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E tymologically, the word
Veda is derivable from the
roots Vid to know, Vid to

exist, Vedlri to gain and Vid to think.
Thus, knowledge, existence, gain
and flawless and comprehensive
thinking are conveyed by the word
Veda. Couching the same in an ap-
propriate language, it may be said
that the Veda is the source of all
physical and metaphysical sci-
ences; that the Veda is eternal, ex-
isting all the time; that several things
are gained or obtained from the
Veda; and that the knowledge, ac-
quired from the Veda, when applied
to facts and phenomena, confront-
ing us and passing and repassing
before us, with intelligent, diligent
and tenacious thinking, leads to the
discoveries, which are bound to se-
cure a complete conquest of nature
and of our inner or real selves, mak-
ing us happy and prosperous as
long as we live and securing for us
emancipation from the bondage of
birth and death and ultimate enjoy-
ment of the bliss of the realisable
presence of and association with the
Supreme Ego after passing away
from this earthly existence.

This Veda, as the Divine mes-
sage for one and all, irrespective of
class, colour, creed or place, given
as a gift to mankind in the beginning
of things, supplying all that is essen-
tially needed, consists, as would be
shown later, of four parts : Rik, Yajus,
Saman and Atharvan, which are re-
spectively called the Rigved, the
Yajurved, the Samaved and the
Atharvaved, constituting the entire
Vedic lore. They remained as oral
traditions, passed from father to son,
teacher to the taught and Brahma
sages to the laity by the words of
mouth, and when the art of lettering
or writing was discovered by man-
kind thousands of years from now,
they were compiled into four extant
Sanbhita texts, known respectively as
the Rigved Sanhita, the Yajurved
Sanhita, the Samaved Sanhita and
the Atharvaved Sanhita.

Divine Authorship of the Vedas

The Vedic, postvedic and later
Aryans, the traditional repositories
or custodians of the Vedic lore and
the later Sanhita texts of the Vedas,
according to the persistent and har-
monious traditions all over from the
Himalayas, the southern Himalayan
low lands, the Indus (Sindhu)-
Ganges (Ganga)-Brahmaputra plain
of Aryavart to the extreme south of
Bharat, Bharat Varsha or Greater
Aryavart, have taken the Vedas as of
Divine origin, handed to mankind in
the beginning of things at the dawn
of human civilisation.

So far as the Vedas are con-
cerned, they speak univocally in the
same strain. Some of their pro-
nouncements, may, quite in the fit-
ness of things, be given here:-

(1) “Devasya pashya kavyam
mahitwadya mamara sa hyah
samana ‘—Rigved, 10. 55. 5;
Samaved, 1.4 (1). 4.3, 2.9 (1). 7.1;
Atharvaved, 9. 10. 9 (‘Visualise the
great composition of the Divinity, which
is today the same as yesterday or in
the past, and which does not undergo
transformation or decay.’)

(ii) “Devasya pashya kavyam na
mamar na jiryati"— Atharvaved,
10.8.32 (‘Behold the composition or
poetry of God, which neither comes
to an end nor decays”)

(iii) ‘From that adorable and all-
worshippable Divinity came out the
Rigved and the Samaved, the
Atharvaved appeared from Him and
the Yajurved was created from Him’
(Rigved, 10.90.9; Yajurved, 31.7)

(iv) ‘From Whom did come out
the Rigved, from Whom did appear
the Yajurved, Whose hair the
samaved constitutes, and Whose
mouth is the Atharvaved or the

Veda and The Vedas

Angirasved, that Sustainer be de-
scribed, Who is certainly the high-
est of all the sublime’ (Atharvaved,
10.7.20) For datails, the author’s
Veda and Veda-Yajna may be pe-
rused, wherein nearly 200 refer-
ences to the Vedic texts, supporting
the same proposition, are noted.

The Postvedic and later litera-
tures - the Brahmanas to the
Darshan Shastras take the Vedas
as Shabda-Brahma or the Divine
Word and accept them to be the ulti-
mate authority on the things con-
tained in them.

