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FIFTH DUTY : HOSPITALITY TO THE HELPLESS

An ordinary man’s attitude is to
respect a resourceful and useful person
and to discard those not indispensable.
But a noble man regards both of them.
He takes benefit politely and dispenses
courteous behaviour to all. He does not
limit his duties only upto his relations,
benefactors and clients. He rather
regards each and every being as his
associate and tries to live all beings.

A capable house-holder is surrounded
by a crowd of helpless men and animals
who cannot live by themselves. So it is
one of his duties to share their burden of
life, and help them live along. The
helpless beings cannot take any action if
we tease them, but we should not opt
this way. They may or may not help us
but we must help them.

The helpless beings include the

servants and labourers, the homeless and
poor people, the lepers, blind, deaf and
other uncared persons, the orphans, the
domestic animals, the birds and other
beasts. They are not capable enough of
living by themselves. So, it is our duty
to care for them. For, real nobility lies in
hospitality to the helpless and kindness
to the animals.

Y Fifed

— & Dr. Roop Chandra ‘Deepak’
Lucknow (U.P.)
Mob. 9839181690

Poverty is the deepest sorrow. It pricks
every moment, and burdens every
breath. The sun of happiness never
shines and the night of misery never
ends for the poor. They do not
understand what the rights are. They do
not meet the basic necessities to stand
up and perform human duties. If man is
free to choose one out of death and
poverty, he would like to choose the
former; but he is internally bound to
choose the latter.

Most of the poor are homeless. Since
man needs to stay and take rest for eight
to ten hours daily, he requires a place for
it. So, they occupy some place legally or
illegally, for legality bears no meaning
for them. Such people need help of the
capable, and they must be helped.

The servants and labourers are not so
helpless because they possess immense
power to stand and walk. They give
labour, sweat and service to the
capables, and take money in lieu thereof.
But money cannot be the price for
service. So, they must be dealt with
love, sweetness and a sense of human
equality. It is inhumane to enslave them
and sinful to exploit them. They depend
upon the capables and vice-versa. So,
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this is rather a business of give and take
that should be undertaken dutifully and
gracefully.

Sickness is a sister of poverty, that
makes the living lifeless. When it enters
in well-to-do families, it is not so
dreadful. But the homeless and poor
people get drowned when they have it,
and they cannot find way out by
themselves. They need help and care
from the capable house-holders.

The lepers, the blind, the deaf, the
dumb, and other sick persons, having no
money or home, are all humans, and
tender liability of society. Such people
are kept in Government hospitals and it
is good. But the medicines supplied to
Government hospitals through corrupt
machinery, are many a time
unconsumable.

These handicapped persons may be
engaged in community jobs with a view
to helping them and not to exploiting
them. The schools and hostels of such
children are socially neglected, and left
at the mercy of paid managers who are
not necessarily good and humane. So,
they need a continuous care of
philanthropic society.

What needed most is the human touch.
The people of the category under review
should never be looked down upon.
They are our brothers. We should feel
like this and Dbehave with them so
affectionately that they should also
regard us as their brothers or parents.

Y Fifed

The practice of begging has its origin
in the Vedic Culture, but the spirit has
deteriorated and reached the reverse end.
Originally, the men of knowledge and
austerity, living and working for the
whole society, did not indulge in earning
money. In reciprocity they were
respected, honoured and served with
food, clothing and lodging whenever
necessary. Thus the general sociey
enjoyed the role of intellectuals and
pioneers at a very small cost of bare
necessities.

As the days rolled by, like many
noble things, the divine spirit of begging
also deteriorated and took the form of
beggary today. Now a beggar evades
labour, escapes from work, and take the
shelter of begging, not the least for
social contribution but simply for an
easy bread. Such a beggar is not a social
liability but a heavy burden on society.

To take disadvantage of the people’s
generosity, some people have developed
beggary into a trained profession. Such
people should be severely dealt with.
But the helpless beggars, and
particularly the child beggars should be
saved from beggary, engaged in some
earning occupation, and helped to lead a
life that may be meaningful for them
and burdenfree for the society. This
needs care of the intelligentsia, the
volunteers and the competent house-
holders.

Every child has parents but some are
deprived of them. There are illegitimate
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children who are deserted by their
parents. This is also caused by economic
hardship, divorce or natural mischief.
Such children are helpless, homeless and
lifeless for no apparent fault of theirs. It
should be noted that children are never
illegitimate. The illegitimacy is wholly
on the parental side. It should also be
noted that men and women are free to
get married or not; but they are not free
at all to desert or neglect the children
born to them.

Compelled to become orphans, the
children or the aged persons deserted
otherwise, are a liability of the society.
The capable house-masters should make
arrangements for their bread, clothing,
collective shelter, basic education and
training, and medical care. They are also
the members of our family, no matter if
not our kith and kin. We have to
contribute for them from our pockets.

It is good that many an orphanage is
working in the society. But there are
problems  of  neglect, shortage,
indiscipline, maltreatment and
exploitation of many Kkinds. Some
managers are running the orphanage on
commercial lines. In fact, the orphanage
is a philanthropic service. If the
managers are good, they are serving the
purpose. But if otherwise, they are a hell
in disguise. So, the orphans need a
vigilant care of the noble society.

By all means, hospitality to the helpless
Is an essential duty of the house-holders
under Vedic Society.
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