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Makers of the Arya Samaj : Mahatma Hansraj

Hoshiarpur is one of the
most fertile districts in the
Punjab. It has a fine climate and
a good rainfall. A large number
of streams flow through it.
These are known as chos. It has
many mountains which add to
its beauty. Mangoes grow in
plenty, and people call it “the
Garden of the Punjab.” It is
inhabited mostly by Hindus.
Ofthese the Brahmins and the
Rajputs are the most important.
Since the number of Brahmins
is very large, there are many
temples and places of worship
there. The Rajputs, however,
are known for their strength and
fighting powers. Most of these
people live by tilling the soil.

In this district there is a
small town named Bajwara. It is
about three miles from
Hoshiarpur. It is an ancient and
historic town and was once the
capital of a small state. Raja
Sansar Chand was one of its
most famous rulers. Through
him the town came to be known
far and wide. He builta strong
fort there. Ifwe pay a visit to this
town we shall see the ruins of
the fort even now. This place is
inhabited mostly by Kshatriyas.

It was in this town that Hans
Raj was born in 1864. He came
of a respectable Kshatriya
family. This family had never

...... After coming out of the jail Swami Shraddhanand went back to
Delhi. Soon afterwards he received an invitation from Agra. Some Rajputs
there, who were Hindus in everything but in name, were to be converted
to Hinduism. This work appealed to him, and he toured the United
Provinces for this purpose. He was successful in his mission and won
over the Rajputs. The Rajputs were welcomed back to the fold. In the
meantime the Mohammadans took offence at this and tried to undo the
Swami’s work. But they failed. Then the Swami established the All-India
Shuddhi Sabha. The object of this was to bring non-Hindus into the fold

of Hinduism........

been rich, but had always been
known for its honesty and
industry. One of its members
was L. Chuni Lal, He had two
sons. One was called Mulk Raj
and the other was Hans Raj.
Though this man was not rich
he wanted to give his sons a
good education. He therefore
sent both ofthem to school.

Hans Raj was only ten years
old when his father died. It was
aterrible shock for all the family,
especially for the poor mother.
She did not know what would
happen to her. She was poor
and her children were very
young. She did not know how
she would be able to support
herself and the children.

It is said that she went to her
husband on his deathbed, and
asked him,” Who. will look after
me when you are gone?” The
dying man comforted her and
said, “God will take care of you.
He will provide for you and your
children. It is true you are poor

now, but | believe you will not
remain poor very long. | know
our name is very obscure, but |
am sure it will become famous
soon. | have great hopes in my
sons. They will be famous one
day. Trust in God, therefore, and
do not be afraid.”

After the death of their
father Mulk Raj left his native
place. He had passed the
entrance examination and went
to Lahore in search of a job.
There he secured service in the
Railway Department. It was a
petty job which brought him only
a few rupees a month. But on
this small pay Mulk Raj
supported his mother and the
other members of the family. He
sent for his younger brother and
put him in the local M ission
School at Lahore. He also made
it his duty to look after his
mother. He was able to do all
this because he practised
economy.

Thus Hans Raj read in the

Mission High School, Lahore.
He was a quiet, gentle and
hardworking boy and was liked
by all his teachers. His class-
fellows also liked him very
much. They all admired him for
his simplicity and frugality. But
the boy Hans Raj was
indifferent to the praise of
others. His only object at school
was to make the best use of his
time. So he read a lot, not only
his textbooks but other books
as well. He took a particular
interest in history. He had a
great liking for the history of his
own country, especially the
history of ancient India. He read
about the greatness oft he
Aryans. This filled him with pride
in the past of his country.
To be continued......
With thanks By:
"Makers of Arya Samaj"
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