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Makers of the Arya Samaj : Mahatma HansraJ
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For sometime Mahatma
Hans Raj remained busy with
these things. Then came very
sad news from Malabar. It was
about the forcible conversion of
some Hindus to Islam by the
Moplas. Mahatma Hans Raj
enquired into the matter-and
issued an appeal for funds. But
it was very coldly received by
the Press. Still he persevered,
and felt very happy when his
own old mother sent a
contribution. He is said to have
remarked at the time, “ | will now
succeed in my work because
it has been blessed by my
mother.” After this he received
several contributions. Then he
sent volunteers to Malabar.
They not only distributed relief
among the victims but also
succeeded in persuading the
Hindus to take the converts
back into their fold. In this way
Mahatmaji succeeded in what
he had planned.

The doing of the Moplas in
Malabar opened the eyes ofthe
Hindus. They also made
Mahatma Hans Raj think
deeply about the matter. He felt
that the Hindus should be
united. So he drew up his
programme for Hindu Sangha-
than. He appealed to the
Hindus to have the same
respect for the Vedas as the
Mohammadans have for the
Quran and the Christians for
the Bible. He said in a speech
which he delivered, “Letjhe
Hindus learn to pray together
like the Mohamadans. Let them

In 1920 Mahatma Gandhi started the Non cooperation
Movement. One of the objects of this Movement was to boycott
existing schools and colleges. Fiery speeches were made to the
students to leave their schools and colleges. Most of them acted
on this advice. The result was that some of the institutions in the
Punjab had to be closed down. Then the Congress leaders made
an appeal to the students of the D.A.V. College to strike. This was
too much for Mahatma Hans Raj. He could not bear to see the
college for which he had done so much close down. ......

look after their widows and
orphans as other communities
do. Let them remember that
Hinduism should not be
confined to India only, but
should become a world
religion. The Hindus should
learn Hindi and make it the
most important language in
India. They should work for the
uplift of the depressed classes
and do away with the false
distinctions of caste. Every
Hindu should feel that all
Hindus are his brothers.” If
today there exists a strong
Hindu feeling in India, much of
the credit for it goes to
Mahatma Hans Raj.

In 1923 Mahatma Hans Raj
became connected with
another movement. It was
known as the Shuddhi Move-
ment. Its purpose was to
convert people to Hinduism.
For this he was much
criticized. He Was described
as a person who was trying to
destroy Hindu-Muslim unity.
But he thought otherwise. He
believed that as it is the right of
every Christian and Moham-
madan to convert people to his
own religion so should it be the
right of a Hindu. This move-

ment had its headquarters at
Agra, which Mahatmaji visited
personally.

In the United Provinces
ofAgra and Oudh there lived
some Rajputs who were
Mohammadans in name only.
Otherwise they followed many
Hindu customs. They burnt
their dead just asthe Hindus do.
They married according to
Hindu rites. They also perfor-
med many other Hindu cere-
monies. An attempt was made,
therefore, to bring them back
into the fold of Hinduism. In this
matter the reformers were
greatly helped by the Rajputs
themselves. Even the All-India
Rajput Sabha passed a
resolution pressing for their
conversion.

Mahatma Hans Raj had to
work very hard there. The
result was that he fell ill. For
some months he suffered very
badly. He slowly recovered,
and as soon as he got well, he
took the field again.

The first thing he did was
to attend the Unity Conference.
This was held at Delhi. Its
purpose was to bring the
Hindus and the Mohamm-
adans together. Mahatma Hans

Raj was one of those who were
invited to’ attend. When he
went there he made a speech.
In it he said some very noble
things. One of the remarks he
made in his address was, “A
change of heart is necessary
on both sides before there can
be any unity.” Truer words than
these were never spoken.

In 1924 Mahatma Hans Raj
was made the President of All
India Shuddhi Sabha. He made
a great contribution to the
Shuddhi movement. He shifted
his headquarters to Agra in
order to persuade Malkana
Rajputs who had converted to
Islam to return to the Hindu fold.
A large number of volunteers
worked under him. Swami
Shradhanand and some other
leaders ofArya Samaj and
Sanatan Dharma Sabha also
supported this movement.

To be continued......
With thanks By:
"Makers of Arya Samaj"
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