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Mool Shankar

To the west ofIndia is the province of Gujarat.
This contains many Indian States. One of them is
known by the name of Dhrangadra. In it is a small
town named Morvi. This is situated on the bank
of the river Machhukahta.

In this town a boy named Mool Shankar was
born in 1825. This boy afterwards came to be
known as Swami Dayanand. Nobody suspected
that one day he would become famous. Nor did
anyone think that he would do so much to improve
the conditions of the Hindus in India.

Mool Shankar’s father was named Umba
Shankar. He was a Brahmin ofa very high caste,
but he was not poor as the Brahmins generally
are. He had lands which brought him money, and
sometimes he traded. He was also a State official.
He used to collect revenue from the people of his
town. To help him in his work he had under him
clerks and sepoys. But he was a very strict
Brahmin. He was very careful in performing those
duties which were required of him as a Brahmin.
He went to the temple every morning and evening.
He was a worshipper of Shiva. Forall these things
he was respected and trusted by the people of his
town. His life was happy. He had a loving and
devoted wife. She was very sweet and gentle. She
loved her children as her own life. Whenever her
husband was inclined to be harsh with the
children, she did all she could to appease him.

Mool Shankarwas hardly five year old when
his father took charge of his education He did
not send him to school, but taught him at home.
He was first taught the Sanskrit alphabet. Then
he studied some holy Sanskrit books. Soon he

..... If a woman had no child, she offered prayers to
her gods to bless her with one. Sometimes she said, “If!
have a child I will dedicate it to the god.” In this way many
children were offered to the goddess Ganga. This was done
in a very strange way. First of all, the child was taken by its
parents to Hardwar. Then, standing on one of the steps of
the ghat, the father or the mother threw the child into the
stream. But luckily it was picked up by some priest who
was already standing in the water. He then gave the child
back to the parents in return for a little money. Thus the
child’s life was saved. But it did not always happen | ike
this. Sometimes the child met with death. The Hindus were
still worse in other things. They did not treat their women
well. They thought they should not be sent to school. They
believed that if women learnt to read and write they would
come to grief So they remained illiterate. The Hindus were
cruel to women in other ways, too. They thought them to
be inferior to men. . ......

learnt many mantras (holy verses) by heart. After
a time he was taught the different forms of
worship in which his father believed. When he
was eight years old he was invested with the
sacred thread. This was a day of great rejoicing.
His father and mother felt very proud and happy
on that day.

As mool Shankar’s father was a devoted
follower of the god Shiva, he was anxious for his
son to follow in his footsteps. So he taught him
many things about the god. All these had a great
effect on the boy. Even at the age often he thought
it the best thing in the world worship Shiva. For
this purpose he often went with his father to the
temple. There he offered his heart to the god. But
his father was not yet satisfied. He wanted his
son to observe a fast on every Shivratri day. That
day was sacred to the god Shiva, and Mool
Shankar’s father considered it to be very
important. He himself fasted on that day. He even
asked his wife to do the same. But he felt most

happy when he succeeded in making his son do
the same.

In vain did the poor mother say that it was
not good for a young boy to fast. The father would
not listen to her. “This isjust the time,” he said,
“when Mool Shankar should learn to keep fast.
The God who protectsrhe wholeuniverse”from
harm, will surely guard Mool Shankar against
all evil. He will be pleased with this young devotee
of his and grant all his wishes.” Mool Shankar’s
mother listened to all this and, finally, agreed to
what her husband said.

To be continued......
With thanks By:
"Makers of Arya Samaj"
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