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ost people are familiar
. with the name of Jhelum.

It is one of the districts
of that part of Punjab which is now
is Pakistan. In this district there is
a tehsil named Chakwal. Eight
miles to the east of it is a village
called Syadpur. It is situated on a
small hill. It is a beautiful place with
a fme climate.

On three sides of it flow
streams. Their waters swell in the
rainy season, but they dry up in
winter. One of these streams is
known as the Kashi. The other is
known as the Saraswati.

During the days of Sikh rule
Sayadpur was an important town.
It had a fort which a Sikh chief had
built. It is said that is was swept
away by floods in the rivers. The
ruins of this fort can be seen today.

In this town lived a man named
Mehta Narain Singh. He did not at
first belong to this place. He really
belonged to a place in the
Rawalpindi district.

Mehta Narain Singh had two
sons-Tara Singh and Ganda Ram.
Ganda Ram was employed in the
Police at Peshawar. After retiring
he settled at Rawalpindi. In his old
age, he was active and strong.

Tara Singh had three sons and
one daughter. His eldest son was
named Lekh Ram. They were all
Brahmins of a very high caste. But
they were Brahmins only in name,
for Mehta Narain Singh had been
a mighty warrior. He was a cavalry
officer under a Sikh Chieftain, and
was well known for his strength and
bravery. For this reason his master
was very pleased with him.

Once Narain Singh went with
his master to fight against the
Pathans. Unluckily, on the battle
field he was hit with a bullet. But
such was his courage and bravery
that he did not show the least sign
of fear. He did not even utter a word
to show his pain when the wound
healed, his chieftain presented him
with a pair of big gold bracelets.
After this he took part in many more
battles.
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important than any other. ........

..... Lekh Ram was born in 1858 at Syadpur. All were pleased at his
birth, but none was happier than his father, Tara Singh. Even as a boy
Lekh Ram appeared to be very intelligent. His parents had high hopes
about him. When he was five years old he was sent to the village school.
There he was taught Urdu and Persian. At that time Urdu and Persian
were the languages ofthe court. Lekh Ram's parents were anxious for
him to get a Government position. This was but natural, for in those
days even a petty Government position was thought to be more

Sham Singh was the younger
brother ofNarain Singh. He
practised celibacy to the last day
of his life. When the Sikh rule
came to an end, he became a
recluse. Then he set out on his
travels. Every one who saw him
admired him for his simplicity and
nobility of character. He died when
Lekh Ram was about thirteen
years old. It is no wonder that the
boy was much influenced by his
character.

Lekh Ram was born in 1858
at Syadpur. All were pleased at his
birth, but none was happier than
his father, Tara Singh. Even as a
boy Lekh Ram appeared to be very
intelligent. His parents had high
hopes about him.

When he was five years old he
was sent to the village school.
There he was taught Urdu and
Persian. At that time Urdu and
Persian were the languages ofthe
court. Lekh Ram's parents were
anxious for him to get a
Government position. This was but
natural, for in those days even a
petty Government position was
thought to be more important than
any other.

Lekh Ram was neve rtaught
Hindi and Sanskrit while he was a
boy. Nevertheless he was religious
by nature. One of his aunts used
to observe a fast on every ekadshi
day. Lekh Ram also began to do
the same. His elders told him that
he was too young to do so. But he
did not listen to them. He kept up
this practice for a long time. This
shows his will power even as a boy.

He had not been at school very
long when the Inspector came to
visit it. He examined all the
students, but Lekh Ram seemed
to him to be the best. He was so
struck with his intelligence that he
gave him a special prize.

When he was eleven years old
Lekh Ram left for Peshawar. He
stayed there with his uncle who
was employed in the Police. This
gentleman made some arrangem-
ents for his education. He sent him
to some teachers to learn Urdu
and Persian, but he did not learn
much from them. Instead of
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listening patiently to what they
said, he would tire them with
questions of his own. He did not,
therefore, get on well with these.

However, he stayed on with his
uncletill he was fourteen years old.
Then he-went back to his village.
There he joined the village school
again. The Headmaster of the
school was, at that time, Munshi
Tulsi Das.

Lekh Ram read a large number
ofbooks with him. But he learnt far
more from the teacher than from
the books. For Munshi Tulsi Das
was a kindhearted gentleman who
was always ready to help ;thers.
He was an entirely unselfish and
unworldly person. He spent
whatever he earned on the poor.
He took great interest in Lekh
Ram, for he felt that he was not |
ike other boys. In the first place
he was more intelligent than his
class-fellows. He had also greater
strength of character than they.

He was also deeply religious.
While he was at Peshawar he
came under the influence of an old
Sikh gentleman, who taught him
to read Gurmukhi. He also made

him read the Gita in Gurrnukhi.
Lekh Ram would get up very early
every day. First he would take his
bath. Then he would read the Gita.
He also learnt from this gentleman
how to control his breath. After
some practice he became very
good at it.

But Lekh Ram was too
independent to satisfy his teacher.
The latter, therefore, often wrote to
his uncle about him. In one of his
letters he wrote, “Lekh Ram can
speak fluently. He can talk well.
He reads a good deal. But he does
not listen to others.Ifhe had had a
little more tact, he would have been
the best of my students.”

To be continued......
With thanks By:
"Makers of Arya Samaj”
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