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An Eye opening visit of North East India - vishrut Arya
Unbelievable works of Arya Samaj in Tribal area of India

North east region of Bharat has many
areas that are tribal and underprivileged. These
areas are yet to get full benefits of the fast
paced development happening in some other
parts of Bharat. There is a lack of basic
amenities, education and schools and as a
result, many Vidharmis are active in the region
to lure the families and convert them to non-
Vaidik faith.

To serve and uplift the society, the seeds

of social work by Arya Samaj were sown around £ =

60 years back when Shri Om Prakash ji Tyagi,
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Shri Prithvi Raj ji Arya and Shri Ramgopal ji
Shawl waale inspired and led the establishment
of a Vaidik Organisation in the Bokajan region
of Nagaland. Later on Mata Premlata Ji arya
further strengthened the roots and expanded
the work that was initiated in very challenging
circumstances.

Lately, with the support of Late Mahashay
Dharmpal ji (MDH) and tireless efforts of Shri
Jogendra Khattar ji and Shri Vinay Arya ji the
social service work in the Assam and Nagaland
region has caught speed. A couple of huge
schools, hostels and Ashrams are being run
by the Dayanand Sewashram Sangh to serve
the underprivileged children in the area.
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| had an opportunity to visit some of these
institutions and | was pleasantly surprised to
see the work being done by the volunteers of
Arya samaj and the positive impact it is having
on the communities. | was accompanied by
Shri Vinay Arya ji, the inspirer and motivator of
many of these projects and my wife Swasti
and son Havishkrit.

Ouir first halt was iirlG'uwah%t\i wherein we

| 4 ¥

Guwahati. We were pleasantly surprised to
see 10+ office bearers (including Mr. Prabhakar
ji, General Secretary of Arya Samaj) and male/
female members of Arya samaj and the
Pradeshik Sabha welcoming us and staying in
the Arya samaj Campus for the duration of our
stay. The three story building has already got
newly created hall, office and library and a
hostel and classrooms are under construction.
The secretaries of the Arya Samaj and the
Sabha are very passionate and determined to
establish this center as one of the most active
and most beautiful center in the region. Their
passion and vigour of taking Arya Samaj work
was truly inspiring. We were thrilled to ride to
a 70 feet high flag post wherein stairs have been
creatively installed to facilitate easy
replacement of the flag. Most encouraging was
the enthusiasm and warmth of the ladies who
joined us there, cooked fresh and stupendous
meal and gave a personal touch by serving the

« ]- i 1 ..J

From Guwahati, we reached Dimapur
(Nagaland) by train and we were joined by Shri
Vivek Arya ji, the head of CSR division, JBM
group, whose Chairman Mr. S. K. Arya is the
president of Akhil Bharateeya Dayanand
Sevashram Sangh (DSS). Together we visited
the Dimapur School being run by Dayanand
Sevashram Sangh. The school houses around
80 boys and girls who come from extremely
poor families and belong to various tribes and
faiths of North East region. DSS has been
putting humongous efforts to ensure that these
little kids get a reasonable living and hygienic
food. The facility is one of the oldest that was
established by DSS many years back.
Presently, the construction of the newer 3 story
facility and school is in progress. We were
welcomed by the school staff, our volunteers
and students enthusiastically in the traditional

o
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manner. We were thrilled to learn about the
daily schedule of these kids and how the Vedic
values are being imparted in them. Many had
memorised the Gayatri mantra by heart and
they chanted in front of us. Despite the minimal
support being provided by government, a great
effort is being done by local volunteers and,.

the Arya Samaj/DSS leadership to generate
desired resources to support the living of
these kids.

It is a great service to the dharma -,
wherein not only we are safeguarding somejj
of Vaidik/Hindu faith kids from being-
converted but also ingraining the Sanatangs-
values to all kids despite of their faith.

In Dimapur school we also got a
chance to see our concentrator bank that
was established in the region with support from
APSA.

The coordinator Mr. Santosh ji is doing
great service by offering his service and
expertise to support this school and other DSS
schools in the region.

