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Sharddhananda and Untouchability

Article by- Dr. Vivek Arya

ur country history is full of leaders

who are from dalit background and

have devoted their life for dalit

upliftment but we found rare
personalities like Swami Dayanand Saraswati
and Swami Sharddhananda ji who were not
from dalit background but worked for whole
life for dalit upliftment from the platform of
Aryasamaj. Swami Dayanand reputed work
Satyarth Prakash was first to declare equal
rights for lower castes, the right for
education, right for reciting Vedic mantras,
right for interdinning, right for marriage, right
to fetch water from common wells.
According to Swami Dayanand ji any caste or
Varna was purely based on characteristics not
on the basis of birth. Aryasamaj from its
beginning propagated this Vedic teaching of
Swami Dayanand.

Since his joining politics swami ji was
continuously motivating Indian national
congress to deal with the problem of
untouchability at national level with
extensive measures. In his chairman address
of Amritsar congress (1919) he strongly
expressed his feelings as “Is it not true that so
many among you who make the loudest
noises about the acquisition of political
rights, are not able to overcome their feeling
of revulsion for those sixty millions of India
who are suffering injustice, your brothers
whom you regard as untouchable ? How
many are there who take these wretched
brothers of theirs to their heart? give deep
thought and consider how your sixty million
brothers-broken fragments of your own hearts
which you have cut off and thrown away-
how these millions of children of mother

India can well become the anchor of the ship
of a foreign government. I make this one
appeal to all of you, brothers and sisters.

Purify your hearts with the water of the
love of the motherland in this national
temple, and promise that these millions will
not remain for you untouchables, but become
brothers and sisters. Their sons and daughters
will study in our schools, their men and
women will participate in our societies, in our
fight for independence they will stand
shoulder-to-shoulder with us, and all of us
will join hands to realize the fulfillment of
our national goal” Swami Ji difference with
Gandhi Ji increased with the passage of time
when he draw attention of the congress
towards the harassment of Christian chamars
by police in environs of Delhi who had
accepted Suddhi and returned back to
Hinduism by Aryasama;.

Books first seventy pages dealt with the
methods used by Christian missionaries in
India. Nearly half of the book was taken up by
translations from an article in the theosophist
about the nefarious activities of Portuguese
missionaries and the inquisition, followed by
an indictment of protestant missionary work, in
particular that of the Delhi Cambridge mission.
Thus nearly ninety percent of the pamphlet was
aimed at demonstrating missionaries had
always used unfair, immortal and underhand
mean. The last ten pages deled with
constructive point. Since the untouchables
were becoming Christians for other than
religious reasons, the way to prevent those
happenings was by educating their children, by
protecting them from the police, and by

helping them to achieve social uplift. -
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