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Makers of the Arya Samaj : Mahatma HansraJ

Continue From Last issue
A student of science, he

was also familiar with literature.
His memory was wonderful and
his intellect very keen. He could
write English very well. L. Lajpat
Rai was a young man of great
energy. He could speak in a
way which moved people. He
was a great orator. Hans Raj
was known for his common-
sense, wisdom and foresight.
He thought things out calmly
and did his work patiently and
steadily. These three were the
pride oftheArya Samaj. Though
they differed from one another,
they had one thing in common.
They were very much devoted
to the Arya Samaj.

L. Sain Das knew how
useful these young men could
be to the Arya Samaj. So he
took exceptional interest in
them. Even though they were
young, he entrusted them with
responsible work. At that time
the Arya Samaj was in its infancy.
It needed an organ for making
its ideals known to the people.
L. Sain Das, therefore, started
The Regenerator of the Arya
Varta, an English weekly. He
asked Pt. Guru Duttand L. Hans
Raj to edit it. Other Arya
Samajists were surprised at

The Headmaster asked him where he had learned these things. Hans
Raj referred to a book named Qasas-i-Hind (the Story of India) which was

written in Urdu. In it were written the foHowing words,

“The Ancient Aryans

were a wise, intelligent and good people. They were highly civilized and
were always guided by noble principles. They worshipped only one God,
who pervades the whole world. They did not worship anything else but
Him. Their religion was based on very lofty principles. They believed that

action, worship and knowledge are the three chief parts of religion.”

But

this did not convince the Headmaster. He still kept to his own point of view.
To prove it he referred to a book which was used in the school. It said that

the ancient Aryans were barbarians.

this. But L. Sain Das knew
better. He knew that the young
men would make a success
oftheir job. And so they did.

But it meant hard work for
them. Hans Raj, especially, did
not spare himself. Every day he
would come back from the
college at eleven o’clock. Then
he would go straight to the
press. There he would correct
the proofs as well as revise the
articles sent by others. He would
also write something of his own.
At two 0' clock he was free.
Then he would go home and
take his meal.

That he wrote quite well for
his age none can deny. His first
article was shown to a
Bengalee gentleman, who liked
it. But Hans Raj wanted to get a
certain other gentleman’s
opinion on it. He therefore took
it to him. After going through it

the gentleman made only one
change. He changed the word
“slumber” into “deep sleep.”
This shows that even though an
undergraduate Hans Raj could
express himself with ease.
This journal served many
useful purposes. In the first
place, it helped to popularize
modern science. This was done
to remove the superstitions
then current amongst the
people. It also spread the
message ofthe Vedas. This it
did by interpreting every event
in the light of these sacred
books. But above all, it spoke
for the Arya Samaj.It defended
it against the attacks of others.
Though Hans Raj gave
much time to this work, yet he
did not neglect his studies. He
took his Degree in 1885, and
came second amongst the
successful candidates. The first

place was occupied by his
friend, Pt. Guru Duitt.

Hans Raj now stood at the
parting ofthe ways. At that time
it meant a great deal to be a
graduate. For a young man like
him, many careers were open.
He could have become a lawyer
and grown rich. He could have
joined one of the Government
services and done well. He
could also have sat for an
examination and qualified
himself as a Munsiff or an Extra
Assistant Commissioner.

To be continued......
With thanks By:
"Makers of Arya Samaj”
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