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Continue From Last issue

From this it is clear that Lekh
Ram's teacher was not entirely
pleased with him. This was but
natural, because Lekh Ram was
in the habit of expressing his ideas
rather fearlessly. He never cared if
this offended anybody. Never the
less, his teacher had a high regard
for him.

This is what he wrote on the
occasion ofthe martyrdom of Lekh
Ram. “Lekh Ram, as well as his
other brothers, read with me. Of
these Lekh Ram was the best. He
was of medium size, and his com-
plexion was dark. His forehead
was broad, and his eyes black. He
was very cheerful by disposition.
He was a very sincere person. But
he was very careless about his
dress. He never cared if he had tied
his turban properly or not. Nor did
he mind ifhis shirt was properly but
toned. His memory was wonderful.
He would know by heart a thing he
had read only once. His knowledge
of Persian was remarkable for his
age. He could read even the most
difficult books in Persian without
any trouble. He was, however, very
hot-tempered.”

At school Lekh Ram wrote
verses both in Urdu and Persian.
It is said he tried his hand at writing
verses in Punjabi also. However,
none of these can be found now.

Lekh Ram was sixteen years
old when he left the school. His
people wanted him to get a position
somewhere. At first they asked
Munshi Tulsi Das to find him a
place as a teacher. But as he did
not succeed in doing so they sent
Lekh Ram to Peshawar. There with
the help of his uncle he got ajob in
the Police department. Since he
was a fearless person, everybody
came to have a great regard for
him.

But no one had a greater
regard for him than his European
super intendent. He liked him very
much for he was very straight
forward and honest. He is reported
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..... Lekh Ram was born in 1858 at Syadpur. All were pleased at his
birth, but none was happier than his father, Tara Singh. Even as a boy
Lekh Ram appeared to be very intelligent. His parents had high hopes
about him. When he was five years old he was sent to the village school.
There he was taught Urdu and Persian. At that time Urdu and Persian
were the languages ofthe court. Lekh Ram's parents were anxious for
him to get a Government position. This was but natural, for in those
days even a petty Government position was thought to be more

important than any other. ........
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to have said one day, “l am' sure
Lekh Ram will get into trouble
some day on account of his
honesty and fearlessness. | would
never be surprised ifl heard that he
had been killed.”

Lekh Ram's life in the Police
was not in any way eventful. He
got the usual promotion in rank and
pay every year. But nothing
happened to him beyond this. As
time passed, he felt more and
more inclined to resign his post. It
was probably because he felt the
vanity of power and the futil ity of
everything belonging to this world.

One result of this was that he
refused to marry when his parents
asked him. At first they wrote to
persuade him to do so. But when
this failed, they asked his uncle to
see him personally. But Lekh Ram
wou Id not listen to him. He said
very politely but firmly, “How can
you expect me to marry when my
heart is set on something different?
The affairs of this world have no
charm for me. | want to lead a
religious life. Marriage and a
religious life, you know, do not go
well together. Please do not press
me to do what | feel to be wrong.”
His uncle, therefore: gave up the
attempt in despair.

The question may be asked,
How did Lekh Ram come to think
like this?

It has already been said that
at an early age he came under
theinfluence of a certain Sikh
gentleman who taught him to read
the Gita. He was somuch
influenced by this book that he
became a devotee of Shri Krishna. It
became a habit with him to repeat
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the name of Shri Krishna all day
long. He also came to have an
interest in raslila. He even thought
of going to Mathura and Brindaban,
the two places sacred to Shri
Krishna.

Afterwards he learnt Hindi.
Then he got a copy of the Gita in
that language. It then became a
passion with him to read the Gita.
The study of it had a strange effect
on him. It filled him with thoughts
of renunciation. He wanted to give
up the world.

Just at this time he came
under the influence of a person
called Munshi Kanhiya Lal
Alakhdhari. This gentleman wrote
a great deal, and his writings had
a great effect on the young men of
the Punjab and the United
Provinces. In his writings he
continually asked people to do
away with the old superstitions. He
was a kind of religious reformer.

After some time this gentle
man met Swami Dayanand. He
was influenced by him and then
accepted him as his Guru. The

result was that he became an Arya
Samaijist. Afterwards he began to
explain the teachings of Swami
Dayanand in his writings. Whoever
read them learnt about the creed
oftheArya Samaj.

One of the persons who read
his books was Lekh Ram. In this
way he became a follower of Swami
Dayanand by reading the writings
of Munshi Alakhdhari. No sooner
did this happen than he began to
convert others also to his view. He
soon established an Arya Samaj
at Peshawar. Meetings were held
almost every day at his house.

To be continued......
With thanks By:
"Makers of Arya Samaj”
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