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Makers of the Arya Samaj : Mahatma HansraJ

Continue From Last issue

In this connection a story is
told about R. B. L. Lal Chand.
He was one of the foremost
lawyers in the province and
also rose to the Bench. While
he was one ofthe judges ofthe
Chief Court, Punjab, he acted
as the President ofthe D.A.V.
College Managing Committee.
One day a friend, desiring to
see him, was asked to go to
the D.A.V. College where he
could be found. On reaching
the place he found him
supervising the work of some
carpenters. He was astonished
atthis and said, “Aman like you
should not attend to such petty
work.” “My friend,” replied L. Lal
Chand, “why not, when the
money that is being spent is the
money of very poor people?” It
is this sense of duty and love
of economy which have
distinguished the workers of
this college.

After retiring from the
college, L. Hans Raj was
elected President of the D .A.
V.College Managing Commit-
tee. His own idea was to
devote himself to the work
oftheArya Samaj, but he had to
accept this’ office on account
of the death ofL. Lal Chand. At
that time no one else was
thought to be equal to this
responsibility. He continued to
work in this capacity till 1918.
Then he refused to hold this
office and made room for a
younger man. While in office he

....... A Sanskrit poet has said, “Before I have crossed the ocean of

one grief, another grief baffles me. Surely troubles always come in large
numbers.” This proved true in the case of L. Hans Raj. While his son was
standing his trial his wife fell dangerously ill. She was a very noble lady.
She had shared gladly all the hardships of her husband. She was also a
public-spirited woman. It was she who had been responsible for spreading
the Arya Sama j amongst the women of the Punjab. She had started a

girls’ school for the education of girls. For these things she had herself
collected funds. She was as much devoted to her home as to the cause of

the Arya Samaqj. .....

fully upheld its traditions. He
saw to it that the work
expanded. He also saw to it
that no money was wasted.

He attended the office
every day for three hours. He
looked into every detail ofthe
management himself. He
granted interviews to the heads
ofthe various departments
ofthe college, and discussed
things with them in person. He
also established a College of
Indian Medicine. Another thing
he did was to get a number of
religious readers prepared.
These were suitable for the
different classes in the Arya
schools and colleges-. It was
through these that religious
instruction was to be imparted
in future.

His life, however, was not
without its troubles. During
these years he had to face two
great trials, and it s
encouraging to relate that he
came out successful from
both. After wards he stood
higher in the estimation of the
people than he had ever done
before. Everybody admired
him for his calmness, his

courage and his serenity.
There were some who thought
that he was another Harish
Chandra. As Harish Chandra
had faced trials successfully
and manfully, so had he.

The first of these trials
came when his son, Bal Raj,
was arrested on a charge of
sedition. He was reading in the
M.A. class when he was
involved in the Delhi Consp-
iracy Case. People at once
came forward with offers of
help of every kind. But L. Hans
Raj refused all such offers. His
elder brother, L. Mulk Raj, now
a prosperous banker, said that
he would be responsible for all
the expenses. He nobly fulfilled
this promise as he had done
before, though the expenses
amounted to much. It is said
that L. Mulk Raj had to sell off a
house or two in order to meet
them.

At first the young man was
sentenced to transportation for
life. An appeal was filed in the
High Court. Then the sentence
was reduced to seven years’
imprisonment. After serving out
his sentence Bal Raj came out

and set up as a businessman.

A Sanskrit poet has said,
“Before | have crossed the
ocean of one grief, another

grief baffles me. Surely
troubles always come in large
numbers.” This proved true in
the case of L. Hans Raj. While
his son was standing his trial
his wife fell dangerously ill. She
was a very noble lady. She had
shared gladly all the hardships
of her husband. She was also
a public-spirited woman. It was
she who had been responsible
for spreading the Arya Sama j
amongst the women of the
Punjab. She had started a girls’
school for the education of
girls. For these things she had
herself collected funds. She
was as much devoted to her
home as to the cause of the
Arya Samaj.

To be continued......
With thanks By:
"Makers of Arya Samaj"
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(NAAC 'A’ Grade Accredited Deemed to be University U/S 3 of UGC act. 1956)

VACANCIES

Adv. No. GKV/Estt.-11/01/2020 Dated 10.10.2020

Applications are invited in the prescribed proforma from eligible
candidates for appointment to the position of Administrative posts
(Registrar/Finance Officer)/Non Administrative (Librarian).
Application form is to be submitted along with application fee of Rs.
550/- (Rs. 150- for SC/ST/PWD). The details of the posts/minimum
eligibility/educational qualifications/pay levels/reservation/general
conditions & information, application form etc. are available on the
website www.gkv.ac.in

The Last date for receipt of application is 11.11.2020

Registrar
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