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Arya Samaj and its role in
Freedom Struggle of Hyderabad

(Published on the Occasion of Hyderabad Liberation Da iy on 17th September)

Arya Samayj, founded in 1875 at
Bombay by Maharishi Dayanand
Saraswathi, has been hailed as one
of the most potential and dynamic
socio-religious movements of the
day. Ithad a great impact on the life
and thinking of the people
particularly ofthe Hindus in the 19th
and 20th centurics. *According to
DrK.PJaiswal, “The foundation of
the Arya Samaj marked the
beginning of vital changes in the
social, religious,educational and
national life of the vast majority of
the people of India, as well asamong
the followers of the various faiths of
the world."*

*Speaking on the role of Arya
Samaj, Yogi Arvind Ghosh of
Pondichery said,*

*“Dayanand was the real
harbinger of the Indian Renaissance
which opened up new directions
and fresh hopes for millions of
people who were groaning under
the worst kind of slavery resulting
from social, religious, cultural and
political decadence.™*

[n the light of the above
statements the role of the Arya
Samaj during the latter part of the
reign of the last Nizam, Osman Ali
Khan becomes very clear. The Arya
Samaj in Hyderabad gave an
impetus to the political awakening
and paved the way for political
emancipation at Hyderabad.
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The political problems in
Hyderabad related mainly to
injustice of the minority rule over the
majority. The minority of the ruler’s
community aspired to grow in
strength through religious planks.
Proselytizing the members of the
majority communiiy was one of the
casy means to add to their own
numbers. This w is quite justified as
long as the means are fair and
merely persuasive. But when unfair
means were employed the situation
became quite explosive. The Arya
Samaj in Hyderanbad state was
founded in 1880 in Dharur Taluk of
Beed district which acted as head
office to guide its activities. In 1892,
the Arya Samaj of Hyderabad was
started in Residency area, later
renamed as Sultan Bazar. The first
President here was Pandit Kamata
Prasadji Misra.

The teachings of the Arya Samaj
had penetrated long ago into
Hyderabad even before the dawn
of the 20th century. But its impact
was felt from the time Pandit
Keshava Rao Koratkar, a great
patriot and lawyer was elected the
President of Arya Samaj in
Hyderabad and he continued to
remain atits helm 1932. He infused
great vigour into the activities of
Arya Samaj. He established many
branches of Arya Samaj throughout
the state and helped the spread of

<)

education through librarics and
schools.

The satyarth Prakash of Arya
Samaj was rendered into Telugu in
1921. They even rendered financial
help to movements outside
Hyderabad like the Moplah
rebellion in Malabar. Their activities
attracted an enthusiastic band of
workers who vowed to protect the
inferests of the majority.

The Ganesh Utsav, to celebrate
the birthday of the popular Hindu
God, Ganesh was started in
Maharastra by the great
Revolutionary leader, Bai
Gangadhar Tilak. It served as an
effective means of public awakening
through the media of songs, lectures
and melas. In 1895, for the first time
in Hyderabad, Ganesh festival was
held at Shah Ali Banda and
Chaderghat and it evoked a good
response. The festival at
Chadharghat was organized entirely
by students. This greatly helped in
rousing public opinion. They also
provided a training ground for
workers in constructive social
action.Due to the influence of the
Razakkars on the Nizam, a number
of restrictions were brought on the
Hindus by the éa vernment.
L.B.Phatak the editor of Maratha
weekly,
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Nizam Vijay, had brought outa
brochure in 1931 in English under
the title “Religions Disabilities of
Hindus in the Hyderabad State”.
The facts below are from that
brochure. A circular was issued by
the govemment regarding religious
celebrations, “...The Dasara is a
great festival for the Hindus in
which music processions form a
leading part. Its character is
jubilant, but it may synchronies
with Moharrum which has a
melancholy character.

Therefore the government issues
the following circular dated 13th
Aban, 1326F, 1916 By Order of
HEH the Nizam's government
according to which All Hindus of
Hyderabad city and of the districts
should perform their worship
without any sort of music.
Batkamma (goddess) should not
be brought out and Hindus should
not play music even in their
household temples™.

As aresult of such restrictions,
tempers rose on the side of the
majority community. Often it led
to riots 'between the two
communities. One of the earliest
riots during Osman Ali Khan's
reign was the riots at Gulbarga,
and this incident was conveyed to
the Secretary of State in London
by the Vice roy (Foreign and
Political department) in Simla
through a Telegram. The subject
of the Telegram read ‘Hindu
Mohamadan Riots at Gulbarga in
the Nizam's dominions’.

