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Prosperity by way of wealth should
translate in to prosperity in our conduct too

Bhartendu Sood

Vedas say earn and acquire as much wealth by honest &

means as you can but also upgrade yourself as a human

being —that is, manurbhav be a man 'the one who can see

selfin other'.

It means cultivating pleasing manners. The least you can do

is not to offend and hurt others with your behaviour. To

become a better and responsible person with good civic

sense, to embrace virtues like honesty, truthfulness,

patience, consideration for fellow human beings and :

compassion karuna for those who are not as privileged as

you are. ‘

While it is expected that as one acquires material =

prosperity, his conduct, manners, behavior also gets more

refined as material prosperity plugs many voids in human

life but it is seen that material prosperity erodes character,

values and behavior in some and this is something that we need to guard against.

For example, some of us are so proud of our children — who are not even eligible for a driving
licence — when they drive cars in by-lanes at high speed. We don't mind telling lies for petty
gains. Arrogance and ego grow along with growth in income. Patience in one is seen as a sign of
weakness, you are called a “loser”. You are seen as an achiever, as one who gets things done if
you can jump the queue as others wait patiently their turn. We don't mind using our wealth for
creating shortcuts in our passage to success. The more we earn and the more things we
acquire, the greedier we become.

Another distinguishing feature of our prosperity is — as we acquire wealth we start looking down
on the less privileged. Suddenly we feel we're different— and so create a separation. We change
our manner and demeanour according to who we address — a VIP or someone who is less
known. Test of our behaviour is not how we treat VIPs or those who matter to us but how we treat
the people who are less fortunate than us.

One's behaviour and conduct in society is not only about how we relate to each other but alsoin
the way we treat public places and facilities. The Delhi Metro train service is a case in point.
Within five years it has grown so much in popularity that it is almost always full of commuters.
However, if it were not mandatory for Metro doors to remain closed, chances are that people
would think nothing of hanging out, risking their lives and others'.
Etiquette and pleasant manners need not be restricted to the home, office or among peers and
friends —it needs to be evidentin public places as well. Pushing and shoving each other to catch
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//people. Senior citizens and others who might be physically challenged need to be give‘n\

preference in seating and so on. With material progress and technological advance, we need to
also take care to nurture comparable upward evolution of our own selves.
SEEALLCOMMENTS

To come back to Vedantic culture and tradition, a truly evolved human being would be perceived
as one who would be sensitive to the needs of others and not only his own. This is the reason
perhaps why all Vedic rituals and prayers are directed not at the welfare of any one individual but
are meant for the common benefit of all. Hence, the tradition promotes the concept that all life is
one family — vasudaiva kutumbakam.

Good manners and a compassionate outlook are marks of one who is on the path of onward
evolution, striving to reach higher planes of consciousness. Good

ethical practices and mindful living are not the preserve of the

.
renunciate — they are equally important for those who choose to \ &ﬁ
A

live in the world and yet perhaps strive to rise above it.
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Indian way of parenting has also its merits

In one of my jobs, the Company | was
working for had Japanese collaboration and
the collaborator's top man was the
Company's Managing Director. As the CEO,
| was spending a lot of time with him;
therefore, we often talked about our families
and respective family cultures. One day,
during normal tete-a tete, | asked about his
children. | was dumbstruck when he told me
that his daughter was a receptionist in a
hotel.

After a pause, when | asked if he did not
involve her in his business. He laughed and
said with his hands up, “ Mr Sood, it is just
not possible with Japanese children. They
have their own lives. We withdraw as
parents once they are out of school. What
they do after that, what career they choose,
whom they befriend or marry is their own
life. For example my daughter entered into
wedlock and then took divorce. On both
occasions she never consulted me. To sum
up, our philosophy is ---“Child needs
parents as he is helpless. He needs the
mother, the father, their protection; but
when the child can stand on his own, the
parents have to learn how to withdraw from
the life of the child. | really wonder how the
grown ups tolerate parenting in your
country. In Japan, even if the parents try,
they will be shown their place. Again, | really
don't know how the parents want to
continue with parenting even when their
children stand up on their own as it is the
source of constant anxiety and takes away
the personal freedom of the ones who opt to
continue with parenting. Again it can mean

foregoing your hobbies, interests and plans.
\m my opinion, parenting after a child has

Bhartendu Sood

grown up is neither in the interest of the child
norinthe interest of parents.”

