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SWAMI SHRADDHANAND

A Dedicated Social Reformer and Educationist
(O Madhuri Madhok

Lala Munshi Ram, also known as
Swami Shraddhanand, born at Talwan
village of Jallundur district, Punjab, in
April 1856, was a remarkable man of
many parts. Contact with Swami
Dayanand Saraswati, the founder of Arya
Samayj, transformed this young atheist
lawyer into a dedicated social reformer,
educationist and political activist.

He founded the Gurukul at Kangri
in 1901 on the lines advocated by Swami
Dayanand. Among the first to enroll
themselves in this Gurukul were his two
sons, Harish Chandra and Indra. This
Gurukul under his guidance and supervi-
sion became a model educational institu-

by agreeing to be chairman of the Re-
ception Committee of the session and
made his speech in Hindi. Mohan Das
Karam Chand Gandhi who had earlier
visited Gurukul Kangri and was given the
honorary title of 'Mahatma' by
Shraddhanand also attended this session
and was publicly hailed as 'Mahatma' by
Swami Shraddhanand. This proved to be
a turning point in the life of Gandhi.

In 1920, he led a procession in
Chandni Chowk, Delhi, against the Brit-
ish government and challenged the Brit-
ish troops to fire at his bare chest for his
opposition to British rule. The troops and
their Commander were literally over-

tion. Ramsay MacDonald who later be-
came Prime Minister of Britain visited this Gurukul and met
Mahatma Munshi Ram there. He was impressed by him and
his work that he wrote in 1914: "If any modern artist wants to
make a statue of Christ, he can have no better living model
than Munshi Ram and if any artist wants to draw a picture of
St. Peter, I would advise to see 'The impressive figure of
Munshi Ram'.

After taking sanyas in 1917 and assuming the name
Shraddhanand, Munshi Ram decided to leave the Gurukul and
devote his life as a Sanyasi to the welfare of the people of his
country.

After Jallianwala Bagh massacre at Amritsar in 1919
when no one was coming forward to organise the annual ses-
sion of the Congress scheduled to be held there, Swami
Shraddhanand decided to take up that onerous responsibility

awed by the grand personality and will
of this Bhagwa clad Sadhu. They gave way to him. About the
same time, he was invited by Muslim leaders to address the
gathering in Jama Masjid, Delhi. He was the first and last
Hindu to have done this.

Holocaust of Hindus in Malabar and other places by
Khilafatist allies of Gandhi so disgusted him that he resigned
from the Congress and decided to devote his time to national
reconstruction in the social and cultural fields. He started a
Hindi daily from Delhi under the name 'Veer Arjun' in 1926
and also began the campaign of "Shuddhi" i.e. reconversion
and absorption in the national mainstream of those who had
been forcibly converted to Islam. This proved to be highly
successful. Fanatic and fundamentalist Muslims were upset
by this campaign. One of them, Abdur Rashid shot him dead
on 23rd December, 1926 at his residence in Delhi when he
was confined to bed because of some ailment.
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Peace
is not the hightest goal in life.

It is the most fundamental requirement.
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