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Open Letters to Sir Syed Ahmed Khan

Article by- Lala Lajpat Rai- 1888

ould you excuse me if [ encroach

upon your valuable time for a short

while? Before I address you on the

subject matter of discussion I think it
advisable to state for your information that I
have been a constant reader and admirer of
your writings. From childhood, I was taught
to respect the opinions and the teachings of
the white-bearded Syed of Aligarh. Your
Social Reformer was constantly read to me
by my fond father, who looked upon you as
no less than a prophet of the nineteenth
century. Your writings in the. Aligarh
Institute Gazette and your speeches in
Council and other public meetings, were
constantly studied by me and preserved as a
sacred trust by my revered parent.

It was thus that [ came to know that you
once approved of the contents of John Stuart
Mill's book on "Liberty," and it was thus that
I came to know that the present Chief Justice
of Hyderabad, a staunch opponent of the
National Movement, once translated Jeremy
Bentham's book on "Utility" for the readers
of your Social Reformer. Is it strange then
that I have been astonished to read what you
now speak and write about the "National
Congress"?Any person, in my circumstances,
would shout out. Times have changed; and
with them, convictions! Flattery and official
cajoleries have blinded the eyes of the most
far-seeing; cowardice has depressed the souls
of the foremost of seekers after truth, and
high-sounding titles and the favours of
worldly governors have extinguished the fire
of truth burning in many a noble heart. Is it
not a sad spectacle to the men whose days
are numbered, whose feet are almost in the

grave, trying to root out all the trees planted
with their own hands!Under these
circumstances, Syed Sahib, it is, surely, not
strange if I ask what has been true cause of
this lamentable change in you. Old age and
exhaustion of faculties may, perhaps, have
some share in causing you to forget what you
once wrote and spoke. Has your memory lost
its retentiveness, or is it the blindness of
dotage which has permitted you to stray into
your present unhappy position? If the former,
I from amongst your old admirers will take
upon myself the duty of reminding you of
what, in moments of wisdom, was recorded
and published by your pen and tongue, and
this duty, I promise, I will fulfil with the
utmost pleasure and with feelings of the
highest satisfaction.

I will begin with your book on the
"Causes of the Indian Revolt," which was
written in 1858, though only translated and
published in English in the year 1873. It may
be worth while to note here that the translators
of this were no others than Sir Auckland
Colvin, the present Lieutenant-Governor of
the North-West Provinces, and Lieutenant-
Colonel Graham, the writer of your biography.
In this book, after having tried to prove that
the Mutiny of 1857 was no "religious war,"
nor the result of a preconcerted conspiracy,
you say that "most men, [ believe, agree in
thinking that it is highly conducive to the
welfare and prosperity of Government-
indeed, that it is essential to its stability- that
the people should have a voice in its Councils.
It is from the voice of the people that
Government can learn whether its projects are
likely to be well received. o
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