Left remunating, | found he was right in his
observation about us. In India children grow
out of childhood, but parents never grow out
of their parenthood. Eversince a new trend
has emerged with both wife and husband in
jobs, grandparents find the field open to
step into the role of parents of their
grandchildren and this way they have
another twenty years or so of parenting.
But, as | have observed, there is a
difference in the way biological parents do
parenting and the way grandparents do
parenting. While the former gives little
freedom, the latter gives a lot of freedom
which the child needs for his growth. Like
biological parents, they rarely impose
themselves upon the child and do not
encroach upon his space. From the very
beginning their effort is to help the child to be
himself. Child swims unhindered in the river
of passion and love as the grandparents
have no expectations and they simply want
to give and give everything. They are to
support, strengthen, nourish but not to
impose their ideas. Again, today when most

of the grandparents, particularly in our//

w
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//middle class, have more money than they can spend, they need someone with whom they car\

share this excess money. Naturally they find their grandchildren to be the most worthy of a lot.
Butthe questionis which culture is right? | feel that both have their merits and demerits. To
be with your kin in the old age when you have become feedle and need constant
support,mentally as well as physically, is any day better than spending time in old age homes,
unless you opt for it for personal reasons.Leave aside a few aberrations, the children in South
East countries take care of their old parents and that can be an enough award for the prolonged
years of parenting.
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Remembering Swami Virjanand birthday
on his birthday 17th October 1778

Kewal Ahluwalia.
pp—

4 In the circle of Arya Samajs, Swami Virjanand, the blind sage of Mathura

{ Y
bf, is only known as the celebrated teacher of Swami Dayanand Saraswati
=

N
f

who founded the Arya Samaj in 1874, but very little is known about his
early life. It is important to take a look at the lives of the Himalayan Yogis
who influenced Maharishi Swami Dayanand Saraswati.

In brief. Swami Virjanand was born in a place near Jullundur in the year
1778 in Brahmin famiy. At the tender age of five, the boy lost his eyesight
after an attack of small pox and before he completed his twelfth year his
parents died. The boy was thrown to the mercies of his elder brother and sister-in-law at very
young age. As they did not treat him well so Virjanand soon left their house.

His wanderings led him to Rishikesh where he led a life of meditation and austerity for about
three years. Swami Virjanand left Rishikesh for Hardwar. At Hardwar Virjanand came in contact
with one Swami Purnanand, a renowned Sanskrit scholar Swami Purnanand taught him
Sanskrit grammar he took up the work of teaching others. Swami Virjanand left for Kashi where
he lived for about 10 years, mastering Vedanta and Ayurveda, etc. From there Swami Virjanand
went to Calcutta where he lived for number of year teaching Sanskrit grammar and literature. In
spite of the material comforts he had at Calcutta he left and settled at Gadia Ghat on the banks of
the Ganges. On the invitation of the Maharaja, Swamiji agreed to come to Alwar where he
stayed for some time. From Alwar he went to Mathura where he established a "pathshala" to
which students flocked from all over the country.

