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VARNA-ASHRAMAS MAKE US IDEAL

Vedic Culture is known as the culture
of Four Varnas and Four Ashramas. The
Four Varnas were designed to make an
ideal society, and the Four Ashramas to
make ideal individuals, both men and
women. The Varnas were not fixed on
the principle of birth, and the Ashramas
not on simple arithmetic figures. Rather
the Varnas were in accordance with the
qualities and choices of individuals, and
the Ashramas changing at the time of
one achievement and then another.

The critics wrongly level the charge of
hereditary fixation of varnas in Vedic
Culture.  Although most of the
communities, like  Christians and
Muslims are so only on the basis of
birth, and even the Buddhists, Jains and
Sikhs, who had first emerged
ideologically, became closed
communities later on, the Varna System
IS not a hereditary system.

Basically, all VVarnas have to perform
their specific duties and responsibilities,
as defined in the scriptures. As it is
evident that the varnas are four, namely,

Y Fifed
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Brahmins, Kshatriyas, Vaishyas and
Shudras, their specefic duties are
following.

STEITGTHEYTT Joi- Jror- aoir/
g7 AIG9E 97 SR ETIT | /|

(Manusmriti: 1.88)

[The Brahmins have six duties—to

study Vedas, to teach Vedas, to practice

Havan for self, to perform Havan for

others, to give donation, and to accept

donation.]

The Brahmins are not to serve in lieu
of money. They have just to think, teach,
preach and advise for free, and not to
demand any money or property. The
entire society, in turn, will take care of
their families. This was an ideal system
under which the national society used to
receive valuable and precious thoughts
for handfuls of money and simple
commodities.

AT T FTAAIISETTTHT T/
fvdaafrea &I Garad: | |
(Manusmriti: 1.89)
[The Kshatriyas have five duties—to
protect the subjects from external and



internal attacts, to give donation, to
perform daily havan, to study Vedas,
and always to remain free from sensual
indulgence.]

In other words, the warrior class of
Kshatriyas would give its life at each
and every occasion to protect the
subjects and thus assuring them all to do
their business fearlessly. In modern
times, all nations have their warrior
classes to call them military or police.
The Vedic Society used to call them
Kshatriyas.

T V&Y TSI THT T |
arrFTel ZHie g 39T FIAT T/ /

(Manusmriti: 1.90)
[The Vaishyas have seven duties—to
rear the cattle, to give donations, to
perform daily havan, to study Vedas, to
deal in all trades, to give debts, and to
do agriculture.]

The Business Class has many a thing to
do for the prosperity of a nation. India
had earliar been called ‘the golden bird’
by foreigners. This proves that its men
of agriculture, animal husbandry and
trade had delivered the goods to their
best. However, this class exists in all
countries. In Vedic System, it is called
the Vaishya Varna.

VAT § T TY: B G
TATHT T JLITETGIT | |

Y Fifed

(Manusmriti: 1.91)
[The Shudras have only one duty to
perform, and this is to serve all other
varnas bonafidely.]

The special features of the Varna
System have been as follows. First, the
Brahmins had to live a life of great
austerity. They had no option to
compromise with knowledge or chastity.
They enjoyed highest respect with most
austerity and least belonging. Secondly,
the Kshatriyas’ life was under the nation
and not under their family. Even if they
were the kings, they were second in
respect after the Brahmins. Thirdly, the
Vaishyas needed not surrender their
lives or belongings. However, even if
most moneyed, they were third in
respect after the men of knowledge and
power.

Fourthly, the Fourth Varna was least
bothered. However, with the passage of
centuries and entrance of foreigners,
they were treated as untouchables,
averse to the original constitution. This
stigma continues to exist more or less on
our society even today. Fifthly, as a
system the Varna System worked for the
optimum benefit of society. Persons of
every expertise were available in
sufficient number, and all faculties
flourished simultaneously and not at
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cach others’ cost.
Vedic Culture understands that life is a
continuous journey, which neither ends
after a hundred years, nor a good or bad
deed passes unaccounted. The Four
Ashramas,  namely, = Brahmcharya,
Grihastha, Vanaprastha and Samnyasa
were designed to transform individuals
into ldeal Persons, men and women.
FETFIEH GEr T& 9 T&1 qcar a4 9ag
g qear gaog//

(Shatapath Brahmana)
[After Brahmcharya enter into Family
Life, thence into Vanaprastha and finally
into Samnyasa.]

This four-step ladder system is prevalent
in many countries and many societies.
People free from conjugal behaviour and
free from earning money can be noticed
in @ number of countries. But the Vedic
Ashrama System is something unique,
of which the salient features are as
follows.

