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SECOND ASHRAMA: GRIHASTHA ASHRAMA

The Second Ashrama of the Ashrama
System under the Vedic Culture is the
Grihastha Ashrama. It is more or less the
married life or the family life with some
high wvalues. In this regard The
Manusmriti (3-2) speaks :

35} a7 95 TISIT FNHET |
SHfAGaaETTIl TEeRITsaaaHT | |

[Having studied all the four Vedas, with
Grammar and related texts, or three
Vedas, or two, or at least one Veda, the
young boy or girl, observing
brahmcharya upto now, may seek his or
her preceptor’s permission to go back
home, and enter into the married Family
Life.]

What does this difference of four
Vedas, three, two or one really mean?
The study of four Vedas means the
complete Vedic Wisdom required for a
person to be a true Vedic Scholar. Study
of Four Vedas also means knowledge for
knowledge’ sake, and the person who has
earned it would impart it to others when
time comes.

Three Vedas also means Vedas’
sufficient knowledge, but not a full
command over it. Men of three Vedas are
also Vedic scholars working under the
scholars of Top Degree. Two Vedas or

Y Fifed

— 4 Dr. Roop Chandra ‘Deepak’

Lucknow (U.P.)
Mob. 9839181690

one means having learnt the Grammar
and understood the natures of God, Soul
and the Matter. All people of society can
never be equal in knowledge and
wisdom. Those interested in agriculture,
trade or warfare need basic knowledge of
the Vedas and specific knowledge of their
fields. But a basic knowledge of Vedas
has been essential for one and all..

The word ‘gursssq means that the

study of four Vedas or one, should be
according to the serial order and
gradation of text books prescribed.
Fortunately it is given in the Satyarth
Prakash written by Rishi Dayanand. In
fact, he gives two category of books. He
starts the first category of books with
Ashtaadhyaayi and includes
Mahabhashya, Nighantu-Nirukt,
Chhandashastra, Manusmriti, Ramayana,
Mahabharata; the six systems of Vedic
philosophy = —  Purva  Mimansa,
Vaisheshika, Nyaya, Yoga, Sankhya and
Vedanta; the ten of Upanishads — Isha,
Kena, Katha, Prashna, Mundaka,
Mandukya, Aitareya, Taittiriya,
Chhandogya and Brihadaranyaka; at least
four Brahmanas and then Four Vedas. He
fixes a time of fourteen years for this
study.
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Then he takes the second category of
books on medical, military, political,
judicial, economic and industrial
education, music and astronomy. He
fixes different time periods for them
separately, making a total of sixteen
years. To sum up, Rishi Daysnand counts
the total time period for both categories,
and gives it to be 21 years.

Rishi Dayanand had summed up the
two periods to be 21 years. Some of the
scholars summed wup them to be
14+16=30; and made an unnecessary
correction. In fact, the second category of
books is optional. All students would not
study all; but one would study this and
the other would study that. One in a
hundred would study all of them; but for
him the education-life is 36 years, given
somewhere else. It is requested here that
Rishi Dayanand’s account of 20 or 21
years may please not be miscorrected as
30 or 34 years.

Having received so much education as
given above, the boy or girl may be
permitted to get married. There are two
things more, brahmcharya being the first.
The boys and the girls are separate since
the early age of childhood so that they
could observe their brahmcharya
spotlessly. Once they observe complete
brahmcharya in their First Ashrama, they
would be able to keep restraint in their
Second Ashrama which is full of trying
circumstances. This way a good married
life must have a strong base with a view

Y Fifed

to attaining the Four Purusharthas.
Manusmriti (3-4) speaks:-
JOUISTAT: AT THIG FRTAE

[Having sought permission from the
preceptor, and having completed their
education] the boys and girls may get
married. The preceptor’s permission is
the Second thing mentioned above.

Vedic Culture expects the boys and
girls to be obedient to their parents and
preceptors. The obedience to parents is
general and not quite binding, as the son
or daughter might be abler and better than
the parents. But obedience to the
preceptor is binding, as it is always
related to the truth and righteousness.

If the preceptor wants the pupil to
dedicate his life for the sake of the
society and nation, the pupil must do this.
This happened between Rishi Dayanand
and his preceptor Swami Virajanand. If
the pupil takes a vow to lifelong
brahmcharya and somehow he wants to
step back, he must narrate this to the
preceptor and seek his approval for
marriage. This happened  between
Hanuman’s father Kesari and his
preceptor Rishi Agastya.

Guru’s permission is sought on two
points, whether to marry or not, and
whom to marry. It is not the modern
time’s feelings of a person that, it is my
life, | shall decide whether to marry or
not, or whomsoever to marry. Pupils’
different course was possible but with
Guru’s approval and his pleasure. All this
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was for everybody’s  well-being,
individual and social, physical and
spiritual, pertaining to this life and the
next.

The two Gurus of the girls and boys
consulted each other to make pairs for
marriages. The two scholars better knew
the qualities and natures of the couples
than themselves. The individuals could
misjudge each other for want of
experience. Either of them could feel
attracted towards external and temporary
things. The parents have their own
reservations for castes and wealth. These
things can never and should never be the
bases for making matches. Under these
circumstances, the Guru’s permission
was required to leave his Gurukul and
return to the family to lead a family life.

The Second Ashrama, based on a good
First Ashrama, is to further one’s life in
the pursuit of Dharma-Artha-Kama-
Moksha. Hence it is important for all,
though not personally compulsory for all.
It must start intelligently and with highest
values in mind, since it nurtures all
Ashramas.

godt & il 3ar Yo ABR |
@Bl ?2.83.9)

g d! ®Amd ifta & oo faga aw
gfer AATOT Bl & |
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