It was at Mathura that Swami Virjanand came across his most illustrious disciple, the famous
Dayanand Saraswati. Swami Virjanand was a very hard task master and he expected a very
high standard of diligence and discipline in his students. Even Dayanand Saraswati was not
spared by his master. When Dayanand Saraswati

completed his course Swami Virjanand demanded from him as 'guru-dakshina' and extracted a
promise that he will work incessantly to spread the knowledge of Vedas in this country and the
consecrate his life in the annihilation of the heresies that had crept into the Purnac faith and re-
establish the ancient religious methods and to disseminate TRUTH.
“‘Dayanand my son, go and spread the true knowledge of the Vedas, dispel the
darkness of ignorance, throw light on the true meaning of truth and liberate India”.
So Swami Dayanand urged Hindus to go back to Vedas, and to shun superstitious practices that
had distorted their faith. But when we think of Dayanand we cannot but think of Swami
Virjanand, his great and worthy guru Vedas and urged Hindus to worship one formless God.
Swamiji laid the foundation of the Arya Samaj in 1875 Which was almost 8 years after the death
of Swami Virjanand.
As Swami Dayanand Saraswati had carried out the wish and will of Swami Virjanand, it is
incumbent upon all Aryas to obey the wish and will of Swami Dayanand Saraswati and
carry on with the mission of preaching and practicing the VEDIC DHARM.

L |
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Sense of integrity

Honesty should be the foundation of our life structure. Children should be taught the
importance of being true to your own self as well as to others. A person who follows the
dictates of his conscience is the one who can sleep peacefully and live peacefully. Love
and respect yourself: Before you can learn to love and respect others, itis very important
to be able to love and respect yourself. That can only come with acceptance of all that
God and Nature have given you and being content with it. It can come with following the
dictates of your inner voice. Never downgrade yourself, nor imagine yourself any lesser

than another.




VEDIC THOUGHTS-OCTOBER 2021

India is good but for a few and in parts
Bhartendu Sood

Recently my friend called me to inform that he has a job offer in Nigeria and he'd be soon
joining there. Abit flummoxed, | paused and said, “ Nigeria is not a country you should go to.”

“ Thatway even India is not good. How many from developed countries opt to work here” he
snapped back and continued, “ You see, as India has a few good places in regard to
infrastructure and civility, the same applies to Nigeria even. My friend who has arranged my
placement, has been working there for the last 20 years at a very senior position and
appears to be very happy as he is reluctant to return back to India though can get an equally
good job.” ldidn'twantto discuss furtheras | could see an element of truth in what he said.

Our country too is good for the upper 10% of population which covers the high class and

INDIA IS

GOOD FOR THEM

upper middle class. | know of the young working couple each getting +Rs 5 million package
in India, they are not inclined to go to other countries, even USA, as they are quite happy. A
few factors that make a person content and happy are, a good city like Bangalore and
Chandigarh to stay and settle down, good house, good facilities of education for the
children, good health facilities, stability and a sense of security. If all these factors are there
then easy access to parents and other kin is a bonus after all as one grows, he comes to
realize that man needs them or needs to be accessible to them easily. Friends are
important but then family bonds have their own place and value.

For the vast millennials in India, all these factors are not available. To sum up they suffer
from one deprivation or the other. Things become worse if they confront discrimination,

instability and sense of insecurity and financial support of the government in adversities like
\)anademic is missing. For feeling discriminated against or disadvantaged, which is the//
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//case with almost 30% of them, factors can be religion, caste or place of birth or improper\

employment. Under the situation love for country and family bondage takes the back seat.
Though life is not easy for the vast majority who leave the country for greener pastures as
living away from wife and growing children is not easy always neither for them or for their
families but then they have no choice and continue to work in the alien lands so that if not
they, atleast, their next generation can be a part of these 10%.

