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Marriage

After sometime his friends thought it proper
to inform his father of his intentions. They told
him that Mool Shankar was about to leave home.
This made his parents very anxious. “What
should we do,” they asked themselves, “to prevent
him from doing this? Can’t we do anything to
make him take a little more interest in life?”

They came to the conclusion that the only
thing which would make him take some interest
in life was marriage. “Marriage will surely banish
all such thoughts from his mind,” they said. With
this end in view they made arrangements for his
marriage, but Mool Shankar did not like this. He
did not want to be fettered by marriage in any
way. He therefore told his friends what he felt
about it. They told his parents that Mool Shankar
did not want to be married yet. They had,
therefore, to postpone it. But this did not meant
the end of his troubles. His great desire was to
leave home. But the more he thought about it, the
more difficult it seemed to him. At last he hit upon
a plan. He asked his father to send him to Benares.
“I could learn astronomy, grammar and medicine
there,” he said. But hi parents did not want him to
go to Benares.

Mool Shankar did not press this point very
much. But when his father asked him to look after
their lands, he refused. He said that this kind of
work did not interest him. Months passed away,
yet Mool Shankar’s desire to leave home did not
abate. He still found it difficult to get his parents’
permission. After thinking over it for sometime
he made another proposal to them. A few miles
away from his home lived a learned Brahmin.
Pupils from all parts came to study with him.
Mool Shankar expressed a desire to his father to
go and read with him. The father readily

...... The teacher knew the joys of a happy home
and the pride of rearing up a family. Moreover, Mool
Shankar’s father was his great friend. He knew how
keen he was on getting his son married and on
continuing the family. So, as soon as he heard the
views of his pupil he felt very perturbed. He then took
the earliest possible opportunity to communicate
these things to his pupil’s father. “Your son,” he wrote,
“does not want to marry. He thinks it better to run
away from home than to be chained in this way. So
keep an eye on him and do not let him do anything
rash which will disgrace the family.” ......

intelligent and bright, so strong and fearless. The
teacher and the pupil had many talks together in
which they discussed various subjects. It was
during one of these talks that Mool Shankar
expressed his strong dislike of marriage. “l would
rather die than marry”, he said. “How can anyone
who wants to acquire knowledge think of
marriage?”

The teacher knew the joys of a happy home
and the pride of rearing up a family. Moreover,
Mool Shankar’s father was his great friend. He
knew how keen he was on getting his son married
and on continuing the family. So, as soon as he
heard the views of his pupil he felt very perturbed.
He then took the earliest possible opportunity to
communicate these things to his pupil’s father.
“Your son,” he wrote, “does not want to marry. He
thinks it better to run away from home than to be
chained in this way. So keep an eye on him and
do not let him do anything rash which will
disgrace the family.”

As soon as Mool Shankar’s father heard, he
took his son away from the school. He then kept
him at home. In the
meantime he made

preparations for his
son’s marriage. The

time he went on making his own plans secretly.
What could he do otherwise? Here was a young
man who wanted to devote his life to acquiring
knowledge, but his parents would not let him do
so. He did not want to be fettered by marriage but
his father insisted on getting him married. He
wanted to live for God, but his people chose to tie
him down to worldly things.

At last a day was fixed when the marriage
was to be celebrated. For Mool Shankar this was
a day oftrial. He said to himself, “Now or never.”
So he at once. made up his mind to leave home.
He did so without telling anybody. You can well
imagine how disappointed the father felt when
he discovered his son had gone.

To be continued......
With thanks By: "Makers of Arya Samaj”
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consented, so the young man set off.
The teacher liked the new pupil. He was so

without making any
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