“Onllth August, a Hindu
procession passed a mosque
during prayers. The
Mohammedans objected and the

Procession was turned back by
magistrates’ orders.The mob was
dispersed by Police after some
stone throwing. The next day the
Mohammedan religious is said to
have been insulted while a
Mohamedan procession was
passing a Hindu temple...........
Riots got out of hand. Police
Superintendent was shot and in the
end police dispersed the mob by
fire, killing one and wounding seven.
Nizam on 19th issucd a
Finmanappointing a commission of
enquiry. It is alleged that tense
atmosphere had been created by
Muslim proselytism.... Accounts in
Times of India allege Mohameddans
to have been aggressors and to
have deliberately damaged their
mosques with a view of exciting
Mohammedan feeling against
Hindus. Apparently practically all
the temples in the town were
raided and damaged and idols
destroyed... The government is
undertaking repairs to temples
and mosques.”

‘There was strange religious
activity started by a Muslim by
name Siddiq Dindarin 1929. He

declared himself 1o be s the Aviar

of Chenna Basweshwar held in
high regard by Lingayats. Siddiq
Dindar said that Islam was the
modern form of the preachings of
Chenna Basweshwar. He
delivered speeches belittling the
Avtars of Rama and Krishna and
irritated the feelings of the
Hindus. Sri Mangala Dev, a
preacher of the Arya Samaj was
invited to counteract the
harangues of Siddig Dindar.
Another learned scholar, Pandit

Ramachandra Dehlavi who had
read the orignal Quran and its
commentaries also came to
Hyderabad.” This propaganda on
both the sides Telegram Rno, 1350-
8 dated 28* August 1924,
dispatched at 3-30 p.m. in F.No.
84(2) poll. 1924 (Foreign
Political)

Pandit Ramachandra Dehlavi
was considered the Prince among
Preachers. Since his speeches
made a great impact there was
great pressure on the State
authorities to somehow implicate
the Pundit and curtail his
influence on the Hindu and
Muslim population of the State.
On the third day of his meeting,
he was served summons at 9,30
p.m. signed by the Subjudge at
Bidar requiring him to answer a
charge of insult to Islam on the
basis of a lecture delivered at
Halikhcd in September 1933. The
news of his prosecution created a
great sensation all over India, A
telegram was sent by Sn Narayan
Swamiji, President of the league
to HEH the Nizam of Hyderabad
and another letter on the same
subject was addressed to
Professor. M.Sudhakar, Secretary
of the League. Because of began
to embitter mutual relations. The
followers of Siddiq believed to be
five hundred strong wore the
green turban of Muslim divines,
the saffron robe of Hindu Sadhus
and beard in the style of the Sikhs.
When the situation in a village
grew tense, they led the Muslims
against the Hindus. Siddiq
increased his proselytizing activitics
unchecked
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The Hindus on January 10th
1932, submitted a petition to the
Nizam tocheck his activities.
When the oppaosition became too
strong, the Nizam’s government
imposed some kind of restriction
on Sidiq’s activities but he
confinued to function till 1948,
Though the Razakkars looked
upon the Decendars with
contempl, they tolerated them as
convenienl allies for the
terrorization of the Hindus .
Another circular issued requires
that no processions even those
organized in connection with
religious ceremaonies; could be
conducted without the previous
sanction of the Ecclesiastical
Department. Circulars were
issued to ban music to be played
in front of a mosque. Another
circular denies Hindus the right
of constructing new temples and
of repairing the old ones, whereas
the states funds principally drawn
from the Hindu population are
made available for the erection,
maintenance and upkeep of
masques, both in Hyderabad and
outside. The Hindus were also not
allowed to look after their
educational and cultural interests.

“The state controls the entire
education of its people and
neglects the cultural interest of the
Hindus as against those of the
Muslims which it fostered with
special care and religious zeal.”
the agitation launched again’ﬁl the
prosecution, the Nizam's
government dropped the case
proposed to be filed against him.
But the Pandit was deported.

