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SR The most prominent feature
of my book is that I enter into a popu-
lar, yet critical examination of those un-
derlying fundamental problems, which
Darwin purposely excluded from his
work as being béyond the scope of his
enquiry. Such are, the nature and causes
of Life itself, and more especially of its
most fundamental and mysterious pow-
ers-growth and reproduction.

........ I argue, that they necessarily
imply first a creative power, which so
constitute matter as to render these mar-
vels possible, next a directive mind,
which is demanded at every step of what
we term growth, and often look upon
as so simple and natural a process as to
require no explanation, and, lastly, ulti-

mate purpose, on the very existence of
the whole vast life-world in all its long
course of evolution throughout the eons
of geological time."' (Preface, p. VI-VII)
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