First, the Brahmcharya Ashrama is
not merely physical. It is a pious
discipline of body, mind and soul. The
Boys have to restrain themselves for at
least upto the age of 25 and the girls
upto 16, without a fault. Simultaneously,
they have to learn the scriptures, i. e., all
the four or three or two or only one
Veda.

Secondly, then a similar boy can
marry a similar girl. Their marriage is a
one-to-one relationship, permanent and

Y Fifed

unbreakable. The couple would perform
daily sandhya, havan and other duties of
their Varna without fail. They would
rear their children according to the
Vedic discipline.

Thirdly, a Vanaprasthin would have
no relation with any person except his
wife, and that too not conjugal.
Fourthly, the Samnyasin would be free
from all relations, save God. He would
meditate on God, and reform the society.

Thus Ashramas were designed for the
vertical and Varnas for our horizontal
accomplishment. If you remove two
bricks, the whole building would lose
perfectness. Hence are Varnas and
Ashramas, the two bricks in the building
of Vedic Culture. Save two bricks and
the Ideal Building will take care of
itself.

ARG o TIH Ule — AAMIUG U
AP AR Teloh oATAHT TR
STd 40 TLAT obI TLAHTAAT ZHTHT
www.vedyog.net website = online
test ob %0 H SUAST & | 8H feoal
OaA STOIGIT @Il ATSIH A U @
b & | FHH 83 KA ob SO g 4
foson oo o0 21 fSTod Smaehr Fer
faohed bl Falall 2 | URIBT o HATRIHA
A BH SIS ARG & AG(IA T
bl forerfcr obT STTobolal obw UT |
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T FH  TE EEwTHT qEdAr &@F/
T IS ga~1d T FEORIl: /
— Jgdq 99 * &7
FIY — SFIAver: | caar — 3./
g — frgg ol g%/

gt 3gqic — O adorable Lord, may you
make him prosper in Whose house we perform
sacrifice. May the bounties of Nature bless him
with comforts, and so may this Lord of
knowledge.

aef — d™, P AR A gfgaHRi H
B ATl YURTIYT 3RS A F¥ - (
o) SR 9§ Wfagel AT exa €
TS @1 IR & STRTRMd AR
TR (3T FY UMK ) STTRIeER
T (T8 HEA] [ FAr]) H A=
T ofedTfcAd @ H B9 Ed
G, IMARID AR GRehRe Afegm
ga — AUl B YA Isipus H Bl <d T,
3rIf TSR ISR & 0 § S 1T B
2| S TEER I9HH IR 96 gRAR Sl
B Y, e, I AR g e B gfe A
IS g9 | Wae! uRar |t
AT BT dTel Sl IS Bl |
IR fdgq Wvg F9-FH, SUNAT 3R
fosm fowe doameRl ey < S9
SHIRTIV IS BT adT g fage (fagra
g qar) O SUSIHT U aRi g, R S
PT IMRUfT FRIVRUfT  (SEorfaselon: arar ar
Jeiffdr @) URAvR SS9 IoFE @l
AYSIAETRY H IH Wal I WX & & |
frafia sifaferrs, efafyr gl @ gmiucys
Ul UROT SR SAT W FY—Has GAT D
oIRh H AORS He— T 3 |

%%%@%ﬂ

~3F
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Slo ARIBIA 3=
DA
gfes IE JFd agT IR/
SHIBHY TEITT YO8 T e FET /[
— GHIT — V€T
F1Y: — FHERT: TaT | dga — FH/
o — g8/

&4l 3gare — While the resplendent Lord,
the possessor of  riches, punishes the
offenders of divine law and order, He turns
them out Dbeyond the pale of noble
assembly. May we, by the grace of Lord,
carry forward to success our benevolent
projects undertaken to serve the society.

gef — 3 WRAYGdAE N (W™ @y
SEPRRY)  FR! A

B &, A | S UeR 9 o H S
el IR WchHe  Afth  WRiEdHRoN
|qERIl, gURE  AeAl IR AR
afafdl & fid usf R E geR YRER
Bl ¥ T gA S 9 & FHoaroned
dchlel 99T 9§ Ued PR &l | = vgaie !
JAY ggqg: weie © b R o/ srd
H € B9 IMAYAl & U S Al UTeld 9 UIve
el gi— §9els 8, SS9 8 Y —
e 32 FHSIAR  IARAIYdd FATH H die
< R W AgEM, AfgER AR @RI
GIHR &, S© HI B9 AMUYDI B & [ AH
Ul § peagde feR § ) 7 w9 g
I8 YTl gt g |
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