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Makers of the Arya Samaj : Swami Shraddhanand Ji

Continue From Last issue

Unfortunately some riots took
place between the Hindus and the
Mohammadans at Saharanpur,
Multan and other places. Delhi was
also the scene of a terrible riot. All
this upset the Indian leaders very
much. Mahatma Gandhi fasted for
twenty-one days in order to do
penance for the excesses of the
Hindus and the Mohammadans. But
some of his friends made use of this
opportunity in other ways. They
called a conference which was
attended by the representatives of all
the communities. At this conference
the problem of Hindu-Muslim Unity
was discussed and many valuable
decisions were reached. Swami
Shraddhanand here played a leading
part. He even promised to give up the
Shuddhi work if the Mohammadans
gave up their tabligh. ‘Needless to
say he fulfilled his promise to the
letter, but the Mohammadans did not.
So in the end he took to Shuddhi
again. To further his mission Swarniji
founded an Urdu daily. It was named
the 7ej. After sometime Swamiji went
to South India. There he did much for
the uplift of the non-Brahmins. He
helped them when some of them
started Satyagraha, at Waikom, in the
Cochin State. The object of this was
to give the non-Brahmins the right to
use the thor-oughfare leading to the
temple.

Then Swamiji felt the need for an
English weekly. So he started the
Liberator. It is a pity that it did not
have along life. Swamiji was a man of
varied activities. On his retum from
South India he founded the Kanya
Gurukula, near Delhi, for the

After coming out of the jail Swami Shraddhanand went back to Delhi.
Soon afterwards he received an invitation from Agra. Some Rajputs there,
who were Hindus in everything but in name, were to be converted to
Hinduism. This work appealed to him, and he toured the United Provinces
for this purpose. He was successful in his mission and won over the Rajputs.
The Rajputs were welcomed back to the fold. In the meantime the
Mohammadans took offence at this and tried to undo the Swami’s work. But
they failed. Then the Swami established the All-India Shuddhi Sabha. The
object of this was to bring non-Hindus into the fold of Hinduism.

education of girls. The money for this
was given by Seth Ragho Mal of
Calcutta. He was a great admirer
ofSwamiji. On his deathbed his last
wish was to see the Swami, but he
died before the Swami arrived.

One day when Swamiji was at
Delhi a Muslim woman came to him
and said, “I want to be converted to
Hinduism. I have always loved this
religion and have read much about it.
I have often thought of becoming a
Hindu, but I have not had the courage
to do so before. Please make a Hindu
of me and adopt me as your
daughter.” The Swami listened to her
and felt happy. After sometime her
father and husband arrived there.
They tried to dissuade her, but she
did not listen to them. Swamiji
admired her courage and converted
her to Hinduism. °

But this brought a great deal of
trouble on the head of the Swami. The
husband filed a case against him and
some others. It is interesting to relate,
however, that the Magistrate
acquitted them all. On account of this
the Mohammadans felt some
resentment against Swami Shraddh-
anand.

Just then Swami Shraddhanand’s
health was not good. He became
worse on account of his unceasing

activities, and fell a prey to
pneumonia. During his illness he was
treated by Dr. Ansari, the famous
physician of Delhi. After a few days
he recovered.

But Swamiji felt that his end was
drawing near. He sent for his son,
Mahashe Indra, and other fellow-
workers. He told them that they
should take down his will. But they
would not, for they said, “You are all
right now. The doctor says you will
be able to move about in a few days.”
But the Swami thought otherwise.

During his illness one of his
friends sent a wire asking about his
health. He replied that his end was
near. He said that he would be born
again for the service of his country.
Then he would have a stronger body.
He said the same thing to Pt. Din
Dyalu Sharma when he came to
enquire about his health. Everybody
was surprised at this. But Swamij i
felt he was right.

One afternoon Swamiji was
reclining in his bed when he heard a
noise outside. He asked his servant
what it meant. He replied that a
Mohammadanwanted to see him and
that he had asked him to come another
day. At this the Swami asked the
servant to bring the man in. When he
came in he said, “ I want to have a

talk with you about Islam.” “But I am
ill,” said Swami Shraddhanand. “You
can talk to me about it some other
day.” After this the man asked for
water Swamiji asked his servant to
give it to him. He took the stranger
outside and gave him water to drink.
After drinking it the man came back
again.

Then suddenly he drew a pistol
from his pocket. He fired a shot at
Swamiji which pierced his lungs. He
fired another shot, but the servant
rushed in and caught hold of him. He
fired a third shot. The servant tried
to snatch the pistol away from him.
Then he fired at the servant. Just then
the private secretary of Swami
Shraddhanand arrived on the spot.
He took the pistol away from the
assassin and prevented him from
running away. After this the police
arrived and arrested the man.

Thus ended the life of a great
Indian. Somebody has said of his end,
“Strange are the ways of God. It was
a Mohammadan doctor who saved
the Swami’s life. But it was another
Mohammadan who took it.”

To be continued......
With thanks By:
"Makers of Arya Samaj"
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