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He therefore tried his best to put an end to it.
For this purpose he got up a big memorial which
was signed by Hindus, Mohammadans and
Christians. All these people wanted the slaughter
of cows to be forbidden by law.

Swami Dayanand was in favour of the
abolition of untouchability. He wanted people to
treat the so-called depressed classes well. It is
said at one place a barber brought food for him
and Swami Dayanand partook of it without any
hesitation. At another place a low-caste Hindu
came to hear his lecture. As soon as the people
saw him, they tried to send him away. But when
Swami Dayanand came to know of it he took them
to task for their narrow-mindedness. “What right
had you," he asked, “to send this man away? He
has as much right to hear my lectures as any
high-caste Hindu. As the air is meant for all, so
are the Vedas. As the sun gives heat and light to
everybody, so does Dharma work for the good of
all. All are welcome to listen to my lectures on
Dharma. They are open to all, the rich and the
poor, the great and the small."

Swami Dayanand believed that the Vedic
religion was meant for all. He wanted to bring
even non-Hindus into its fold. He believed,
therefore, in Shuddhi or the purification of the
non-Hindus. One Malkana went to see Swami
Dayanand and said, “l believe in the Vedic
religion. | think it to be the best. Please let me
know what should do to become its follower."
“Nothing is easier," said Swami Dayanand. “We
will have to perform the purification ceremony

Swami Dayanand was in favour of the abolition of
untouchability. He wanted people to treat the so-called
depressed classes well. It is said at one place a barber
brought food for him and Swami Dayanand partook of it

without any hesitation. At another place a low-caste | ! -
Hindu came to hear his lecture. As soon as the people | ...

saw him, they tried to send him away. But when Swami
Dayanand came to know of it he took them to task for
their narrow-mindedness. “What right had you," he
asked, “to send this man away? He has as much right to

hear my lectures as any high-caste Hindu. As the air is | |

meant for all, so are the Vedas. As the sun gives heat
and light to everybody, so does Dharma work for the
good of all. All are welcome to listen to my lectures on
Dharma. They are open to all, the rich and the poor, the
great and the small."”

and that will make you once of us. You must
remember that our religion is meant for all and
not only for a few."

In the same way a Mohammadan came to
him one day and said, “l am impressed with what
you say. | really believe what you say is true.
Cannot | be one of you?" Swami Dayanand said
that he was prepared to convert him to Hinduism,
and did so. Once an Indian Christian came to
hold a debate with Swami Dayanand. This gentle-
man had been a Christian for twelve years and
was a very earnest preacher of'hisfaith. But when
he heard Swami Dayanand he began to think that
the Vedic religion was the best of all. Swami
Dayanand converted him also to his religion. Then
he said, “The Vedic religion is not meant only for
the Hindus, but for everybody."

Now a days we hear much about the equality
of man and woman. It was Swami Dayanand,

Tleh | 3T - Geghd fedt
518. &1 9T | T 91 = RA |

T SRR et &l o1 § =1
519. T A1 TEEARAISS @A TRl Sl 78 S W § ST ST g
AT T SAG o A T GaohT HITeToh ohl ol 3R ST

however, who first
spoke in favour of
granting freedom to
women in India. Before
he came women were
thought to be inferior
to men. They were

regarded even as Shudaras. So they were never
given any education and were kept ignorant. But
he protested against all this. “Women should be
treated well," he said. “They should receive as
much education as men do. Has not Manu, the
great lawgiver, said that where women are
honoured, there the gods themselves dwell? They
should be made good mothers and good wives."

Swami Dayanand was a great lover of
Sanskrit, and for a long time he spoke and wrote
only in this language. But he soon felt that he
could not reachrhe hearts of the people by
speaking that language. He therefore began to
write and lecture in Hindi. If Hindi is now
regarded as the lingua franca oflndia, much of
the credit goes to Swami Dayanand. It was he
who gave up his own mother-tongue for the sake
ofthis language. He did so, because he thought
that India could become united only ifit had one
language.

To be continued......
With thanks By: "Makers of Arya Samaj”
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