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After a few months the
famine disappeared. Then he
found that he had still some
money at his disposal. This he
used for the good of the people
in Gharwal in other ways. He
founded scholarships for
Gharwalis who wanted edu-
cation. He also started a few
schools there. But all these
things he did after seeing things
for himself.

It was in 1919 that the Ind
ian Social Conference was
held at Amritsar. Mahatma
Hans Raj was asked to preside
over it. As president he
delivered a very interesting
address. In it he gave a progra-
mme of work which social
reformers should follow. He
asked them to remove the
poverty of India. “This,” he said,
“can be done if we do not
spend too much on festivals
and ceremonies. It can also be
prevented if the Indians spend
money on goods produced in
their own country.” He also
deplored the absence of
Brahmcharya among the
Indians. “Child marriages,” he
said, “have made our nation
weak. Tt is necessary, there-
fore, to abolish this system.”

Then he spoke of some of
the evils amongst the Hindus.
He specially referred to the
caste system. It had divided the
Hindus into so many small
groups, which had not much to
do with one another. For
instance, the members of one
group would not dine with those
of another. The members of

In 1920 Mahatma Gandhi started the Non cooperation
Movement. One of the objects of this Movement was to boycott
existing schools and colleges. Fiery speeches were made to the
students to leave their schools and colleges. Most of them acted
on this advice. The result was that some of the institutions in the
Punjab had to be closed down. Then the Congress leaders made
an appeal to the students of the D.A.V. College to strike. This was
too much for Mahatma Hans Raj. He could not bear to see the
college for which he had done so much close down. ......

one group also would not marry
amongst the members of
another group. The result was
that it was very difficult to find
suitable matches for young
Hindus. The caste system was
also responsible for preventing
the Hindus from taking part in
certain trades and professions.

He also referred to the
depressed classes. He was
very sorry to find that one third
of the Hindus in India should be
known as Shudras. These
were treated very badly and
were not allowed to mix with the
high-caste Hindus. They could
not worship in their places of
worship. Nor could they draw
water from their wells. He
pleaded strongly for a better
treatment of these people.

He also drew attention to
the problem of widows. He
regretted that they were not
given their right place in society.
He said that Hindu widows
should be allowed to remarry.
If this were done, some of them
would not change their religion.
At the same time, Hindu young
men would not be obliged to
embrace Christianity or Islam
for purposes of marriage.
Moreover, he criticized the

present system offemale
education. He thought that
women should not be given the
same education as men. Their
education should help them in
the home. He believed that
social reform was very
important. It was very nece-
ssary for people to give the
matter their serious attention.

In 1920 Mahatma Gandhi
started the Non cooperation
Movement. One of the objects
of this Movement was to
boycott existing schools and
colleges. Fiery speeches were
made to the students to leave
their schools and colleges.
Most of them acted on this
advice. The result was that
some of the institutions in the
Punjab had to be closed down.
Then the Congress leaders
made an appeal to the
students of the D.A.V. College
to strike. This was too much for
Mahatma Hans Raj. He could
not bear to see the college for
which he had done so much
close down.

He went to the college,
therefore, and delivered a
speech to the students. He
asked them not to be misled by
what others said. He advised

them to consult their teachers
and parents in this matter. He
also told them that they would
have a new institution for
imparting national education
ifthere was any demand for it.
The speech produced a good
effect and made the students
think seriously about the matter.
Mahatma Hans Raj was
not content merely with critic-
ism. He drew up schemes for
a non-University High School
as well as for a University for
Women. Before many months
had passed the D.A.V. College
had three new departments.
The first was the College of
Divinity where Vedic missio-
naries were to be trained. The
second was the Industrial High
School. The third was the
Institute of Industrial Chemistry.
All these have been doing
useful work for many years.

To be continued......
With thanks By:
"Makers of Arya Samaj"
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