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VEDIC WOMEN AND HER ELEVATED POSITIONIN THE SOCIETY

Article by- Y. K. Wadhwa

edic tradition recognises women as

more relevant for sustaining the

society. Vedas talk about her rare

virtues. Rig Veda (6.61.4) says 'Pra no
devi Saraswati, vejeybhriva jinivati.
dhinamavitra yuvatu' i..e, The goddess of
learning (Saraswati), endowed with divine
virtues, powerful and protector of intelligence,
may protect us by bestowing strength on us.
Atharvaveda describes her as the symbol of
religion or truthful behaviour. Maharishi
Manu says in Manusmriti (2.145) that the
rank of one acharya (principal) is equal to 10
ordinary teachers, the rank of one father is
equal to that of 100 acharyas. The rank of one
mother is equal to that of 1000 fathers. Why
did Manu give such a high position to mother
who is a woman? Just because a learned
mother inculcates in her children good
sanskars and education as a first Guru. These
thoughts go deep into the mind of the child
forming his attitude and values of the later
age. Manusmriti (3-53) also declares 'Yatra
naryastu pujyantey ramantey tatra devata'i.e.,
Wherever women are honoured, there is
heaven (abode of gods) and where they are
not, there all activities fail.

INFERIOR POSITION OF WOMEN
DURING POST MAHABHARATA PERIOD
Inspite of sublime and elevated position of
women in the Vedic age, during the post
Mahabharata period, the womenhood of India
was neglected, disregarded and cribbed. Right
of women and shudras to have Vedic
education became a vexed problem, so much
so even Acharya Shankara opposed it.
Orthodoxy fabricated a line in the name of the
Vedas and said 'Istri Shudro Nathiatam', i.e.,

women and shudras are not to study the
Vedas. They are not to be taught was the
favourite formula of the then so called
custodians of Vedic teachings. Reading of
Vedas was considered as an offence and hence
they were stopped from studying Sanskrit and
Vedic texts. She had a very inferior position in
the household especially till the end of 19th
century. She was cabined and had to remain in
Purdah, to cover her face with a long veil.
Knowledge was not considered necessary for
women. Out of hundreds of thousands of
Pathshalas, not a single one was meant for
women who were kept confined to the four
walls of the house during the degenerated
Hindu period which was at its worst during
medieval times.

SWAMI DAYANAND AND WOMEN'S
RIGHT TO VEDIC EDUCATION. Swami
Dayanand, a great reformer of 19th century
and founder of Arya Samaj was shocked at
this condition of womanhood. Swamiji went
deep into the Vedic studies and found that this
inferiority of the female was not sanctioned
by the Vedas and during Vedic times women
enjoyed a very respectable position in the
society. The orthodoxy opposed tooth and
nail when Swami Dayanand started his
crusade to preach the true values of the Vedic
teaching about equality of men and women
for all purposes, whether in respect of
marriage, inheritence or other educational
rights. In his book Satyartha Prakash, while
countering the prevailing negative views
about education of women, Swami Dayanand
strongly pleaded on the authority of
Yajurveda 26.2 which says "Yathemam

vacham kalyanim avadani janebhyah. gm
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