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Makers of the Arya Samaj : Maharishi Dayanand Saraswati

Continue From Last issue

Thus we find there is hardly any kind of public
service in which Swami Dayanand did not feel
interested. If today we find so many people
devoted to the welfare of their country, it is
because of the inspiration they got from Swami
Dayanand. Swami Dayanand's message to public
workers was this: “Do not be contented merely
with talk, for no good ever comes of it. Nor try
merely to pass resolutions, for they do not carry
people very far. But always strive to put into
practice what you feel to be true. Learn to suffer
for your convictions whenever the need be."

Swami Dayanand did not depend merely on
individual efforts to carry into effect what he had
taught. But he established theArya Samaj for this
purpose. There are about two thousand Arya
Samajees all over the world at present and the
number of its members is about ten lakhs. It has
more than one thousand missionaries, some of
whom are paid while others are honorary
workers. It runs about six colleges and many high
schools, Anglo-Vernacular middle schools and
primary schools. It has colleges where the
indigenous system of medicine is taught. But
besides these it has industrial schools, and
schools for teaching only Sanskrit and Theology.

The Gurukulas, which are residential schools
imparting education through the medium ofHindi,
are many. These are situated away from cities,
and every student there has take a vow of celibacy

Swami Dayanand was in favour of the abolition of

untouchability. He wanted people to treat the so-called "y

depressed classes well. It is said at one place a barber

brought food for him and Swami Dayanand partook of it |z
without any hesitation. At another place a low-caste ||
Hindu came to hear his lecture. As soon as the people |

saw him, they tried to send him away. But when Swami
Dayanand came to know of it he took them to task for
their narrow-mindedness. “What right had you," he

asked, “to send this man away? He has as much right to ¥

hear my lectures as any high-caste Hindu. As the air is
meant for all, so are the Vedas. As the sun gives heat
and light to everybody, so does Dharma work for the

good of all. All are welcome to listen to my lectures on ||,

Dharma. They are open to all, the rich and the poor, the
great and the small."”

up to the age of twenty-five. They are not given
many chances of visiting the cities. Besides these
theArya Samaj runs some schools, colleges and
Gurukulas for girls.

But it is not only educational work that the
Arya Samaj does. It also runs orphanages where
little boys and girls are given education to fit
them for some career in life. To relieve the sick it
has established charitable dispensaries and
hospitals, where thousands of suffering persons
are treated with care. The number of widows'
homes which it has started is quite large. There
widows are taught to read and write and to learn
some handicraft.

But what the Arya Samaj has done directly is
nothing when compared with what it has inspired

others to do. Its indirect influence is far greater
than its direct influence. It is said that there is
hardly any noble work of public good in India at
present which does not derive its influence from
the Arya Samaj. Today we fine in India many
agencies for public welfare. Most ofthese are the
result of Swami Dayanand's efforts.

To be continued......
With thanks By: "Makers of Arya Samaj”
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