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After some time he reached Mirzapur.
There he came across a member of the Arya
Samaj who belonged to a low caste. He was
surprised to find that the man had no sacred
thread. He asked him why this was. The man
replied, “How can |, a low caste Hindu, be
invested with the sacred thread? It is only the
privilege of high caste Hindus to wear sacred
things.” But Pandit ji said to him, “Do not worry.
It is your right as much as the right of high
caste Hindus, to be invested with the sacred
thread. | will, therefore, perform the ceremony
myself and invest you with the sacred thread.”
He kept his word. The ceremony was
performed in a few days. All the local Arya
Samajists took part in it.

Kashi, Dumroan, Danapur, Bankipur and
Patna were the other places he visited. At
Bankipur the Secretary of the Arya Samaj
received a telegram from Pt. Lekh Ram's people
inquiring if the Pandit was alive. Areply was at
once sent saying that he was hale and hearty.
This was not the first time thatill-founded
rumours had been spread about.

At Bankipur he was advised by a friend not
to criticize Islam so much. The friend added,
“You might come to grief on account of this.”
But the Pandit replied, “| do not care for what
happens to me. Death is inevitable, therefore |
do not bother about it. Nothing will give me
greater pleasure than to die for my faith. Ifthis
ever happens, my faith will gain by it.”

The same friend asked him why he did not
translate the Satyarath Prakash into Persian.
He said that he was already thinking of doing
so. But he would take it up after he had written
a life of Swami Dayanand. He further added
that he wanted to go to Arabia, Persia, Egypt
and Turkistan. “Why do you want to do so?”
asked the friend. “l want to visit these countries
to propagate my faith,” said Pandit ji. “But what
will you do,” asked the friend, “if the
Representative Assembly does not permit you
to do so?” “l will go there on my own account,”
replied the Pandit. “l will be able to live there
by practising medicine, of which | know
something even now.”

It was at this place that he paid a visit to
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Pt. Lekh Ram was not quite welcome.
As soon as he reached there the Arya Samajists
appointed four persons to guard him against all
kinds of harm. But the Pandit said, “All of you
seem to be cowards. You appear to have no
faith in yourselves. | do not want anybody to
protect my life. Nothing can do me harm, for
God protects us all. He was also warned against
receiving any Mohammadan visitors. But he did
not heed this warning. On the other hand, he
delivered several lectures on Islam, which were
not to the taste of the Mohamrnadans, Before
he left, he asked the Arya Samajists to start a
paper of their own. ....

Mr. Khuda Baksh's library. There he came
across a rare edition of the Qoran. He spent
several days in the library and took down notes
from the books in it. He also paid a visit to a
press there which was publishing a paper. In it
he came across several reports of discussions
which Swami Dayanand had held.

After visiting Calcutta he went to Hardwar.
There the Kumbh fair was to be held. He did
much to propagate his faith there. After wards
he went to Lahore and published an account
ofthe fair.

At Lahore he learnt that some Hindus in
Hyderabad were going to be converted to Islam.
This made him very ill at ease. He therefore
left for Hyderabad without the least delay. There
he met the persons in question and had several
long talks with them. But they said, “We know
nothing about these things. You would do better
to have a talk with our Maulvis.” He then had
some discussion with the Maulvis. The result
was that the Hindus did not change their faith.

He returned to the Punjab and travelled
about from place to place. After a short time
he received an invitation from Nahan. A
Sanatanist pandit there was creating much
trouble for the Arya Samaj ists. He went there
and delivered forty lectures. After establishing
an Arya Samaj he returned home.

After some time Pt. Lekh Ram went to
Rajputana. Swami Dayanand had spent some
part of his life there and he wanted to know
about it. He visited Bundi, Ajmer, Jaipur and
other places. At each of these places he
delivered lectures. These sometimes brought
trouble on his head, but he did not care.
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At Ajmer he met Shri Har Bilas Sarda, who
said of him, “Excepting Swami Dayanand, |
have not come across any other Arya Samajist
who is more truthful, more unselfish and more
hardworking than Pt. Lekh Ram. His passions
are under control, and he never wastes a single
minute of his time. He expressed a sense of
pain on seeing that some oftheArya Samajists
did not act in accordance with their beliefs. He
believed that India would never make any
progress unless Indians came to have a firm
faith in the Vedas. | had been thinking for some
time of publishing an edition of the Manu Smriti
which should be free from all defects. | talked
this thing over with him. He said that he had
with him twenty-six different editions of the
Manu Srnriti. All these, he said, were rare and
he had brought them from Kashmere. On being
requested he even translated one chapter of
the book into Hindi. He further said that after
completing this book he would translate the
Ramayana into Hindi. He expressed a desire
that the Arya Samajists should bring out a
monthly like the Nineteenth Century and After.
He was very much interested in history and
wanted to write a history of ancient India.”

After visiting Rajputana he returned to the
Punjab where he stayed for some time. But he
again went back to Rajputana to seek out
Swami Dayanand's place of birth. He somehow
learnt that Swami Dayanand was born in a
place in the State ofMorvi. He went there and
after visiting many places found the exact place
of Swamiji's birth.

But he was soon called back to the Punjab,
because ofthe differences amongst the Arya
Samajists. Being a man of restless energy he
again visited several places in the Punjab, then
he went home on leave. But he did not sitidle.
He wrote many articles for the papers. From
there he wrote in a letter to a friend, “It is a pity
that the books of the Arya Samaj are not
translated into many languages. It is also a
pity thatArya preachers do not know many
languages. | really feel sad to think that there
are very few preachers of the Arya Samaj who
would be ready to sacrifice themselves for their
faith. Englishmen give up big posts and
become preachers oftheir faith. But amongst
us there are very few well-read and self-
sacrificing preachers.”

To be continued......
With thanks By:
"Makers of Arya Samaj”
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