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Continue From Last issue

At last Pt. Lekh Ram settled down at
Jalandhar with his tvife and his only son. There
were two reasons for doing so. In the first place,
his wife felt quite at home amongst the people
of this place. He also wanted to be near
Mahatma Munshi Ram in order to complete the
biography of Swami Dayanand.

The people who saw Pandit ji at Jalandhar
felt what a good husband and a good father he
was. They also realized his unselfishness. For
a longtime Panditji had been getting only
twenty-five rupees a month. When a son was
born to him he got himself insured for two
thousand rupees.He then began to draw thirty-
five rupees a month. But he never applied for
any increase in his pay. He was always content
with what he got.

He could have made a lot of money from
his books, but he never did so. Whatever money
he got from them he gave away to the Arya
Samaj. His wife also proved to be his best
helper in this matter. She never cared for
ornaments, nor did she worry about fine clothes.
She always remained devoted to the cause that
her husband loved. After her husband's death
she gave all the money she got from insurance
for the purpose offounding a scholarship in the
Gurukula at Hardwar.

Pt. Lekh Ram's life was very regular at
Jalandhar. He got up at about 40’ clock in the
morning. After a bath he performed the Havan
and said his prayers. Then he studied the
Vedas for about an hour. After this he read books
about other religions. Then he continued to write
the biography till eleven 0' clock. From eleven
to two he took his meals, rested for a while
and devoted himself to his household work.
From two to five he read books or wrote articles.
He was very fond of exercise and never missed
it. In the evening he generally took a long walk.
He followed this routine not only at Jalandhar,
but also at other places.

It was his great desire that his wife should
help him to spread the message of the Arya
Samaj amongst the women ofindia. He paid
much attention, therefore, to her education. He
also took her with him when he went to attend
the anniversary of an Arya Samaj. One ofthe
many places they visited together in this
manner was Mathura. But there his only son
fellill. They therefore returned to Jalandhar with
all speed. Atdalandharthe boy passed away,
but Panditji bore his grief manfully.

Immediately after this he went to attend
the anniversary of the Pasrur Arya Samaj. There
he was sent for by the man in charge of the
Police station. He said to him, “If any trouble
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occurs here, you will be held responsible.” The
Pandit replied, “I have not come here to fight
but to deliver the message of the Vedas. 1 am
not concerned with what happens. | will do my
duty at all costs.”

It has already been said that the
Mohammadans were very hostile to Pt. Lekh
Ram. They often tried to harm him. First of all,
they tried to file a suit against him at Amritsar
because he had written a book against them.
But they did not succeed. Then cases were
started against him at Mizarpur, Allahabad,
Lahore, Delhi and Bombay. But they were all
dismissed. Similar attempts were made at
Peshawar and Meerut. But none of these
succeeded. At Delhi the magistrate, Captain
Davis, wrote in his judgment that the books
written by Pt. Lekh Ram were not in any way
objectionable.

On account of these th ings the Arya
Samaj ists frequently warned Pt. Lekh Ram.
They told him that his life was in danger. But
he did not care about his life. In February, 1887,
a well built young Mohammadan went to
Panditji's house and said, “l was converted to
Islam two years ago. But | want to become a
Hindu again. Will you please help me.”Panditji
said that he would do so as soon as possible.
From that day the young man followed Panditji
like his shadow. Many Arya Samajists told
Panditji that the young man was notto be
trusted, but he said, “| do not care. | must do
my duty.”

After a few days Pt. Lekh Ram went to
Multan. When he came back he found the
young man waiting for him in the office of the
Arya Pritinidhi Sabha. The youth was wearing
ablanket and he spoke in a very low and feeble
voice. Pandit ji asked him ifthe was suffering
from fever. He replied that he was not feeling
well. So they went to a doctor. The doctor said
that he had no fever, but seemed to be suffeang
from some disorder ofthe blood. He thought of
applying some sort of plaster. But the young
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man said that he would prefer to have some
medicine to drink. Pt. Lekh Ram asked the
doctor to do this. The doctor then gave him
some medicine to drink.

Then Pt. Lekh Ram went home
accompanied by this young man. When they
got there he sat on a cot on the verandah and
began to write an account of the death of Swami
Dayanand. After some time his mother said, “I
have not yet got any oil from the bazaar.”
Panditji then got down from the cot and
stretched his limbs. He was probably thinking
of going to the bazaar himselfto fetch the oil.
The young man was, at that moment, standing
close by him. But Panditji never suspected him
of evil intentions. It certainly did not occur to
him that he was near his death.

Soon the young man saw his chance. He
immediately thrust a dagger into Panditji's
intestines. Then the blood began to flow and
Panditji fell down. For a time he was able to
hold on to the murderer without uttering any
cry of pain. But he lost so much blood in a
short time that he became weak and had to
loosen his hold on the culprit. The Murderer at
once tried to escape. He had not gone very far,
however, when he was caught by Pandit ji's
wife. He struck her with a strong piece of wood
and she fell down senseless. But just then
Pandit ji ‘s mother discovered the crime and
cried for help. Other people arrived on the scene.
They took Panditji to the hospital where his
condition went from bad to worse. But even to
the last he did not lose his senses. Indeed, he
continued to talk to some of his friends. He
also repeated some hymns from the Vedas. At
2 o' clock in the morning he passed away. His
last words were, “Do not let the Arya Samaj
stop publishing books which explain its
mission.”

The next day the dead body was taken to
the cremation grounds. The funeral procession
was attended by a large number of persons.
So tragic was the death that all felt it keenly.
When the body was placed on the funeral pyre
there was hardly an eye that was dry. The
hearts of the Arya Samaj ists were touched
most of all. While they were standing round
the funeral pyre the Arya Samajist said, “Let
us now sink all our differences. Let us make
peace.” A peace was made between the two
sections of the Arya Samaj, but it did not last
long.

Thus Pt. Lekh Ram died manfully for his
faith, and in so doing died the death of a martyr.

To be continued......
With thanks By:
"Makers of Arya Samaj”
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