At several places in the four
Vedic Sanhita texts, the word Brahma
denotes the Supreme Being, and at
many places therein, this word
stands for the Divine Word or the
Veda. As a matter of fact, according
to the Rigved (10.114.8) — “Yavat
brahma vishtitam tavaii vak”
(‘Howfar is the Supreme Being or
Brahma permeated, the same is the
position of His Word or the Veda')—
it is inevitable to think that the Divin-
ity and the Divine Word (Veda) are
not separable from each other, each
following the other automatically,
both, as if, having the same status
in a limitedly relative way for all prac-
tical purposes.

Extent Languages, Religious
Systems and Ancient Traditions
Support the Same

Trough the efforts of Bopp,
Grimm and Pott and other leading
orientalists and philologists of Eu-
rope- an intensive critical examina-
tion of all extant languages of
Eurasia, earlier, mediaeval and later
towards latter half of the 19th cen-
tury A.C. established that in points
of important words, grammatical for-
mations and constructions of sen-
tences, etc., all of them are interre-
lated and can, definitely, be said to
have been derived in some form or
other, lineally or collaterally, from one
parent language, closely allied to
Sanskrit. Later on, they called it, for
want of a suitable or proper name,
Indo-European or Indo-Germanic.
As more facts, later on, came to light,
they finally asserted that the original
parent language, the ultimate
source of all extant languages of the
world, was Primary Prakrit (literally
the original spoken tongue of the
masses), whose literary type is the
language of the Veda, in which are
composed the four Vedic Sanhita
texts. Though resembling its eldest
daughter, Snnskrit, it is certainly very
much different from the same, and
may, for all practical purposes, be
called the Vedic language, Vedic
Vangmaya or Deva Bhasha, which,
in natural development of things,
came to be purified, restricted,
regularised or shorn of most of ir-
regularities

Grammarian Panini notes them
under “Vyatyayo bahulam” (3.1.85),
“Bahulam chandasi” (5.2.122), etc.,
meaning that very many expres-
sions, grammatical constructions,
etc., are found in the Vedas, which

may be said

Vedic usages, not found in Sanskrit,
which is an inprovement on or devel-
opment from the Vedic language. As
a matter of fact, the word Sanskrit
means purified, restricted, polished
or set to order. Grammarian Patanjali
adds many to the list of Panini’s.

If, therefore, as pointed out
above, all the languages of the world
are derived from the language of the
Vedas, it stands to reason that the
Vedas are, in fact, the sources of all
informations in the world and all
possessions and activities of man-
kind, including language.

Rigved (1.84.19) speaks of “Te
vachah”, Thy speec , Divine speech
or Vedic language ; Rigved (1. 10.9)
talks of “Me girah”, my speech or
popular speech; Rigved (1.88 6)
states of “Na vani”, our speech or
popular speeeh; and Rigved,
6.16.16. and Samaved, 1.1(1).
1.7,2.(1) 1.21.1 have two expres-
sions (i) “Te isttha” (Thy speech or
the Vedic language) and (ii) “ltara
girah” (the other or popular speech).
In effect, they go to support the theory
of the modern linguists or philolo-
gists that the popular original
speech of man was primary Prakrit,
whose literary type must have been
the Vedic language in which the four
Vedic Sanhita texts are couched.

This subject may be perused in
detail in the author’s Divinity and
Knowledge and his Aryans and the
World Civilisation.

An analytical examination of the
present religious systems—Zoroas-
trianism, Buddhism, Hinduism, Ju-
daism, Christianity and Mohameda-
nism would also show surprisingly
that all of them in their fundamen-
tals owe their origine to Vedicism. If
Zoroaster’s personality along with
all attendant paraphernalia be re-
moved from Zoroastrianism, that of
Buddha be taken away from Bud-
dhism, that of Moses be stripped

away from Judaism, that of Jesus
Christ be set aside from Christian-
ity, and that of Muhammad
(Mohamed) be separated from Is-
lam or Mohamedanism, and if Hin-
duism be shorn of the triad of
Brahma, Vishnu and Mahesh and
their multifarious activities, whatever,
then, is left of Zoroastrianism,
Budhism, Jndaism, Christianity,
Mohamedanism and Hinduism, it
would, practically, be pure and
simple Vedicism. In other words, all
the fundamentals of the leading re-
ligious systems of the world.today
are the same as the imperical te-
nets of Vedicism, which may be said
to be the mother of all of them. The
same thing, to put in another way,
would amount to saying that strictly
speaking the religion is one, called
Vedicism, ushered in to mankind at
the dawn of human civilisation, but
the religious systems, comprising
imperical fundamental principles
and the local and time-suited inno-
vations, forming the details of reli-
gious and social thoughts, are as
many as six, all of which owe their
origine to unallied Vedicism.