Our next stop was Dhanashree high school

e 2T e it
- the coeducational high school and hostel
established by DSS. This is the only school of
its kind in 50 km area. Despite all the hardships,
up, downs and closures during COVID times,
the DSS has ensured that the school and hostel
continued to run. We visited the classrooms,
interacted with kids and were surprised to know
about their intelligence and their desire to
become big in their lives. Many of the kids
chanted Gayatri mantra and Jai Ghosh with
us. All kids greeted us with Namaste ji at all
places. Seeing the children of non-Hindu faith

¥ chanting the mantras, saying Namaste was a

mesmerising experience and a proud moment.
DSS and its volunteers and staff work in

very challenging situation here. School’s

building is mammoth but there in almost no
approach road to the school! There is a lack of

. financial resources and the management has

to work hard to even meet the expenses of the
school and get the work going.

Our next visit was to one of the
oldest and biggest school cum hostel
cum head office of DSS - at Bokajan.
After receiving extremely warm,
traditional, memorable, pleasurable
welcome that included tilak, beehu [
dance, and mantra chanting by kids g
(Wow!!l) we attended a welcome
program and were enjoined by many
local dignitaries and DGP’s of CRPF %
and other govt officials. It was §
prestigious program that spoke §
volumes of the social impact the DSS . :
team has on local community. The |
program was well covered by media
as they were curious to learn about
the schools being run and education
and service initiatives of Dayanand
Sevashram Sangh. It was a pleasant
surprise to know that most of the kids
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know Agnihotra and there is an initiative to do
monthly Hawan at one kids native place/family.
This helps engage their families with DSS/Arya
samaj value system. During this prestigious
program, Vinay ji highlighted the vision of the
DSS and the current projects. We did announce

the opening of Primary Medical Care center
supported by the APSA and to be run by the
DSS in the Bokajan campus.

We resumed our activities at Bokajan the
next morning. The little kids taking active part
in Hawan and chanting mantras made our day!
Kudos to their teacher Mr. Holyram (the local

= tribe there who learned Vaidik Values

in the camps run by the DSS itself)
We visited the newly constructed
#school run by the DSS and were
= astonished to see great performances
and discipline of the students. They
#chanted Vedic mantra, the Vedic prayer
_ 4fin school and presented a brief cultural
program. Such a display of positive
‘ energy! Who can imagine Arya samaj
\ team coming this far and establishing

such a strong organization that’'s working to

change lives and serve the community!!

As this north east region is experiencing
reducing Hindu population and fast conversions,
need of the hour is for Arya Samaj to establish
more such centres wherein the kids get quality
education and ingrain Vaidik value system.
Amongst all regions of Bharat, Arya Samaj and
Vaidik organisations have the least presence
in this region. Need of the hour is to strengthen
the team of Akhil Bharateeya Dayanand
Sevashram Sangh who has relentlessly worked
to keep the light of Hindi Vaidik faith lit in the
region. Supporting the service activities in the
North East region will not only strengthen the
roots of Arya samaj in the region but also ensure
more and move families connect with their roots
- Vaidik Hindi faith and protect Hindu identity.

Services of Shri Santosh, Mr. Rama
shankar, are worth noting as their team on the
ground keeps the activities going.
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Makers of the Arya Samaj : Maharishi Dayanand Saraswati

Continue From Last issue

The Teachings of Swami Dayanand

Swami Dayanand believed in one God. He is
the Creator of this universe, and the source of
everything that exists. He has no peer and is All-
powerful. He is neither born, nor does He die. He
is eternal and knows everything. God alone
should be worshipped.

Swami Dayanand raised his voice against
idol-worship. He believed that it was against the
injunctions of the Vedas. “We should honour and
respect learned men, teachers, parents, elders
and good persons, but we should worship none
but God," he said. Idol-worship he believed to be
very harmful. Not only had it degraded India
spiritually but it had also separated one Hindu
from another.

SwamiDayanand believed the Vedas to be
revealed books. “To study them is the duty of
everybody," he said. “It is not only men who are
entitled to study them, but also women. Everyone,
high and low, should think it his duty to read
these sacred books."

The pursuit of truth was, according to Swami
Dayanand, the highest duty of man. “We should
always be prepared," he said, “to embrace the
truth and to cast of falsehood. God only loves the
man who seeks after truth. We should, however,
seek the truth in an unbiased and unprejudiced
way. He who is prejudiced can never attain to
truth."