After Independence, India had its two marked phases of development. First started in 1970
onwards and continued till the first decade of this century, though the growth rate from 1998-
2012 was very high, as good as China or any other country. Yes, development had started
in 1970 itself with the government laying stress on cheap housing, electrification, access to
water and production of fertilizers for the agriculture land. In this period about 70% grew as
almost 40% came out of the poverty line. But after 2012 , it appears that only 10% from
upper strata are growing and growth has stagnated for the remaining 90%. What is still
worse is that the generation of new jobs has almost dried up. This phenomenon became
more pronounced in the last two years during the Covid. Things happened in a manner that
the earnings of these 10% went up exorbitantly like the BSE Sensex and those who were
struggling to catch the ladder that takes a family to even 1 million plus earnings level, got the
worst hit by the loss of jobs or earnings. This explains why despite having at least 10 Indians
in the list of world's first fifty rich people, we are at + 100 rank in the matter of Human
development factors like health, education, infrastructure and cleanliness. Nothing speaks

better than a quantum jump on the inequality index . The Gini coefficient (inequality in
income distribution) which was 34.4 in 2014 scaledto48.9 in2018 and now itis estimated
tobe 54.5.

| feel that today the biggest challenge for any Government should be to revive and
accelerate the growth of the 90% and create jobs. The upper 10% have enough momentum
to grow. Government shouldn't make the mistake of feeling happy by overall growth
indicators because the way the upper 10% is growing it can shield the stagnation in the
remaining 90%.

But, the question is how to plough back the savings of the upper 10%. Share market where
they have been investing is not the right place in the context of the burning issues of
unemploymentand burgeononing inequlaity.. No doubt, the investors are maximising their
wealth and the Government is getting tax but that is not serving the ultimate purpose of
development and creation of new jobs. . The Finance Ministry willdo wellto create asaving
instrument under which the money invested up to Rs 5 lacs in Startups, new ventures
whether a listed company or the unlisted one should qualify for 100% tax benefit. Provided,
it is not a running venture and second it provides minimum 10 new jobs per one crore of
investment. No doubt the project should have been appraised by the accredited
organization. No doubt, government may have to lose in the form of direct tax revenue but
it can be the answer to the present issues of slow development and non-creation of enough

\jobs for the educated youth.

L |
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VEDIC THOUGHTS-OCTOBER 2021
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Chandigarh-2691964, 5076448, 2615360, 2700987, 2708497, Manimajra-2739682, Panchkula 2580109,
2579090, 2571016, Mohali-2273123, 2212409, 2232276, Zirakpur-295108, Shimla- 2655644, Delhi-23344469,
27325636, 47041705, 27381489, Yamunanagar-232063, Dehradoon-2712022, Bhopal-2550773, 9425302317,
Jaipur-2318554, Raipur-9425507000, Lucknow-2683019, Ranchi-09431941764, Guwhati-098647850009,
2634006, Meerut- 8923638010, Bikaner-2521148, Batala-240903, Gwaliyar-2332483, Surat-2490151, Jammu-
2542205m, Gajiabad-2834062, Noida-2527981, Nagpur-9422108322, Ludhiana-2741889, 9915312526,
Amritsar-2558543, Jallandhar-2227877, Ambala Cantt-4002178, Panipat-4006838, Agra-0941239552,
Patiala-2360925, Bhatinda-2255790

Medicine is available in other places also, Please contact us to know the name of the shop/dealer.
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0172-2662870, 92179 70381, E-mail : bhartsood@yahoo.co.in
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ABHA POPLI

MRS AND MR. O.P.NANDWANI MRS CHUNNI DAMINI MUKESH GUPTA
q Mrs Vinod Bala donated ration to bal Ashram  shalini Nagpal D/o Dr Saroj Miglani performing Havan with the children P
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Water pVC PVC PVC Zoom .
H Storage H Pressure ‘H Electrical H SWR chtad :
Tanks Pipes Conduits Pipes 41655102
Diplast Water Diplast PVC Diplast PVC Diplast PVC 90
Storage Tanks Pressure Pipes Electrical Conduits SWR Pipes

DIPLAST PLASTICS LTD: C-36, Indl. Area, Phase - 2, SAS Nagar, Mohali (Punjab)
Email-diplastplastic@yahoo.com Website-www.diplast.com Ph. 9814014812 0172-4185973, 5098187

fasmmaer / Advertisement
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Contact : Bhartendu Sood 231, Sector 45-A, Chandigarh
9217970381 and 0172-2662870
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