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.....This is the Guru Dakhshina that I demand of
you. The world knows nothing about the Vedas, which
are a treasure-house of divine knowledge; you must go
all over the country and preach their message to the
people. You know that India is full of darkness and
ignorance; you must show its people the light of
knowledge. The Hindus do not worship the one, true
God, but innumerable gods and goddesses. Tell them
how wrong it is. Toady Indians follow a large number of
religions; you should persuade them to follow the religion
preached in the Vedas. Try to abolish all evil customs
and teach people the blessings of Brahmcharya or
celibacy. The Aryans are in a very miserable plight. Go
forth and reform them.......

Tour in the U.P.
 After this he set out on his travels and began

to explain the nature of his mission. Wherever
he went he said, “The water of the Ganges can
make our body clean, but it cannot make our mind
pure. God is everywhere and it is useless to
worship idols. As a man sows, so does he reap.
Man should, therefore, try to do good and noble
deeds.”

These noble words of Swami Dayanand were
liked by some and were disliked by others. The
Brahmins particularly took strong objection to
them. One of them, Pandit Hara Ballabh of
Karnwas, came forward and challenged Swami
Dayanand to argue the matter out with him. The
Swami was always glad to do this; and the
discussion which was carried on in Sanskrit
lasted for a week. But Swami ji won the day and
the Pandit found that he could not prove his point.
The discussion, however, led to a very interesting
development. The Pandit had brought with him
his idols and had boasted that he would make
Swami Dayanand bow before them. But at the end
of the discussion he himself admitted the futility
of idol-worship and threw all the idols into the
river.

This action of the Pandit was very much
criticized by everybody. It was particularly
objected to by Rao Karan Singh, of that place. His
eyes were red with anger as he went up to Swami
ji and spoke insulting words to him.

But Swami Dayanand remained as calm as
ever. This further added to the Rao’s sense of injury
at what had already been done. So he stormed
and raged all the more. At this the Swami said, “I
am a sanyasi and I do not want to fight anybody.
If you want to fight, you will find in the Rajas of
Jaipur and Jodhpur your match. You should go to

them and not come to me for this purpose. One
thing I can do for you, however, and that is to tell
you something about religion. If that is what you
want you can sit down and listen to me.”

Rao Karan Singh’s fury knew no bounds. He
could hardly control himself. He drew his sword
from its scabbard and made for the Swami. But
Swami Dayanand was prepared for this. As soon
as Karan Singh came forward, Swamiji snatched
the sword away from his hands.

Then he broke it into two pieces and said,
“Please go home and do not think about it any
more. I am a sanyasi and it is not my business to
fight or to take revenge upon anybody. It is my
duty only to endure and to forgive.”

Then Karan Singh left the place apparently
ashamed of himself. But he planned secretly some
kind of revenge on Swami Dayanand. He got hold
of some roughs, whom he bribed to murder Swami
Dayanand. These desperadoes went to take
Swami Dayanand’s life but they dare not. No
sooner did they see him than their hearts failed.
“How can we kill this man who is so holy and
godly?” they said to one another. So they went
back without doing him any harm.
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After this Swami Dayanand visited many
places, such as Farukhabad and Kanpur. In the
month of October, 1876, he went to Benares. There
a very important debate was held between Swami
ji on one side and the Brahmins on the other. It is
said the opponents of Swamiji numbered several
thousands and included, amongst others, the
Maharaja ofBenares. Swamij i put his case very
well and convinced the Pandits. When they found
their arguments were of no avail they began to
insult Swamiji. But he remained very cool and
calm. The result was that many Brahmins, his
opponents only a few minutes before, came to be
convinced ofthe truth of his case. This was no
mean achievement, for Benares is the stronghold
of orthodoxy. Yet Swamiji succeeded in making
an impression even there.
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