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Makers of the Arya Samaj : Maharishi Dayanand Saraswati

Continue From Last issue

He even gave him a copy of the agreement
which had been drawn up. Swami Dayanand tore
it into pieces and said, “Go away. | will not take
any action against you. But remember it is a sin
to make an attempt on anybody's life. You should
never be a party to a thing of this kind."

There is another incident which shows
Swami Dayanand's generosity and spirit of
forgiveness. Once Swami Dayanand was at
Allahabad where he was held in very high respect
by very eminent citizens. One of his great
admirers was Sir Sunder Lal, who was a judge of

..... Swami Dayanand delivered another lecture
at which the Commissioner was also present.
During it Swami Dayanand said, “It is not an easy
thing to speak the truth in this world. When | say
something that | feel to be true, people get
annoyed with me. One man comes and says that
the Collector feels annoyed at my remarks.
Another comes forward and says the
Commissioner feels offended with me. A third
man comes to me and says that the Governor will
prosecute me for what | have been saying. But |
wish to say only one thing to these people. | will
speak the truth, at all costs. | do not care who
feelsannoyed with it. | would do so even if any
emperor were to feel offended with me. There is
no greater sin than this, that a person should
conceal from the world the truth as he sees it......

the Allahabad High Court. He went to see Swami
Dayanand one morning but found him saying his
prayers. He waited until Swami Dayanand had
finished his prayers. He then had a talk with
Swami Dayanand. After some time Sir Sunder Lal
wanted to go away, but Swami Dayanand asked
him to stay. He said he would show him
something interesting very soon.

Only a few minutes had passed, when a
Brahmin came in. He seemed to be very pious
and humble, and touched Swami Dayanand's feet
as soon as he came. In his hands he had a basket
of sweets which he offered to Swamiji. Swami
Dayanand accepted this present with thanks. He
then took a piece of sweet from the basket and
asked the ‘Brahmin to eat it, but he would not.
Swami Dayanand pressed him again and again,
but he still refused. Sir Sunder Lal then took a
piece from the basket and threw it to a dog. No
sooner did the dog eat it, than it began to writhe
with pain. In a short time it died.

Sir Sunder Lal and his friends realized that
the man had wanted to poison Swami Dayanand.
They thought it proper, therefore, that he should
be handed over to the police. “He must be brought
tojustice," they said. But Swami Dayanand would
not allow them to do so. He forbade them to take
any such steps. He just sent the Brahmin away
after giving him a few words of advice.

Swami Dayanand was a great lover of truth.
Nothing on earth could tempt him to tell a lie. He
was always prepared to speak the truth and say
what he felt. None could stop him from this
because he was not afraid of anybody.

Once when he was in Bareilly he delivered a
very fine lecture. This was attended not only by

Indians but also by Englishmen. They included
officials and priests as well as the Commissioner
of the division. During his lecture Swami
Dayanand criticized Christianity, a thing which
was not liked by the Christians present. The
Commissioner was especially annoyed. He
wanted to convey to Swami Dayanand that such
criticism was uncalled for, but he did not know
how to do it.

Soon he found a way. He sent for L. Lakshmi
Narain, the Official Treasurer, at whose bungalow
Swami Dayanand was staying. He asked him to
tell Swami Dayanand that he should not be so
hard in his criticism of other religions. The
gentleman promised to tell everything to the
Swami. The very next day he went to see Swami
Dayanand. On the way to the bungalow he kept
repeating to himself what he wanted to say to
Swamiji. But when he was face to face with him,
he could not utter even a single word. But Swami
Dayanand encouraged him to speak out his mind.
It was hen with great difficulty that he uttered a
few words. Swami Dayanand, however,
understood what he had meant to say.

Next day Swami Dayanand delivered another
lecture at which the Commissioner was also
present. During it Swami Dayanand said, “It is
not an easy thing to speak the truth in this world.
When | say something that | feel to be true, people
get annoyed with me. One man comes and says
that the Collector feels annoyed at my remarks.
Another comes forward and says the
Commissioner feels offended with me. A third man
comes to me and says that the Governor will
prosecute me for what | have been saying. But |

wish to say only one thing to these people. | will
speak the truth, at all costs. | do not care who
feelsannoyed with it. | would do so even if any
emperor were to feel offended with me. There is
no greater sin than this, that a person should
conceal from the world the truth as he sees it."

Swami Dayanand was once at Udaipur. There
he was a guest of the Maharaja, who treated him
with the utmost respect. One day in the course
ofa talk he said to Swami Dayanand, “Sir, in my
State | have a big temple of Shiva. This has an
estate of several lacs attached to it. If you care, |
can appoint you its Mahant. But there is one
condition; and it is this, that you will have to
support idol-worship." As soon as Swami
Dayanand heard it, he felt sorry for the king.
“Alas! You misunderstand me," he said. “Do you
think | care for wealth or power?

For me none of these things has any charm.
| will do and say what my God bids; and | think it
is His command that | should speak against idol-
worship. Am |, therefore, not justified in obeying
Him rather than you?" On hearing this, the king
kept silent. He did not dare afterwards speak a
word about it to him. He felt that day that Swami
Dayanand loved truth greatly and would not
sacrifice it for anything in the world.

To be continued......
With thanks By: "Makers of Arya Samaj”
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