Then again, the Encyclopaedia
of Religion and Ethics, The
Encyclopaedia Britannica, the
Encyclopaedia Indica, the Asiatic So-
ciety Research, Historians History of
the World, Hermes and Plato, Ram
and Moses (Edward Schure, trans-
lated by Rothwell, London), Krishna
and Orpheas, Childhood of Reli-
gions (Edward Clodd), Rigvedic In-
dia (A. C. Gupta) and certain other
standard books tell us in an unmis-
takable way that various ancient cus-
toms, manners and traditions all over
the world owe their origin to those of
the Vedic and the postvedic Aryans.

These are the threefold proofs,
if proofs be needed, to establish the
proposition that the Vedas are in fact
the origin of all human speculations
and institutions, and certainly the
ancientmost literature in the pos-
session of mankind.

Further, the Zendavesta, the
ancient Buddhist literature, the Old
and the New Testaments, the Kuran
and the Indian Purans and other
sacred books of yore invariably point
out to the original source of all of
them in some form or other, which
cannot, to all intents ard purposes,
be anything other than the Vedas.
The Indian literatures of all kinds
refer to the Vedas by name, and the
Semitic literatures refer to them by
definite implication. Here, the author
cannot help quoting from the Kuran
(13.38 -39), which states : ‘For each
period is a Book (revealed). God
doth blot out or confirm what He
pleaseth; With Him is the Mother of
the Book.
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Makers of the Arya Samaj : Pt. Guru Dutt ji

Continue From Last issue

Every word that he spoke came
from his heart. It appeared as if he
had himself felt the truth of what he
said and himselfhad faith in what-
ever he preached. It has seldom
been our lot to listen to such an elo-
quent lecture. When he referred to
the life of Swami Oayanand many
people began to cry. Last of all, he
asked people to support the
Dayanand Anglo Vedic College. It
was the truest monument to the
memory of Swami Dayanand.”

Pt. Guru Outt was invited to
Ajmer where he delivered two lec-
tures. One of his lectures was on
truth, In it he asked people to prac-
tise truthfulness in word, deed and
thought. Panditji himselfwas an hon-
est and straightforward man. He
was against all forms offal sehood.
His lecture was well received.

Another lecture was delivered at
Amritsar. In it he asked people to
have deep faith in the Vedas. He said
that it was no use merely profess-
ing faith in them. We should read
them and practise what they teach.

In 1888 the Dayanand Anglo-
Vedic High School, Lahore, stood
first in the Entrance Examination in
the whole province. Some people
expressed a desire that it should be
raised to the standard of a college.
Pt. Guru Outt was one ofthese. The
suggestion was opposed by some
very influential persons. At last a
meeting of the D.A.V. College Man-
aging Committee was held at which
it was decided to open college
classes. Panditji then promised to
pay ten rupees a month for one year
to the college. He also acted as Pro-
fessor of Mathematics and Physics
for sometime.

Shortly after wards Pt. Guru Dutt
gave a series oflectures on the Arya
Samaj. The object ofthese lectures
was to show that European schol-
ars had not understood the Vedas
rightly. He quoted passages from
their translations to show that they
had made many mistakes. He also
learnt at that time how to chant the
mantras. When he went to attend the
anniversary of Pes ha war Arya
Samaj he gave some specimens of
it. This pleased the audience very
much. In his lectures he said that
we should understand the real pur-
pose oflife. We should not waste our
life running after money and fame.

...... At one time some learned sannyasis came under the influence of
Panditji and became zealous preachers of the Arya Samaj. One of these
sannyasis was Swami Achyuta Nand. This learned sanyasi was a leader of
asect of the Vedantists. He had a large number of respectable and learned
followers. He was a great scholar of the Upanishadas, and knew Sanskrit
very well. After listening to Pandit ji he became a follower oftheArya
Samaj. Fortunately he is still alive and is an active preacher. In he same
way, several other sannyasis accepted the faith ofthe Arya Samaj under

his leadership. .......

