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Adi Shankracharya and Swami Dayananda

Article by- Dr. Vivek Arya

di Shankracharya and Swami

Dayananda are two greatest pillars in

the History of our country. The

mission of both personalities was the
revival of Vedic Dharma. Both were born in
Brahmin family and they fought against birth
based Caste system. Both shared same
childhood name Shankar and Mool Shankar.
Both left their home at tender age. Both
attained Vairagya at early age and practiced
highest order of celibacy in their life. Both
fought against the dogmatic practices on name
of Religion. Their books are famous as trinity.
Adi Shankracharya’s famous works are the
commentary of Gita, Brahamsukta and
Upanishads. Swami Dayananda’s famous
works are Satyarth Prakash, Rigvedadibashya-
bhumika and Sanskar Vidhi.

Adi Shankracharya raised his voice
against the anti Vedic sects like Buddhism and
Jainism while Swami Dayananda faced
different ritualistic sects/sub-sects among
Hindus along with foreign sects like Islam and
Christianity. No doubt that the work of both
was difficult and herculean. Adi
Shankracharya faced the indigenous sects
shaped and fashioned in same workshop of
our country. While Swami Dayananda had to
contend against both indigenous and alien
faiths.Adi Shankracharya needed to counter
the arguments of Buddhists on which they
rejected the authority of the Vedas.

Swami Dayananda apart form the
propagation of the Vedas needed to disapprove
the claims of many foreign religions along
with the different sects and subsets flourishing
in the country. The opponents of Adi
Shankracharya never looked him with hatred.

His all opponents were his own countryman.
And it is inherent philosophy of Hinduism to
respect even our enemy. Swami Dayananda
faced stiff resistance from his countryman as
well as the foreign countryman. Dayananda
the marathon champion accepted this
challenge and neutralized all his opponents.
His only supporter was the one and only one
almighty God.

In case of Adi Shankracharya an extensive
knowledge of Hindu metaphysics was
altogether necessary to do his work. While in
case of Swami Dayananda had to work under
entirely different circumstances. He had,
unlike Shankracharya, to defend the Vedas not
only against the attacks of those who did not
admit their authority. But also fought against
those who confined them to the unmeaning
practices and grand absurd rituals.Adi
Shankracharya era was scholarly era of our
country. People used to accept the truth by
participating in debates or Shastrarth.

This was a huge support to Adi
Shankracharya. He managed to implement his
vision working on the same methodology. He
advised Ujjain King Sunadhava to organize
his Shastrarth with the Jain Scholars. The rule
was defined that the views of the winner
would be acceptable to all. Adi Shankracharya
won the debate and he thus earned the
supporters as well as the royal patronage in
form of the King. On the other hand in the age
of Swami Dayananda the Vedic glory was
almost forgotten. Dense ignorance prevailed
for centuries. Swami ji needed to do gigantic
effort to remind our countryman about the
vast knowledge of Vedas. Our tradition of
Shastrarth was forgotten. EE
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