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Makers of the Arya Samaj : Maharishi Dayanand Saraswati

Continue From Last issue

As soon as the guru ceased to beat him,
Swami Dayanand began to press his hands. He
then said in a most humble manner, “Most
reverend guru, | hope this has not hurt your hands.
My body has been hardened by years of penance,
and | am sure you must have felt it very irksome
to beat me. If! ever offend you again and you want
to punish me, you should not do it yourself. Ask
somebody else to do it for you and your hands
will not smart so with the pain.”

It is not known what Swami Virjanand said
at that time, but he must have been touched by
these words. It is said that Swami Dayanand bore
the scars of this punishment to the last day of his
life. He very often pointed to them withpride and
said, “It was my capacity to bear pain like this
that endeared me to my teacher.”

Swami Dayanand lived at Mathura for about
two years and a half. During this time he did his
best to please his guru. He did so by his hard
work, his capacity for service and his readiness
to obey his teacher at all times. But now the time
came when he had to leave, for he had finished
his studies. But before he did so, he had to present
some offering to his guru. That is known as Guru
Dakhshina, and is a very ancient custom.

It should be remembered that in days gone
by there were no schools and colleges in India,
as there are at present. Students read at
pathshalas where they paid no fees. But as soon
as a student completed his studies, he had to
take some kind of offering to his guru. It was often
a very paltry thing. It was valued not on account
of its price, but because it was a token of the
giver’s sincere gratitude and loving devotion.

Swami Dayanand had no money. It was not
possible for him to buy any expensive gift for his
guru. So he purchased a few cloves with the little
money he had saved on his food and other things.
With these he went to Swami Virjanand. Needless
to say he felt very sad that day.

He took the humble offerings and presented
them to the guru. The guru was sad at losing this
obedient and intelligent pupil. He said to him, “I
bless you with all my heart and pray to God to
grant you a long life. May you live to do good to
your country and mankind.” Encouraged by these
words Swami Dayanand presented him the
offering, but the guru refused. “l do not want them,”
said he. “They are of no use to me.”

..... This is the Guru Dakhshina that | demand of
you. The world knows nothing about the Vedas, which
are a treasure-house of divine knowledge; you must go
all over the country and preach their message to the
people. You know that India is full of darkness and
ignorance; you must show its people the light of
knowledge. The Hindus do not worship the one, true
God, but innumerable gods and goddesses. Tell them

how wrong it is. Toady Indians follow a large number of || /

religions; you should persuade them to follow the religion
preached in the Vedas. Try to abolish all evil customs
and teach people the blessings of Brahmcharya or
celibacy. The Aryans are in a very miserable plight. Go
forth and reform them........

Swami Dayanand felt puzzled at this and said,
“What can | do, sir, to please you? | wish | could
have brought something else. But, as you know, |
am too poor; | could not afford anything else. Still
I am at your service. | will do anything you want.”

“l do not want the gift you have brought,”
said Swami Virjanand,

“but 1 want something else from you. It is
something you already have and can part with
very easily.”

“l do not know what you mean, sir,” said
Swami Dayanand. “What else have | with me?
Whatever | have is yours.”

“If that is the case,” said Swami Virjanand,
“I want you to devote your life to the service of
mankind. This is the Guru Dakhshina that |
demand of you. The world knows nothing about
the Vedas, which are a treasure-house of divine
knowledge; you must go all over the country and
preach their message to the people. You know
that India is full of darkness and ignorance; you
must show its people the light of knowledge. The
Hindus do not worship the one, true God, but
innumerable gods and goddesses. Tell them how
wrong it is. Toady Indians follow a large number
of religions; you should persuade them to follow
the religion preached in the Vedas. Try to abolish

all evil customs and @
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you. You should realize that other gifts cannot
please me in any way.”

“I'will gladly do as you wish, sir,” said Swami
Dayanand. “But it is not as easy as you think,”
said Swami Virjanand. “If you want to do these
things you must learn to live for others and not
for yourself. You must be ready to face troubles
and disappointments, sorrows and failures. You
must promise me that you will never deviate from
your path.”

“It shall be as you wish,” said Swami
Dayanand. “l will dedicate my whole life to
theservice of mankind. Please give me your
blessing so that | may succeed in.my mission. 1
cannot thank you enough for all that you have
done for me. You have really made a man of me.”

“God be with you,” said Swami Virjanand.
And so the guru and the pupil parted.

To be continued......
With thanks By: "Makers of Arya Samaj”
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