Swami Dayanand believed that nobody was
born as Brahmin, Kshatriya, Vaishya or Shudra.
At the time oftheir birth all are alike. A man
becomes a Brahmin, a Kshatriya or a Shudra not
by birth, but in accordance with his qualities,
actions and dispositions. It is not birth that
determines a man's caste but his actions. A person
may be born of Brahmin parents, but he may
become a Shudra ifhe acts like one.

Swami Dayanand preached the equality of
mankind. He did not believe in any distinction
between the high and the low, the high-caste
Hindus and the untouchables. “Love one another,"
he said, “and root out all thoughts of hate from
your heart. Love is the highest religion. We can
win over even our enemies by love. But love
should not be confined only to human beings;
even animals should be loved. It is very cruel to
inflict any kind of pain on them."

Swami Dayanand did not want women to be

Swami Dayanand believed in the law of Karma.
“As you sow, so shall you reap," he said. “If you sow
thorns, you cannot expect to have roses. For
everybody reaps the consequences of his actions.
A person himself suffers for what he does, and not
anybody else. At the same time one can attain
salvation only through one's actions. We can never
get it through the help of any prophet or holy man.”

It was Swami Dayanand’'s firm belief that
Brahmcharya is the greatest help to all progress.
“It is Brahmcharya only that can make men of us,"”
he used to say. For this reason he advocated that
no man before he age of twenty-five and no girl
before sixteen should be permitted to marry. He
also believed that at the time of marriage we should
take into account the compatibility of the
dispositions ofthe pair.

thought inferior to men. He wanted them to be
respected. He used to quote a couplet from Manu
to this effect, “Where women are honoured, there
the gods dwell."

Swami Dayanand was against all kinds of
superstition. He did not believe in the existence
of ghosts and witches. If anybody came and told
him about these things, he simply laughed at him.
He was also in favour of the abolition of the
Shradhas. He did not believe that if the Brahmins
were fed once a year it could be of any use to
one's dead ancestors. “Serve your parents and
elders and seniors when they are alive," he said.
“It is no use offering them any food after their
death."

Swami Dayanand believed in the law of
Karma. “As you sow, so shall you reap," he said.
“If you sow thorns, you cannot expect to have
roses. For everybody reaps the consequences of
his actions. A person himself suffers for what he
does, and not anybody else. At the same time one
can attain salvation only through one's actions.
We can never get it through the help of any
prophet or holy man."

It was Swami Dayanand's firm belief that
Brahmcharya is the greatest help to all progress.
“It is Brahmcharya only that can make men of

should be permitted to marry. He also believed
that at the time of marriage we should take into
account the compatibility of the dispositions
ofthe pair.

Swamiji believed that it was the duty of
everyone to spread literacy and to combat
ignorance. For this purpose education should not
be confined only to boys, but girls also should
be educated.

Swami Dayanand stood for the banishment
of all forms of selfishness. He said, “We should
not be content only with working for our own
welfare, but we should also strive for the good of
others. It is our duty not only to be happy
ourselves, but to make others also happy. Every
Arya Samajist should do his level best to work
for the physical, intellectual and spiritual
development of others. Widows, orphans and
those in distress should specially receive his
attention. We should try to help them in every
possible way."

Swami Dayanand believed in Ahinsa. This
means that we should not inflict any injury on
any living being. He believed it was the duty of
every Indian to look after the cow and preserve it
from all harm. There was a time during the yagyas
when dumb animals were slaugh tered, but
Swami Dayanand said that it was not right to do
so. A true. yagya wasone in which a.man took a
vow to control such passions as anger, avarice,
lustand so on.

He believedthatthe soul is eternal and
cannot be destroyed.

He impressed upon every human being to
work for the good of the so-called untouchables.
He thought it was quite legitimate for the non-
Hindus to come into the fold of Hinduism.

It was Swami Dayanand's great desire that
all Indians should speak the same langauge,
cherish the same ideals and wear the same
national dress.

To be continued......
With thanks By: "Makers of Arya Samaj”
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