhanand
was sent for. He went and saw the
Prime Minister. But this had no effect.
Then Swami Shraddhanand said, “I
will starve myself to death unless you
change your mind.” The authorities
then agreed to the demands
oftheArya Samajists.

Some other time famine broke out
in Gharwal. Swami Shraddhanand was

approached by Pt. Madan Mohan
Malaviya to arginase relief there.

So he went and toured the famine-
stricken area. He found that the people
were really in great distress. So he
opened depots for the distribution of
grain. At some of these the grain was
distributed free. At others it was sold
at a very cheap rate.

After leaving Gharwal, Swamiji
stayed for sometime in the Gurukula,
where he wrote a report of the famine
relief. Then he left for Delhi. While
he was there the RowlattAct was
passed. This shocked the Indians very
much and they agitated against it. The
leader ofthis agitation was Mahatma
Gandhi. Mahatma Gandhi wanted to
go to Delhi to confer with some other
leaders. But he was prevented from
doing so. This created a great deal of
unrest amongst the people. This
showed itself especially at Delhi.
Crowds of people came out of their
homes and made for the railway
station. To prevent them from doing
so the Government called out the Mil
itary and the Police. A large number of
machine guns were also placed in
different parts ofthe city. In spite of all
these things the people could not be
kept under control.

To be continued......
With thanks By:
"Makers of Arya Samaj"
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