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Makers of the Arya Samaj : Maharishi Dayanand Saraswati

Continue From Last issue

In The Punjab and The U.P.

Swami Dayanand then paid a visit to the
Punjab. He visited every important town in this
province and delivered lectures there. People
flocked to his lectures. Wherever he went he
produced a very good impression. After sometime
he established an Arya Samaj at Lahore. Many
educated personsjoined theArya Samaj and
became its great supporters.

Though Swami Dayanand was treated by
most people with respect there were some who
tried to rob him of his good name. At Amritsar,
during one of his lectures, some people tried to

you. The world knows nothing about the Vedas, which
are a treasure-house of divine knowledge; you must go
all over the country and preach their message to the
people. You know that India is full of darkness and

ignorance; you must show its people the light of

knowledge. The Hindus do not worship the one, true
God, but innumerable gods and goddesses. Tell them

how wrong it is. Toady Indians follow a large number of

religions; you should persuade them to follow the religion
preached in the Vedas. Try to abolish all evil customs

and teach people the blessings of Brahmcharya or | |

celibacy. The Aryans are in a very miserable plight. Go
forth and reform them........

This is the Guru Dakhshina that | demand of

create a disturbance. They even abused him
loudly. A few went so far as to throw stones and
brickbats at him. But Swami Dayanand did not
mind these insults. He only said, “Those who throw
stones at me today will one day shower flowers
on me. Ifl am abused now by some | do not mind,
because | know these very people will hold me in
high esteem some day."

Swami Dayanand was not afraid of anything.
He never hesitated to speak the truth. He was,
above all, a great lover of the Vedic religion and
tried to defend it at all costs. At Amritsar, it is
said, the Cornmissioner, who was a Christian
methim and began to speak ill of the Vedic
religion. He said that it was as frail as a piece of
cotton. But Swamiji thenreplied, “This is not so.
It is as strong as an anchor of steel."

Swami Dayanand visited many places in the
Punjab such as Gurdaspur, Jalandhar, Ferozepur,
Rawalpindi, Jhelum, Gujrat, Gujranwala, Multan
and Wazirabad. At Jalandhar a very interesting
thing happened. S. Bikram Singh was a rich and
respectable citizen of that place. He often came
to listen to Swami Dayanand's discourses. One
of these discourses was on Brahmcharya, in
which Swami Dayanand dwelt on its advantages.
In it he said, “Brahmcharya works wonders. It
prolongs a man's life. It fortifies one's character.
It enables a man to hold fast to his convictions
even at the cost of his life." After listening to all
this the Sardar said, “How can you prove all this?"
Swami Dayanand said, “One of these days you

will see for yoursel£"

The Sardarwas in the habit of driving in his
coach every evening. Swami Dayanand knew this
and followed him quietly one evening. The Sardar
had not gone very far, when he found that the
horses refused to move any further. The coachman
did his very best, but the coach did not move. The
horses exerted themselves, but it was of no avail.
This went on for some time till the Sardar lost all
patience. It seemed to him as if somebody was
holding the coach back from behind. When the
Sardar looked behind he found that Swami
Dayanand was there, holding the back wheel with
nothing but his naked hands. When he Sardar
saw this, his surprise knew no bounds. At once
he real ized what a fine proof Swami Dayanand
had given of the power of Brahmcharya.

Swami Dayanand went to Wazirabad, where
he delivered many lectures. One day while he was
making a speech some evil-minded person flung
a stone at him. This struck his forehead and hurt
him very badly. Blood began to flow, but he quietly
wiped it off with a piece of cloth and went on
with his speech. This self-possession of Swami
Dayanand impressed people very much and hey
all admired him for it. It was no wonder that
afterwards the Punjab became the biggest centre
of Swami Dayanand's work.

The United Provinces of Agra and Oudh had
a great attraction for Swami Dayanand. The
people of that province were his great admirers
and loved to have him in their midst. So they sent
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many invitations to him
to come there. In the
end, he obliged them by
visiting their province.
First he went to Roorkee
where his lectures were
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attended not only by Indians but also by
Europeans, including the Commander-in-Chief.
Then he visited Aligarh, Ajmer, Meerut and other
places. Wherever he went hundreds of people
listened to his lectures.

In 1878 Swami Dayanand again went to
Hardwar where the Kumbh fair was being held.
But there was a great difference between the
Swami Dayanand of that day and the one of an
earlier day. Years before he had gone there
without friends or followers, and his message
was heard by few. But now Swami Dayanand was
a well-known person. People now regarded him
as a fearless advocate of truth, and a lover of the
Vedas. He had a warm reception.

On his arrival he met an eighty-year-old
sannyasi name Anand Ghan. He had a large
number of disciples with him and went to attend
Swami's lecture. On hearing the lecture he felt
drawn towards the Swami on account of his great
learning and purity. So he became one of the
Swami's disciples, and received the following
beautiful piece of advice. “God is everywhere. He
is ail-powerful and knows every-thing. We should
worship Him only and no one else. Real peace of
mind can be attained only when one follows the
Vedic religion."

So great was the reputation of Swami
Dayanand as speaker and saint that he was in
demand everywhere. He was, therefore, asked to
visit Dehradun, Saharnpur, Meerut, Muradabad,
Bareilly, Farukhabad, Patna and Mirzapur. He
even went to Benares once again. While he was
there he had another discussion with the Pandits.

To be continued......
With thanks By: "Makers of Arya Samaj”
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