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Makers of the Arya Samaj : Mahatma HansraJ

Continue From Last issue
But before he could make

up his mind about any ofthese
things something happened
which decided his future for him.

Swami Dayanand Saraswati
the founder of the Arya Samaj,
had died in 1883. The Arya
Samajists of the Punjab wanted
to keep his memory alive. But
how could they do it? After
thinking it over for a long time,
they decided that a college
should be established. It should
be named the DayanandAnglo-
Vedic College, after Swami
Dayanand. lts objects would be
to encourage the study of
English literature and sciences.
It would also aim at spreading a
knowledge of Sanskrit, and of
the Vedas. Above all, it would
seek to revive Hindu culture.

For this purpose about
seven thousand rupees were
collected. A deputation visited
various places in the Punjab for
raising funds. The result was
that about thirty-two thousand
rupees were collected. But this
sum was not sufficient to run a
college. TheArya Samajists
were,naturally, filled with
disappointment. They did not
know what to do. But Hans Raj
came to their rescue.

It happened like this. After
his graduation Hans Raj wanted
to devote himself to the work of
the Arya Samaj. He wanted to
do so as an honorary worker,
that is, as one who would not
get any pay for his work. This
was, however, a very difficult
thing to do for a man of Hans
Raj’s means. As we know, his
father had left him nothing. His
brother also was not very rich.
So how could he do it?

One day he happened to
talk this matter over with his

The Headmaster asked him where he had learned these things. Hans
Raj referred to a book named Qasas-i-Hind (the Story of India) which was

written in Urdu. In it were written the foHowing words,

“The Ancient Aryans

were a wise, intelligent and good people. They were highly civilized and
were always guided by noble principles. They worshipped only one God,
who pervades the whole world. They did not worship anything else but
Him. Their religion was based on very lofty principles. They believed that

action, worship and knowledge are the three chief parts of religion.”

But

this did not convince the Headmaster. He still kept to his own point of view.
To prove it he referred to a book which was used in the school. It said that

the ancient Aryans were barbarians.

brother. Being a generous and
noble person, he at once
replied, “ If this is what you want
to do, please do not hesitate
because of money. ltis true | am
not very rich. Still, [ will share with
you whatever | have. While you
serve the country | will do
everything to keep you happy.”
These words filled Hans Raj with
courage and hope. As his mind
was definitely made up he wrote
to L. Sain Das offering his
honorary services to the
college.

This offer gladdened the
hearts of the Arya Samajists.
They started, the D.A.V. College
on the Ist of June, 1886. L. Hans
Rajwas appointed its first
honorary Headmaster. Though
young, he managed the school
very well. It had five hundred
students by the end of the first
year. Two years later
Intermediate classes were
started. In 1894 B.A. classes
were added. L. Hans Raj was
then made the Principal of the
college. He served in this
capacity for twenty- five years.

For the next twenty-five
years, therefore, the story of his
life is the story of the college.
As L. Lajpat Rai remarked, “L.
Hans Raj is the one person who
has given his all for the college.
It is impossible to think of the
college without him.

He has never spared

himself in its interests. He has
been its life and soul.”

Another gentleman has
remarked, “We can learn much
from L. Hans Raj. His life has
been a life of simplicity. He has
lived like a poor man in the
service of the college. To him
the college has been every
thing and he has served it with
his whole heart. Indeed, he
gave up everything for-its sake.
Nobody can find fault with his
life, it is so pure. The services
that he has rendered to the
public are many and for this he
will always be remembered. But
what has distinguished him
most has been his stead-
fastness of purpose. He has
never left anything unfinished,
which he has once set his heart
on doing.”

We may, therefore, ask
ourselves what L. Hans Raj has
done for the college.

In the first place, he made
the college a monument of self-
help. Before this college was
founded, people never thought
that a college in India could be
run by an Indian principal. But
L. Hans Raj showed that this
was possible. Again, it was
thought that it was not good for
a college that its staff should be
entirely Indian. But he was able
to manage the college with only
Indians as members of the staff.
It was also believed that for the

success of an institution the
management must have some
officials on it. But this college
was run without the help of any
officials. Again, it was believed
that Government aid was
necessary for an institution like
the D.A.V. College. But it was
run with the help of
subscriptions from the public
and especially from the Arya
Samajists. L. Hans Raj thus
made the college a unique
institution.

This was not the only way
in which he served the college.
He also did a good deal of
teaching. At first he lectured on
English literature. But this meant
too much strain on him, so he
began to teach the students
History and Economics. These
lectures were very useful to
young men. He delivered them
not merely to enable students
to pass the examination, but to
give them a thorough know-
ledge ofthe subject. Even today
it is possible to meet some of
his students in the Punjab who
would say, “L. Hans Raj’s
lectures on History and Political
Economy opened our eyes.

To be continued......
With thanks By:
"Makers of Arya Samaj"
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