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Makers of the Arya Samaj : Maharishi Dayanand Saraswati

Continue From Last issue
“Let us send some bad woman to his place,"

they said. “She will go there and cause a
disturbance. We shall be near at hand, and as
soon as the woman gives the signal we shall go
and help her then we shall be able to tell the
people that Swami Dayanand is not a man of good
character." But, fortunately they did not succeed
in their plans. Indeed, Swami defeated them in
more ways than one, for he succeeded in
converting the woman to a better life.

Swami Dayanand had the good of his country
at heart. He wanted to make India better and

“It is not use building temples. They do not make
anybody happy." These words of Swami Dayanand had a
great effect. The rich man at once converted the temple
into a pathshala. It was the passion of the Swami's life
to educate his countrymen. He himself tried to do much
in this direction. For instance, he delivered lectures and
held discourses for this purpose. He wrote many books
and taught many students for the same reason. He spent
all his life in educating people. It is no wonder that soon
after his death the Arya Samaj founded a college in his
memory. This is the Dayanand Anglo Vedic College of
Lahore, which was founded in 1886.

happier when he saw that his countrymen were

in distress, he felt much pained. He spent days
and nights thinking out how he could improve
their condition.

He was, however, particularly in touch with
the Hindus, and tried his best to improve their
condition. This, he felt, could only be done if the
Hindus were educated. So he asked people to start
pathshalas and schools, gurukulas and colleges.
While at Kanpur he came to know two rich men.
He asked them, “Why do you waste money on
constructing temples? If you were to spend this
money on opening schools, orphanages, and
widows' homes, the country would profit
immensely."

In the same way he met a very rich man at
Farukhabad. He was about to construct a
magnificent temple at a cost of thousands of
rupees. “What good will it do to you or to your
country?" asked Swami Dayanand. “It is not use
building temples. They do not make anybody

happy." These words of Swami Dayanand had a
great effect. The rich man at once converted the
temple into a pathshala. It was the passion of
the Swami's life to educate his countrymen. He
himself tried to do much in this direction. For
instance, he delivered lectures and held
discourses for this purpose. He wrote many books
and taught many students for the same reason.
He spent all his life in educating people. It is no
wonder that soon after his death the Arya Samaj
founded a college in his memory. This is the
Dayanand Anglo Vedic College of Lahore, which
was founded in 1886.

Swami Dayanand was very keen on social
reform. In this respect he did untold good for his
countrymen. It is true he was misunderstood in
his own day, but now people admire him for his
courage and foresight. They are now often heard
to say, “But for him we should have remained
ignorant and backward. It was the tenderness of

his heart that was responsible for all this good
work. He felt extremely pained to see the helpless
condition of widows and orphans. Through him
orphanages and widows' homes were established
in many places."

Swami Dayanand knew that India was an
agricultural country and required good bulls and
cows. Bulls could be useful in ploughing the fields
and cows could yield milk. But he felt that the
slaughter of cows was doing much harm.

To be continued......
With thanks By: "Makers of Arya Samaj”
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