We should always aim at being
good.

Panditji believed that science
had failed to solve the problem of
life. It could throw no light on our ori-
gin. It could not tell us where we
would go after death. It is true that
with its help we can examine a drop
of’blood and analyze objects, but it
had failed to satisfy the soul. Only
the Vedas could explain the secrets
of the Universe.

At one time some learned
sannyasis came under the influence
of Panditji and became zealous
preachers of the Arya Samaj. One of
these sannyasis was Swami
Achyuta Nand. This learned sanyasi
was a leader of a sect of the
Vedantists. He had a large number
of respectable and learned follow-
ers. He was a great scholar of the
Upanishadas, and knew Sanskrit
very well. After listening to Pandit ji
he became a follower oftheArya
Samaj. Fortunately he is still alive
and is an active preacher. In he
same way, several other sannyasis
accepted the faith ofthe Arya Samaj
under his leadership.

Pandit ji did not neglect his stud-
ies in any way during this period. He
read several books of Sanskrit, such
as the Upanishadas, the
Brahmanas, the Nirukta and the
Charaka. He also studied as-
tronomy. But what gave him the ut-
most pleasure were the works of
Swami Oayanand. He read them
over and over again. He said, “The
more | read the books written by
Swami Dayanand the more | admire
his learning and noble character.”
He also read a book written by an
American philosopher. He was so
much impressed by it that he rec-
ommended it to all his friends.
Though he would lend other books
to his friends, he would not part with
this one.

In spite ofleading such a busy
life he found time for writing books.

It is really wonderful how Panditji
found so much time for all his varied
work. It is said that he used to keep
himselfbusy from morning till
evening. Whether at home or else-
where he never wasted his time.His
house was ‘a meeting-place of all
kinds of people. Whoever wanted
light on any religious matter went to
see him. He explained to people not
only the deep wisdom of the Vedas,
but also taught them how to uplift
themselves.

This active life told upon his
health. Scattered here and there in
his diary we find many references to
his illness. In one place he wrote, “I
am ill but | cannot take any rest. |
have to deliver an important lecture
and must work at it.” There were also
many things connected with Arya
Samaj that worried him. One was
the question as to whether classes
for training preachers should be at-
tached to the college. The other was
the question whether meat-eaters
should be kept in the Arya Samaj.

He was also worried at this time
about his own future. His diary
shows that this question troubled
him a great deal. There was the
temptation to get a good job, to live
well and to grow rich. Nothing could
have been easier for Pandit ji than
this. He had already started well. He
was a Professor in the Government
College. Moreover, the Senate of the
Punjab University was prepared to
recommend him of the post of an
Extra Assistant Commissioner. He
had, in fact, been asked by the Deputy
Commissioner to see him in this
connection. What other people
could riot get even after much effort
could have been had by him for the
mere asking. But this kind of career
had no real attraction for him.

On the other hand, there was
the joy of serving one’s fellowrrren.
This kind oflife appealed to him. He
preferred to sacrifice his own future
for the good of his country. He had

found the mission of his life and he
wanted to carry it out. He was to be
one of the missionaries of the Arya
Samaj. He knew there were many
difficulties in the way. He had to sup-
port his old mother and his own fam-
ily. But he did not allow this to dis-
suade him. It was his beliefthat God
always looks after those who choose
to follow the path of goodness.

At last he made up his mind
about the matter. He said that he
would not take up any service at all.
He believed this would crush his in-
dependence of spirit and would not
allow him to express his opinions
so boldly. It would become impos-
sible for him to obey his own
wishes. He would be no more than
a slave or hireling and not the mas-
ter of his own will. He resolved,
therefore, to lead an independent life.
He said that he would live fortheArya
Samaj. For this purpose he thought
of starting the Vedic Magazine. In
coming to these decisions he turned
his back upon the riches of the world.

There was a further problem
which gave him no end of trouble.
We have already seen that as a boy
he was interested in Pranayam. He
kept up his interest in it all his life.
As time passed, he thought he
would like to be a yogi. To achieve
this he read widely upon the sub-
ject. He also met many persons well
versed in this science. To qualify
himself for it he began to practise
many kinds of austerities. As a re-
sult his health broke down.

To be continued......
With thanks By:
"Makers of Arya Samaj”
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