Accoring (o Pandit Narendraj in

his book, Jeevan Ki Doop Chai\
Hyderabad 1998, “Deendar wrote
a book, “Sarvaare Aallaam’ in
which he ridiculed Yogeshwar
Krishna and the goddesses. All the
rules regarding private schools,
public meetings were published by
the Standing Committee in the
Hyderabad Peoples Educational
Conference. There was glaring
injustice in representation of
different commumities in legislatures
and civil services. They were not
based on size of the population. In
the Indian States Journal of 6 th May
1931, there appeared a note on
recruitment to civil services. The note
gave a picture of the pattern of
application, nomination and
selection of candidates. 441
Muslims had applied as against 91
Hindus. From among them,275
muslims and 54 Hindus were
nominated. Ultimately 34 Muslims
and four Hindus were selected. The
lopsided policy of the Nizam’s
government and their efforts to
increase the number of minority
at the expense of majority was
questioned and checked by the
AryaSamaj. Thus, the Nizam's
governmenl changed their
aftitude towards Arya Samaj and
began to place a number of
impediments before it. It grew so
much that even the normal
functioning of Arya Samaj had
become impossible. They failed
to secure the legitimate rights of
religious worship and practice.”

The Nizam's government
began to impose restriction on the
Arya Samaj preachers,

One of the first victims was
Pandil Chandra Bhanu. He was

served a deportation order by the
State on 17th September 1932. Due
to such injustice they began the
constitutional fight with the Nizam’s
government. It was a fight between
patience on one side and
persecution on the other. They
lodged their protests initially through
Extract from the minutes of
Hyderabad Civil Service Cominittee
meeting held on 17th Khurdad, 134
If in A.P.State Archives. “
According to V.Yashoda Devi in
her article, “Social and Religious
reform Movements in A.P. in the
19th and 20" “Unlike the Brahma
Samaj, the Arya Samaj was
revivalist in nature. They also
undertook eamestly the work of
social reform, The missionaries of
Arya Samaj like Adipudi
Somanatha Rao were engaged in
receiving converted Christians
and Muslims into the fold of
Hinduism through a purification
ceremony. p365 This probably
irked the Nizam’s government.
The resolutions, memaorials
and representations. They were
finally driven to utter helplessness
and desperation. The Nizam’s
government would often bring a
last minute ban on the anniversary
celebration planned by the Arya
Sama) much in advance, They
were not allowed on most
occasions t0 go on a procession.
When the grievances of the Aryas
increased, the President Mahatma
Narayan Swami submitted a
memorial dated 9th August 1934,
to his Exalted Highness secking his
personal and gracious intervention
for the redressing of Arya Samaj
grievances. He explained in detail
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the role of the Arya Samaj as a
universal organization and the
decades of its service in the Nizam’s
government. He cited the services
of some of them who worked as
loyal and distinguished subjects of
the Nizam. He lamented thata highly
respected and renowned person
like Pandit Ramachandra Dehlavi
was treated so badly. He also
pointed out that on the death of
Pandit Keshava Rao, a judge of
Hyderabad High Court of
Judicature and pioneer of Arya
Samaj, the Kotwal had served a
notice that only a resolution on the
occasion could be passed but no
speeches were to be delivered.
Therefore it was quite natural that
such an order should provoke
resentment, foster discontent and
produce needless heart buming. He
urged the government not {o make
any restriction on entry of Arya
Samaj preachers in the state. No
discrimination be made, their religion
and their logical literature may not
be forfeited without proper enquiry

After a long wait, a reply from
the Political Member of HEH
Nizam’s government was sent. He
wrote The case of Arya Samaj in
Hyderabad from the Collections of
Harishchandra Heda Gyanakumari
Heda Samvai Seva Trust.

Pandit Narendraji along with
other distinguished addressed a
gathering in Halikhed.

He said “"paap se daro paapi se
nahi"(fear sin, not the sinner) This
had a great impact on the youth who

were determined to fight the
atrocities of the Nizam's .from ,
Narendraji,opcit.p.p.32,33.

An intimation regarding this
memorial along with the copy of the
same was also sent to the Political
Secretary, Foreign and Political
Department, Government of India.
The memarial submitted by the
president was not even
acknowledged by the Nizam in The
Case Of Arya Samay opcit,p.8.

“Tam now desired to inform you
that there is no question of putting
any restrictions in the way of the
followers of any wlig?iun orsectin
Hyderabad state. HEH, the Nizam’s
government is and always has been
impartial in the treatment it accords
to its subjects, of whatever religion
or sect or denomination they may
be ... lam to add therefore that there
has been no idea of putting the Arya
Samajists in particular under any
special disabilities.”

But the debate between the
Aryas and the Nizam's government
continued as there werc many
misgivings on the part of the
government. Shri Narayana Swami,
Swami Swalantranand and Acharya
Ramadev came in a deputation to
see for themselves the conditions in
the state. They were allowed to
move [reely and address meetings.
But the moment they left the state
all the restrictions were revived with
greater vigour.

