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ATATIGToE  ohlioe

FOURTH DUTY : RESPECT TO GUESTS

In Vedic Culture, Atithi-yajna or
Atithi-pooja is one of the important
duties of the house-holders. But the term
‘atithi’ is generally mistaken. It is taken
for an invited person, any guest, a
visitor, a relation, a personal or business
friend, or a client. But these people are
simple guests, not atithis. The service
required to them comes within the
purview of normal decency, courteous
behaviour general hosting and social
pleasantry. It certainly does not require a
special and obligatory duty to be
provided under the Social Code. In fact,
the concept of an atithi is something
deeper than the one mentioned above.

Since the house-holders are often
occupied with their own business having
circular problems and solutions, they
have neither the time nor the energy for
the common cause. Besides, most of
them are self- centred and their
individual egos and vested interests
harm the common interests and even
create complicated problems for
mankind in general. So the common
cause is taken by the philanthropists;
thinking, working and promoting the
social, national, universal and spiritual
life.

Y Fifed

— & Dr. Roop Chandra ‘Deepak’
Lucknow (U.P.)
Mob. 9839181690

These pioneers are termed as ‘atithis’,
and it is an obligatory duty of house-
holders to serve them with food, shelter
and money. The term ‘atithi’ means one
who has no fixed date of arrival. The
atithis are generally of three categories,
viz., the social reformers, the nation
builders, and the promoters of world
peace. These are the real atithis for
whom the Vedic Culture has made
special provision.

According to Rishi Dayanand, ‘As
long as there are no atithis of the highest
order in the world, progress cannot be
made. As they go about to all places,
teaching and preaching the truth, no
hypocritical and fraudulent practices can
flourish. The house-holders can also
attain  true  spiritual  knowledge
conveniently, and the true religion
prevails among all men. Without real
atithis, doubts cannot Dbe dispelled,
without it there is no firm faith, and
without it no happiness.’

That is why a high esteemed place has
been fixed for the atithis in Vedic
Culture. The Tattiriya Upanishad
preaches, ‘Atithi Devo Bhava.’

The original forms of social provisions
are generally good. But with the passage
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of time, these forms are denatured and
become deforms. People begin to
confuse these deforms with the original
forms. These deforms Create
complexities one after another to result
into social injustice, exploitation of the
weak, and a number of malpractices.
Then it becomes expedient to reverse the
deforms, and revive the original forms
that come to be known as reforms.

Since human life is a continuous
process, these forms, deforms and
reforms replace each other in a cyclic
order. The deforms go slowly but
steadily for a long period to be counted
in decades and centuries. The reforms
are speedy but animated only for a
couple of years. They are again attacked
by deforms, and the cycle moves its
way.

The social deforms occur in the form
of man-woman rivalry, unsuitable
marriages, dowry practice, family
disorder, casteism, or the like. So the
social reformers have to work two ways
. first, to introduce the rational and
humane provisions, and secondly, to
convince and persuade the individuals to
accept and follow them.

Man and woman are equal, if not
similar. In Vedic Culture, at the time of
marriage ceremony, the bride and
bridegroom take seven steps together. At
the seventh step they speak, ‘Let this be
for our friendship.” It means that they
are friends; equal in rights and duties.
Thus the Vedic Culture stands for

Y Fifed

equality between man and woman.
Logic also proves this equality. We find
no mathematical problem that only a
man can solve; no kitchen dish that only
a woman can prepare; no disease that
only a man can cure; no musical
instrument that only a woman can play;
or vice versa. Both are equal, not
similar.

Casteism is a hazardous deformity
crept into Vedic Society. The original
Four Class Order was not based on
heredity. It was rather based on ability
and occupation. Somehow the Varna-
Vyavastha has taken the form of a
hereditary  casteism.  During the
medieval period, taking the immoral and
illegal advantage of their birth position,
the upper classes exploited the weaker
class to limitless extents. Unfortunately,
there are crores of people even today
who misunderstand this deform to be the
original form. They are mistaken, and
this hereditary system must be done
away with.

Because of the miseries of the caste-
system, some Reactionists demand for a
classless society. But knowledge,
valour, trade and labour are the
universal factors differentiating between
person and person. Human society has
different standards making the classes
inevitable for the survival of human
culture. If a finger is wounded, it is not
wise to cut it off. It should rather be
treated with care, patience and will.
Hence the social reformers should
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organise themselves to bring the social
order to its original form, convincing
and persuading the people with love,
logic and patience.

The true atithis who are the pioneers
of social reforms, nation building and
world peace, are always surrounded by
problems, challenges and foes. They
have to solve their own problems
themselves. Along with this, they
struggle to solve the social problems,
and that too without any vested interest.
For this they must be honoured and
respected. In fact, they should be
revered most. Practically, the greatest
reverence is accorded to parents. But
parents promote the interests of their
own sons and daughters. The atithis
promote the interests of entire mankind.
Their task is comparatively more
difficult, and it is purely philanthropic as
well.

So, the atithis deserve the reverence
of one and all. We must serve them with
food, clothes and shelter. We should
also consult, obey, follow and support
them. This is the Fourth Duty of the
house-holders under the Vedic System
of life.
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