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Makers of the Arya Samayj

Continue From Last issue
At Hardwar

Swami Dayanand was now thirty-nine years
of age. By now his heart burnt with the desire to
serve his countrymen and to spread the message
of the Vedas everywhere. To do so he visited such
places as Agra, Jaipur and Ajmer. Wherever he
went he delivered lectures and held debates, but
they did not seem to produce much effect.

Two years passed away in this manner. Then
Swami Dayanand learnt about a big fair that was
to be held at Hardwar. It is known as the Kumbh
Fair, and is held once in twelve years. “Here is an
opportunity for me.” said Swami Dayanand to
himself. “l must go to Hardwar and expound my
views. Such opportunities do not come very often,
so I should not miss it.” With this in view he went
to Hardwar.

He saw many thousands of people there. All
these thought that a mere bath in the Ganges was
enough to carry them to heaven. Swami Dayanand
felt great pity for them because of their misplaced
piety and ignorance. He also saw many sadhus
there. They were of all sorts and professed
different faiths. Some ofthem were known as
Vairagis, that is people who had given up
everything. Some were Udasis, people who were
indifferent to everything in this world. Some were
Nagas, that is, people who went about naked,
showing that they did not wish to possess even
so much as a piece ofloincloth. Others were
Nirmalas, or the people who had purged
themselves of everything evil and impure. All these
had given up the world.

They had all come there to attain salvation.
They thought that the water of the Ganges was
sacred and that a bath in it would rid a man of
all his sins. So they quarrelled with one another
as to who should have the privi lege of entering
the Ganges first. The Vairagis said, “We are the
followers of Ram a, and Rama is the greatest ofall
the gods; we will, therefore, go in first.”

The Nagas said, “We will go in first, as we
are the most self sacrificing of all the sadhus.
We do not even put on a piece of cloth.” Thus
there was a lot of wrangling among them.

So much for the sadhus. Men ofthe world
were equally bad. They also quarrelled with one
another for trying to have the privilege of bathing
first in the river. In this way many persons were
drowned or met with some other kind of death,

..... This is the Guru Dakhshina that | demand of
you. The world knows nothing about the Vedas, which

are a treasure-house of divine knowledge; you must go | -
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all over the country and preach their message to the | _

people. You know that India is full of darkness and |.

ignorance; you must show its people the light of
knowledge. The Hindus do not worship the one, true
God, but innumerable gods and goddesses. Tell them

how wrong it is. Toady Indians follow a large number of |
religions; you should persuade them to follow the religion |~ =

preached in the Vedas. Try to abolish all evil customs
and teach people the blessings of Brahmcharya or

celibacy. The Aryans are in a very miserable plight. Go |z : f48 27 % :
forth and reform them.......

but they did not mind. On the other hand, they
thought that a death ofthis kind was a direct road
to heaven. Swami Dayanand felt depressed at all
this. Wherever he cast his eyes around, he saw
ignorance and superstition. What was he to do
under such circumstances? After thinking for a
long time he pitched his camp on the road which
leads from Hardwar to Rishi Kesh. There he
unfurled his flag. It was a flag of revolt and was
described as “The flag for the Demolition of
Superstition and fraud.” This described Swami
Dayanand’s attitude correctly. He was out to
destroy all the superstitions ofthe past. But his
message was not merely negative and destructive;
it was also positive and constructive.

“Why do you Indians waste your life in idol
worship?” he asked. “Worship the one, true God,
who has created us all and looks after us all. You
will not gain anything by worshipping your gods
and goddesses. These things are against the
injunctions of the Vedas. You should not imagine
that a mere dip in the Ganges can take you to
heaven. What determines a man’s fate is his
actions. ‘As you sow, so shall you reap. Ifit were
possible to attain salvation by a mere dip in the
Ganges, the fish and the frogs that live in it would
long ago have attained it. | exhort you not to be
misled by these things. Follow the Vedic religion
and you will be worthy of your forefathers.”

Such words of truth stirred every body. But
though many went to hear Swami Dayanad, none
cared to act up to his advice. This made him sad.
He felt the truth and force of Swami Virjanand ‘s
remarks that the people ofIndia were sunk in
ignorance and had forgotten the real object
oftheir life.

But Swami Dayanand was not one of those
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he was not yet equal to his great task. He must
practise more aust erities in order to fit himself
better for the task. So he once again left Hardwar
and went to the forests. But before he did so, he
sent a sovereign, some muslim and a copy of his
commentary on the Vedas to Swami Virjanand as
a humble gift. For himselfhe put off all his clothes
and gave up whatever else he had. Then he took a
vow of silence, because instead oftalking he
wanted to think over the great problems. He also
wanted to learn to bear hunger and cold and have
the fewest possible needs.

Swami ji underwent this penance for two
years. Those days in his life were very hard. He
wore no clothes on his body excepting a loincloth.
He spent all his time on the snowy peaks of the
hills or on the far-off banks ofthe Ganges. He had
nothing but the roots and herbs ofthe forest to
eat. He spent all his time usefully, meditating on
God, and thinking about the problems that faced
him. It was this selfdiscipline that stood him in
great stead afterwards and gave him his great
hold on the people.

Swami Dayanand had very strictly kept his
vow of silence all this time, but one day he could
not help breaking it. It happened like this. He was
sitting all along in a quiet spot when a man went
up to him and said, “The Bhagwat Puran is far
better than the Vedas.” As soon as Swami
Dayanand heard it, he felt it his duty to contradict
him. So he broke his vow and began to discuss
the matter with him.

To be continued......

With thanks By: "Makers of Arya Samaj”
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