In 1935, the first Talugdar of
Bidar ruthlessly dealt with Arya
Samaj at Nilanga. in Bidar district.

Havan Kund and Samaj Mandir
were desecrated and destroyed.
The Samaj registered its protest
against this sacrilegious action of the
Talugdar. Nawab Zuloader Jung,
the Police Secretary of the State
ordered the Taluqdar to reconstruct
the Mandir and the Havan Kund,
spending money from his own
pocket.”

But the attitude of the
government was very stiffened. The
Samaj could not celebrate any
functions, meetings relating to death
anniversary and birth anniversarics
dates of great personalities, religious
ceremonies, fairs, Nagar kirtans,
literary activitics, conduct schools or
have Havan Kund or unfurl ‘OM’
flags. After intensified endeavors,
the Samaj was permitted to start an
under weekly, Vaidic Adarsh in
1934,

But the fearless and frank tone

of Pandit Narendraji in it displeased
the government and its publication
was stopped by a government order
in 1935. In 1936, at Humnabad -
Manik Nagar, the Arya Samaj
workers had commenced their
preaching work. A few mussalmans
picked up a quarrel with a ‘Nagar
Kirtan’ party and there was a scufile
and a clash. The police appeared
on the scene encouraging the
musalamans to chastise the Aryans.
The two famous brothers Bansilal
and Shamlal and Pandit Narendra
were arrested. At Umerga, a
worker by name Ramachandra was
found to have a copy of Satyartha
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Prakash. It was seized by the police
as a seditious book. A Great
agitation had to be made after which
the Satyartha Pakash was returned
o Ramachandra.

When the circular No.53 which
forbade all meetings of every
character was issued in 1937, the
Arya Samaj prolested against it by
holding celebration without any
prior sanction. That year, an Arya
Samjist, Veda Prakash, was
persuaded to accept Islam but on
his stubborn rejection to do so he
was murdered at Gunjoti. An All
India Aryan Conference was held
from 25 th to 29th December 1938
in Sholapur now in Maharastra. The
president of the session Sri Madhav
Sri Hari Annay addressed the
Nawabs and Rajahs saying that “in
today's world they need the help of
the people to govern and to hand
over responsibility to them”

According to Rajandra in his
book Asaflahis of Hyderabad, The
Arya Samaj, which was basically a
movement of religious reform,
inevitably strayed into political
territory’to take the cause of the
majority community in Hyderabad
which was living under unspeakable
disabilitics,

The Arya Samaj defied the order
of the government in 1938 that their
permission be sought bﬂ’e a
Havan Kund was consfructed
anywhere. The resentment in the

majority commuinty und the high-
handedness of the government led
to a number of communal riots in
the year 1938. » At Gulbarga, in
1938 riots burst out because a few
drops of colored water .iled the
dress of a Musalman .uring Holi
celebration. Prominent Hindu local
leaders were arrested and
sentenced. * The notorious Dhulpet
communal riot took place in
Hyderabad in 1938 when 21 active
workers of Arya Samaj were
arrested. .

* A serious riot took place at
Vidigir during the Dasara
celebration in 1938 in which Shiv
Shyamlal was arrested along with
20 colleagues. He died in Bidar jail.
It is reported that some foul play
was the cause of his death. » To stop
the activities of Pandit Narendra, the
government arrested and sent him
to Mannanoor.

During this period an open letter
was written to Sir Akbar Hydari, the
Premier of Hyderabad. Though
initially he was very broad minded
and benevolent he played into
reactionary hands and thus had
disappointed the people of
Hyderabad. Excerpts from the letter
which was published and printed are
given below.

“Your Excellency, pardon me for

the liberty but I believe even great | =

men need sometime be told some
plain home truths... you have an eye

@

for merit and appreciate good work
done by others, Although
prejudiced against Arya Samajists,
your sincere regard for the service
rendered by them in plague and in
mnfluenza is well known ... You have
never lost any opportunity to
exercise your influence to utilize your
position for the good of the
Muslims... The yeomen contribution
you have made to the perpetuation
of Muslim stewardship of
Hyderabad by the inauguration of
the Osmania University cannot be
equaled by any one before or after
you...By the acquisition of the
Railway you have opened fresh
avenues of services for Muslims,
who were in microscopic minority
in the Railway services before
acquisition by the Government ...
The rcasons for your change in
attitude, Sir Akbar, can I think be
traced to the last communal riots in
Hyderabad. It is an open secret that
you were surrounded by
reactionaries during these riots. The
whole blame for the riots was piled

on the poor AryaSamajists and the
Hindus by the Information Bureau.
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