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Makers of the Arya Samaj : Mahatma HansraJ

Continue From Last issue

Her health had been
indifferent for sometime. But
the trial of her son made her
condition worse. At last the
doctors gave up all hope of her
life. On her deathbed she
expressed a wish to see her
son. Her husband was naturally
very anxious to do what she
asked. The magistrate was
approached with an application
for bail on behalf of Bal Raj. This
was granted. When the happy
news was brought to the dying
mother she felt glad. But the
police refused to accept the
responsibility of taking Bal Raj
to Lahore, and her hopes were
dashed to the ground. She thus
died with a broken heart,
without seeing her son.

These two tragedies might
have broken any man. But they
did not ruffle L. Hans Raj. He
went about his work as usual.
He received visitors and
attended to them as usual. He
visited different Arya Samajees
and lectured there as before.
Even if anybody alluded to
these subjects he kept quiet. At
that time he showed the
indifference to pain which the
stoic used to have. It was no
wonder that people began to
call him a Mahatma. This title
was quite justified. He seems
to have a soul remarkable for
its greatness and strength.

In 1918 Mahatma Hans Raj
was asked to preside over the
Punjab Educational Confer-
ence. This was but natural, for

makes clear everything he says........

....... To achieve all this he had to be in the office every day for three
hours. He also went about from place to place delivering lectures. These
lectures were always much appreciated. It is true that he is not a fiery
orator like L. Lajpat Rai. But his speeches have a quiet charm of their own.
He is always at his best when he is relating the history of the Arya Samaj.
While doing so he often tells his hearers about the struggles, hardships and
self-sacrifice oftheArya Samajists of days gone by. He is equaily good
when he explains the lessons to be learnt from the study of the Ramayana
and the Mahabharta. His lectures are also very effective when he explains
the doctrines of the Arya Samaj. His great virtue as a speaker is that he

nobody in the province had
served longer in the field of
education than he. As president
he delivered a very fine
address which appealed to
everybody. He said in the
course of it, “Let there be no
illiterate person in this province.
Primary education should be
made free and compulsory for
all, for without it no nation can
make progress in the world.”
He suggested that in every
primary school students
should be taught how to be
good farmers and good
citizens. He further added that
the vernaculars should be
made the medium of instru-
ction. He also dealt with many
other problems.

After his retirement from
the Presidentship of the D.A.V.
College Managing Committee,
he was elected President ofthe
Provincial Representative
Assembly. This was the work
which had always been very
dear to his heart, for it meant
that he would be responsible
for spreading the message of
the Vedas. But this was not a
very easy thing to do.

On taking office he found

that the funds of the Assembly
were very scanty. The number
ofthe preachers was also
limited. The Arya Samajees in
the mofussil were also
indifferent. Some ofthem had
not paid any money for the
Assembly funds. Others had
not held the anniversaries for
a longtime. The first thing that
he did was to collect funds for
the Sabha. This he did by going
about from one place to
another. The next thing he did
was to raise the number of the
preachers. He then asked them
to visit the Arya Samajees at
different places. By going there
they realized their duties.

To achieve all this he had
to be in the office every day for
three hours. He also went
about from place to place
delivering lectures. These
lectures were always much
appreciated. ltis true that he is
not a fiery orator like L. Lajpat
Rai. But his speeches have a
quiet charm of their own. He is
always at his best when he is
relating the history of the Arya
Samaj. While doing so he often
tells his hearers about the
struggles, hardships and self-

sacrifice oftheArya Samajists
of days gone by. He is equaily
good when he explains the
lessons to be learnt from the
study of the Ramayana and the
Mahabharta. His lectures are
also very effective when he
explains the doctrines of the
Arya Samaj. His great virtue as
a speaker is that he makes
clear everything he says.

He was still the President
of this Assembly when famine
broke out in Gharwal. This was
due to the shortage of the rain.
After a short time he received
letters from Gharwal asking for
help. So he issued an appeal
for funds. The public had so
much confidence in him that he
collected a great deal of money
for the purpose. He then sent
a large number of volunteers
there. They opened depots at
many places, and grain was
distributed to the people.

To be continued......
With thanks By:
"Makers of Arya Samaj"
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