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Makers of the Arya Samaj : Maharishi Dayanand Saraswati

Continue From Last issue

The Search for Truth

This was a very important moment in his life.
He was turning his back upon his home and
everything, but he d id not care about that. Nor
was he moved by the affections ofhis mother and
the love of his brothers and sisters. Landed
property had no attraction for him. Nor had the
wealth and comforts of this world any charm for
him. He gave up all these, because he wanted to
find the one, true God. This was now the goal of
his life.

This did not seem a very easy thing to do, but
Mool Shankar was not afraid of anything.
Difficulties could not make him give up his task,
nor could dangers frighten him. He was equally
prepared for hardships and suffering. So he
travelled on in search of his goal. Ifhe was afraid
of anything it was of being caught again.
Otherwise, he went on his way, cheerfully enduring
cold and hunger.

After some days he reached Baroda. There
he learnt that a big fair would be held on the
banks of the Narmada, where all the learned
pundits and scholars would be present. Always
eager to acquire knowledge he went there. For a
few days he stayed there, but without getting what
he wanted. Then he went on to another place.
There he met Swami Pumanand Parmhans from
whom he learnt some useful things.

At this very time he was initiated into sannyas
by Swami Purananand Saraswati. Then he came
to be known as Swami Dayanand Saraswati. This
new life of his had certain privileges. For
instance, as a Brahmchari he had to cook his
meals with his own hands and this meant much
waste of time. But as a sanyasi he could beg for
his food from others. The time saved in this way
he could devote to his studies. Swami Dayanand
was always very eager to learn. Wherever he went
he made the best use of his time. Most persons
he came across added something to his store of
knowledge and wisdom. He learnt yoga from one
and grammar from another. He was very much

...... He was very much interested in yoga or the
science of holding one’s breath, because it gives one
perfect control over one’s body and mind. During all
these journeys Swami Dayanand had only one object in
view. It was to find a guru who could teach him how to
overcome death and to find God. But he knew this was

not an easy thing to do. Still he persevered. Knowing |

that in the places sacred to the Hindus lived some holy
persons he went there. Yet nowhere could he find a
saint or a holy man. Thus he visited holy places like
Hardwar, Rishikesh, Rudra Pryag, and Gupt Kashi. But
nowhere did he come across a single person who could
settle his doubts.......

interested in yoga or the science of holding one’s
breath, because it gives one perfect control over
one’s body and mind. During all these journeys
Swami Dayanand had only one object in view. It
was to find a guru who could teach him how to
overcome death and to find God. But he knew this
was not an easy thing to do. Still he persevered.
Knowing that in the places sacred to the Hindus
lived some holy persons he went there. Yet
nowhere could he find a saint or a holy man.
Thus he visited holy places like Hardwar,
Rishikesh, Rudra Pryag, and Gupt Kashi. But
nowhere did he come across a single person who
could settle his doubts. However, he did not lose
heart, and still went on.

At last he set his face towards the Himalayas.
Their snow-clad peaks had a great deal of
attraction for him and he wanted to see them.
After many days’ journeying, he came to Ukhi
Math. It seemed to him like an oasis in the desert.
“Here,” he said to himself, “I will rest my tired
limbs.” So he stayed there for a few days.

The Mahant, or the head-priest, ofthe math
came to know him and felt very interested in him.
The young man was tall and stout, handsome and
well-built. He seemed to be learned andto possess
a lot of common sense. So the Mahant said to
himself, “l am now old and will not live very long.
Who will look after this math after me? Why
should | not ask this young man to become my
disciple and stay here? Surely he will be able to
manage this place after my death.”

So he sem for Swami Dayanand, and showed
to him every possible kindness and regard. Then
he said to.him, “Young man, why do you wander
from oneplace to another? Why don’t you live
here? If you do so, | will make you heir to this
gaddi. In this way you will inherit property worth
lacs of rupees.”

When Swami Dayanand heard this he laughed
and said, “You apparently do not know, sir, that |
do not care for wealth. If it had been my desire to
become rich, | should not have left my home. For
there | should have inherited lands and much
wealth. But | gave up al these things, for | have
set my heart upon a different thing. That is why |
am wandering from place to place.”

When the Mahant heart this he felt annoyed.

“What is this thing, young man, you are out
to seek?” he asked him. “Let me know all about it.
Surely it must be a big treasure, since you are
taking so much trouble.” “l want to find the one,
true God. | wish to know how to over- come the
fear of death. It is for these things that | care
most,” said Swami Dayanand.

To be continued......

With thanks By: "Makers of Arya Samaj”
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-\ Gurukula Kangri (Deemed to be University)
! Haridwar-249404 (Uttarakhand)

(NAAC Accredited 'A' Grade Deemed to be University u/s of UGC Act 1956)

VACANCIES
Adv. No. GKV/Estt.-11/01/2021
Applications are invited for appointment to the

Teaching (Assistant Professor/ Associate Professor/
Professor) and various Non-teaching posts in prescribed
format. The application is to be submitted along with
application fee of Rs. 800/- (Rs. 400/- for SC/ST/PWD)
for Non-teaching posts and Rs. 1200/- (Rs. 600/- for
SC/ST/PWD) for Teaching posts. Application form shall
be downloaded from the website www.gkv.ac.in and
filled in application form along with details of fee payment
and all required documents has to be sent to the
Registrar by registered/ speed post by 31 July 2021.

The minimum eligibility/pay level/ reservations/
general conditions/mode of payment of application fee
and other details are available on the University website.
For teaching posts in Self-Finance Scheme the payscale
shall be as per SFS rules 2020. Registrar

EHEN - 249404 (I ARHATS)
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