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THIRD DUTY: SERVICE TO PARENTS

The Sanskrit name of the Third Great
Duty is ‘Pitriyajna’. It has two parts to
perform—Service to Parents, and Rearing
of Children. Parents turn a helpless child
into a wise man through their love, care
and sacrifices. They nurse the children
without any thought of return. Their
benefaction creates a great moral debt on
the children. So, the grown up children
must serve the parents with a sense of
moral duty combined with the feeling of
gratitude.

The Mahabharata says, ‘Mother is
heavier than the Earth and Father higher
than the Sky.” In Vedic Culture parents
are regarded and revered next to God. A
baby’s initial development occurs inside
the mother’s womb and it receives all
nutrition through the mother’s body,
really a heavenly abode for the baby.

Every mother, human or animal,
behaves almost alike towards her
progeny. For example, when a tigress
catches deers and goates by their neck,
they lose their lives. The same tigress
catches her cub by its neck, springs or
swims carrying it to places, without least
harming it. Thus the mother can rightly
be called a manifestation of love and
sacrifice.

Y Fifed

— 4 Dr. Roop Chandra ‘Deepak’
Lucknow (U.P.)
Mob. 9839181690

The mother nurses her child when the
child needs it most, and her role goes
down and down as the child grows up and
up. One may realise the fact that milk
flows from a mother’s body as many
times as she becomes a mother. The
physical science should note it carefully
that the woman has been taking the same
carbohydrates and proteins during her
maternity and otherwise; but the milk-
stream flows in her bosom only during
her maternity, howsomany times it
happens to her or not even once in life.

The Nirukta Shastram says, ‘Mata
nirmata bhavati’ or Mother is the builder
of child’s character. When the mother
suckles to the baby, she not only pours
milk into its body but also pours her
culture into its mind. The impressions she
prints on its mind go much deep into its
personality and character.

Motherhood is the most exalted
position for a woman. She can do her best
with least criticism and most success in
this very position. So, it is her first and
foremost duty to rear the children her best
way. She should impart them with basic
education and good habits. She can thus
create the greatest difference between an
animal and a man. She has the best raw
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material in her pious hands which she
must turn into a noble being, and emerge
as a great sculptor.

According to the Nirukta, ‘Pati rakshati
iti Pita’ or Father is he, who protects.
Father, the most esteemed relation of the
world, is bound by several duties and the
son must feel grateful to him in return.
The physical things given by the father
can be responded to by the son’s physical
things later on. But Father’s love,
anxiety, supervision, protection, strife,
guidance and sacrifice can only be
responded to by a sense of respect,
honour, gratitude, indebtedness and
service only, which are the noble duties
of the sons and children.

The promotion of children is possible
only when the parents perform their
duties sincerely. First, they must provide
them a sound body which forms a sound

basis for a healthy and long life.
Secondly, the children should be
educated well to become prudent,

sensible, discriminating between good
and bad, just and men of knowledge and
learning. Thirdly, the children should be
given the right knowledge of God and be
shown the right path to His proper
worship. Fourthly, the parents should
make the children good citizens, who are
courteous, good mannered, law abiding,
helpful to others, sensitive to public
convenience and responsible to the
nation.
Fifthly, children must possess a good

Y Fifed

moral character. They should live up to
the moral values and principles of social
justice. In fact, it is character, that can be
termed as the fragrance of soul. Sixthly,
children should be enabled to develop a
good economy, since good principles,
moral values, sound ideas and creative
thoughts, all become inconsistent without
a sound economy. Seventhly, parents
should ensure good consorts for their
sons and daughters. Eighthly, parents
should solemnise the Vedic sacraments
for the all-round development of their
progeny. These sacraments are:

(1) Garbhadhan, (2) Punsavan,

(3) Simantonnayan, (4) Jatakarma,

(5) Namakaran, (6) Nishkraman,

(7) Annaprashan, (8) Mundan,

(9) Karnavedha, (10) Upanayan,

(11) Vedarambha, (12) Samavartan,

(13) Vivah; etc.

Parents do a lot of service and
benefaction to their children for which
the latter earn a moral indebtedness to
them. It is obligatory for the sons and
daughters to pay up the parental debt
gracefully. The auspicious intentions with
which the parents rear their children,
creates the debt of honour. Some scholars
say that this debt of honour cannot be
repaid. In fact, in serving the parents
politely with the thought that it cannot be
repaid, and also rearing their own
children likewise, the parental debt (Pitri-
rin) is automatically repaid.

Service to Parents can be rendered like
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following:-

(1) Always live with your parents with
respect, peace and affection. Attend to
their needs personally as far as possible.
Have some patient conversation with
them daily.

(2) Avoid their short-comings if any or
many. Never feel ill of their oldage or
mental looseness.

(3) Always feel indebted to them and
never react. Behave with courtesy and
politeness.

(4) Consult them regularly. Their
experience may always prove to be an
asset.

(5) Share their responsibilities as much as
possible.

(6) Always do noble and great deeds so
as to give them real satisfaction.

(7) Never commit any mean or debased
mistake that could hurt them.

(8) Try your best to bring honour to their
name or at least to maintain it.

(9) Render them all your service during
their lifetime, and postpone nothing for a
later period.

(10) Complete their incomplete work and
continue doing so even after their life.
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