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Makers of the Arya Samayj

Continue From Last issue
Some people do not care for wealth but seek

after fame. But Swami Dayanand did not care even
forthis. When theArya Samaj was established at
Lahore, its members requested him to permit
them to call him their guru. But he did not approve
of this. How could he was, indeed, free from all
selfishness and wished to work only for God. He
said, “God is the guru of us all. What will you
call Him if you call me your guru? Please
remember that | am born to put an end to this
kind of thing. How can | myself approve of it?"

There is another story which shows the same
thing. There once lived a poet named Shyam Dass,
who was a great admirer of Swami Dayanand.
One day he said to him, “You have done much for
human beings, for which the Hindus in particular
are very grateful to you. | think, out of our
gratitude to you, we should build some memorial
to your name." To this Swami Dayanand replied,
“I do not want any thing of the kind. | do not wish
to be remembered. | would sooner be forgotten.
After my death | should prefer that my ashes be
scattered over some field to be used as manure."

Swami Dayanand had the greatest regard for
womanhood. Once he was taking a walk near
Chiltaur in the company of his friends and
admirers. He had not gone very far when he saw
a temple. In front of it he saw many children
playing, a sight which always pleased him very
much. It is said that on that occasion he folded
his hands and bowed to them. A Brahmin who
was observing all this felt very pleased at it. He
had not gone very far when he said, “You try your
best to discredit idol-worship but you cannot. |
was so pleased to see that you bowed before the
idol in that temple." As soon as Swami Dayanand
heard it he laughed and said, “It is wonderful
how you have misunder stood me." Then he
pointed to a girl about five years old, who was
playing with the children.

“Do you see that little girl?" he asked.

“Yes, | do," said the Brahmin.

“Itis to her | bowed," said Swami Dayanand.
“She represents motherhood, which has created
us all. Don't you think she deserves our respect?"
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..... Swami Dayanand delivered another lecture
at which the Commissioner was also present.
During it Swami Dayanand said, “It is not an easy
thing to speak the truth in this world. When | say
something that | feel to be true, people get
annoyed with me. One man comes and says that
the Collector feels annoyed at my remarks.
Another comes forward and says the
Commissioner feels offended with me. A third
man comes to me and says that the Governor will
prosecute me for what | have been saying. But |
wish to say only one thing to these people. | will
speak the truth, at all costs. | do not care who
feelsannoyed with it. | would do so even if any
emperor were to feel offended with me. There is
no greater sin than this, that a person should

conceal from the world the truth as he sees it......

“Yes, that is so," said the Brahmin, “l am sorry
that | misunderstood you."

“There is no question of misunderstanding,"
said Swami Dayanand. “We must all honour
women. It is they who build up nations."

Swami Dayanand was the kindest of persons.
He was kind not only on men but also to beasts.
Once he found a bullock-cart stuck in the mud on
the road. The driver tried his utmost to urge the
bullocks on, but they could not move forward.
The driver whipped them again and again, but all
in vain. The oxen tried their best and strained
hard, but the cart did not move. When Swamij i
saw this he felt much pity for them. He walked
straight into the mud. First he unhamessed the
oxen and then he himself dragged the cart out of
the mud. In this way, he came to the rescue of the
oxen.

Sometimes it is thought that Swami
Dayanand was a great enemy of the
Mohammadans and the Christians, but it is wrong
to think like this. Swami Dayanand was a very
good and noble person. He was liked equally by
the Hindus, the Mohammadans and the
Christians. It has already been pointed out that
he had a large number of Mohammadan admirers,
a fact which shows that he taught even the
mohammadans to trust him. But he was trusted
not only by ordinary Mohammadans. Great
Mohammadans like Sir Sayyad ahmed also had
a great regard for him, and were always pleased
to listen to him. Even when Swami Dayanand came
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to Lahore, he found lodgings in the bungalow of
a Mohammadan. On his death many
Mohammadans felt sorry. They even wrote
articles expressing grief at his death. They all
said, “It is really the misfortune ofindia that
Swamiji has met with such an early death. Ifhe
had lived longer he would have done a lot of
good to this country."

The same was the case with the Christians.
As soon as Col. Olcott learnt about his death he
called a meeting of condolence. At it he made a
vigorous speech in praise of Swami Dayanand.

Swami Dayanand had a fine sense of humour.
Many a time this proved helpful to him. He used
to say that it does one good to laugh sometimes.
But Swamiji Dayanand not only laughed himself,
he also made others laugh. He said once, “One
who can laugh is always good-natured, and
cannot be capable of much evil. On the other
hand, a man who seldom laughs is bound to be
an evil-minded person." Here are some stories
which show Swami Dayanand's sense of humor.

To be continued......
With thanks By: "Makers of Arya Samaj”
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